
VCE, VET & VCAL
Handbook



2         VCE, VET & VCAL Handbook  

Catholic Regional College Melton is a Catholic coeducational regional 
secondary college Est 1980

It is part of a Federation of colleges including; Sydenham, North Keilor,  
St Albans and Caroline Springs.

“In all things, let God be glorified” 
 (1 Corinthians 10-11)

Catholic Regional College Melton is a learning community centred on the person of 
Jesus Christ.

Through learning and teaching in the Catholic tradition we foster a culture of faith, 
wisdom and knowledge.

Statement
Vision
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Curriculum
Catholic Regional College Melton offers six years of comprehensive post-primary education to all students. 
Melton’s Senior School focuses on each student’s personal pathway. The curriculum and pastoral care 
programs cater for a diverse range of needs and interests and facilitate access to further study, training and 
work.

The curriculum at Melton therefore has the essential features of a comprehensive curriculum in the Catholic 
context. It has breadth, balance, coherence, continuity and inclusiveness, whilst promoting a sense of life-long 
learning in our students.

At Year 10, students completing the Pre VCE pathway continue studies from the core subjects – Religious 
Education, English, Mathematics, Health & Physical Education, Science and Humanities. There are choices 
within the core subjects. Students can also select a range of semesterised electives from LOTE, Health and 
Physical Education, The Arts, Design and Technology and Information Technology.

Acceleration of a Victorian Certificate of Education (VCE) subject in the Senior School is possible, if students 
satisfy the relevant criteria, hence providing the possibility for high achievers to complete six VCE Unit 3 and 
4 study sequences.

Students undertaking VCE at Year 11 will choose ten semester-based units, plus English and Religious 
Education as core subjects. Alternatively, students in Year 11 have the option of completing the Victorian 
Certificate of Applied Learning (VCAL) course, studying Literacy and Numeracy, Work Related Skills, Personal 
Development (Physical Education, Religious Education) and VET.

Students at Year 12 choose four Unit 3 and 4 elective sequences from across the curriculum and must study 
English or Literature and Religious Education as core subjects. 

The VCAL program requires students to study Literacy and Numeracy, Work Related Skills, Personal 
Development (Physical Education, Religious Education) and VET.
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Curriculum

FACULTY YEAR 11 YEAR 12
Religious Education VCE Texts & Traditions Unit 1 VCE Religion in Society Unit 2  
 OR OR  Religion and Society Units 3&4

 Religion and Society Units 3&4 VCAL Religious Education
 VCAL Religious Education  

English # * English/EAL Units 1&2 English/EAL Units 3&4

 Literature Units 1&2 Literature Units 3&4

 English Language Units 1&2 English Language Units 3&4

 Literacy (VCAL) Literacy (VCAL)   

Mathematics # Math - Foundation Units 1&2 Mathematics - Further Units 3&4 
 Math - General Units 1&2 Mathematics - Methods Units 3&4 
 Math Methods Units 1&2 Mathematics - Specialist Units 3&4

  Mathematics - Methods Units 3&4 Numeracy (VCAL)
 Math - Specialist Units 1&2 
 Numeracy (VCAL)  

Health and  Health & Human Development Units 1&2 Health & Human Development Units 3&4  
Physical Education # Health & Human Development Units 3&4 Physical Education Units 3&4

 Physical Education Units 1&2 
 Physical Education Units 3&4 

 Outdoor & Enviro Studies Units 3&4   
 VCE VET Sport and Rec Year 1          

Science # Biology Units 1&2 Biology Units 3&4

 Biology Units 3&4  Chemistry Units 3&4

 Chemistry Units 1&2 Physics Units 3&4 
 Physics Units 1&2 Psychology Units 3&4

 Psychology Units 1&2 

 Psychology Units 3&4  

Language Other  VCE VET Cert III in Applied Language
Than English  

Humanities # Accounting Units 1&2 Accounting Units 3&4

 Accounting Units 3&4 Business Management Units 3&4 
 Business Management Units 1&2 Legal Studies Units 3&4 
 Business Management Units 3&4 History - Revolutions Units 3&4 
 Economics Units 1&2 Geography Units 3&4

 Geography Units 1&2 Australian History Units 3&4

 Legal Studies Units 1&2  

 Legal Studies Units 3&4  
 Modern History Units 1&2 

The Arts Drama Units 1&2 Drama Units 3&4

  Media Units 1&2 Media Units 3&4

  Studio Arts Units 1&2 Studio Arts Units 3&4 
  Visual Communication Design Units 1&2 Visual Communication Design Units 3&4 
  VCE VET Cert III Music Industry Year 1 
  VCE VET Cert III Dance Year 1

Technology Studies Product Design & Technology Wood Units 1&2 Product Design & Technology Wood Units 3&4 
 Food Studies Units 1&2 Food Studies Units 3&4

 Cert III Information Digital Media Applied Computing: Software Development Units 3&4

 and Technology Year 1 or 2 Cert III Information Digital Media and Technology Yr 2 
 

 Choose 10 Semester Units Choose 8 Semester Units

# Core     * Compulsory to the end of Year 12
NB:  While all the above listed subjects are offered by CRC Melton, classes may not run in some subject areas due 

to lack of student demand.
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The VCE is comprised of over 40 studies. Most studies are made up of 4 units each. A unit represents about 
100 hours of work and lasts for one semester or half year.  

Units 1 and 2 are usually offered at Year 11: Units 3 and 4 are usually offered at Year 12 and are sequential. A 
typical student’s program will consist of 24 semester-based units of study over the two years, although some 
students may do more or less in particular circumstances.

All VCE students will be required to undertake a VCAA approved program of studies which will allow them to 
meet the satisfactory completion requirements as listed below.

To be eligible for the award of VCE, a student must satisfactorily complete 16 units, including:
• 3 units in English or Literature or Language.
• at least 3 sequences of Units 3 and 4 in studies other than English.

At CRC Melton, students will also be expected to include at least two units in Religious Education (one unit at 
each Year 11 and Year 12).

The following is a summary of what to expect with the VCE.
• Assessment will be based on a combination of examinations and School Assessed work (SACs and SATs).
• There is a strong emphasis on students being assessed on work done in class as part of the normal 

teaching program.
• Examinations, including the General Achievement Test (GAT), are of great importance in that they form a 

large part of the assessment and the examination performance may be used to determine what the final 
grades for School Assessed work will be.

At the time of publication, the information contained in this VCE handbook is correct. Any further changes as 
notified by the Victorian Curriculum and Assessment Authority will be passed on as soon as possible.

Students should note that their selection of particular subjects will be dependent on their previous 
academic performance. Students are encouraged to seek advice from subject teachers about the 
suitability of their subject choices.

VCE
About the
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Glossary of Terms
 Derived Examination Score  In cases where unavoidable, serious difficulties affect the completion of Unit 3 and 4 

examinations, students may apply for a Derived Examination Score.

 ATAR  A ranking score for the purpose of tertiary selection. Administered by VTAC, the ATAR
 (Australian Tertiary Admission Rank) is derived from SAC, SAT and examination grades.

 Field of study Eight broad study groupings within which the VCA curriculum is developed.

 General Achievement Test (GAT)  To be completed by all students undertaking Unit 3 and 4 studies. May be used by the 
VCAA for statistical moderation and monitoring of school based tasks.

 Grades  A grade is awarded for every Assessment Task. The symbol used for subjects will 
be: A+, A, B+, B, C+, C, D+, D, E+, E. UG means ‘Ungraded’ and NA means ‘Not 
Assessed’. 

 Outcomes  Outcomes are the intended goals for each unit of work. These can be achieved in a 
variety of ways and must ALL be satisfied in order to determine that a unit has been 
completed satisfactorily.

 
 Program  A program is the overall course of studies undertaken by a student during the two year 

VCE. Programs will normally include 24 units take over four semesters.

 Satisfactory completion  Satisfactory completion of a unit is based upon students satisfactorily demonstrating 
that they have met all the required outcomes of a unit. (Some people are used to 
thinking of this as a pass). 

 School Assessed Coursework (SAC)  School based tasks, carried out in class, that contribute to the successful completion 
 and School Assessed Task (SAT) of VCE units and to the final study score.

 Semester Equivalent to half a school year.

 Study design  The study design describes the units available within the study (or subject), and 
prescribes the objectives, areas of study, outcome tasks and assessment tasks.

 Units  A semester-length component of study representing about 100 hours of work, of 
which about 50-60 hours are class time.

 Units 1 and 2  Units within a VCE study designed to approximate the Year 11 level of difficulty.

 Units 3 and 4 Units within a VCE study designed to approximate the Year 12 level of difficulty.

 VCAA  Victorian Curriculum and Assessment Authority – responsible for curriculum, 
assessment and certification of Years Prep to 12 levels in the state of Victoria.

 
 VCAL Victorian Certificate of Applied Learning
 
 VCE Victorian Certificate of Education

 VET Vocational Education Training

 VTAC  Victorian Tertiary Admissions Centre. The body which administers the selection system 
for Victoria’s tertiary institutions.
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1. Choose a course which fits in with your academic background:
Choose subjects in areas in which you have an interest and in which you have shown ability. Also, be sure 
you are clear about the amount and type of work required. Some subjects require much more research and 
assignment work than others. Others have more of a practical component in them.

2. Choose a course that will be consistent with your future aims:
Entry into many tertiary courses (at Universities, Colleges, Institutes of Technology, TAFE, etc.) requires certain 
subjects to be studied at Year 11 and/or Year 12. Information regarding prerequisites or recommended 
subjects can be obtained in the Careers Centre, from the VTAC Site (www.vtac.edu.au), Pathways Team 
or best of all, directly from the institution concerned. Please always consult the VTAC site for information 
regarding prerequisite studies and /or check with the Pathways Coordinator. 

3. Seek guidance on the suitability of your selection:
Check with members of staff including your Homeroom Teacher, subject teachers, Domain Leaders and most 
importantly Pathways staff as well as your parents and prospective employers.

What you have to do
• Your online Subject Selection Form asks you to choose 5 subjects – 10 units (Year 11), or 4 subjects – 8 

Units (Year 12) or a VCAL Program from the possible options. You will also be asked to nominate a further 
2 options in the event that you cannot get your first 5 options. These choices must be approved by your 
parents and your teachers. Once you have chosen your online subjects and submitted them, the form must 
be printed, signed and returned by the required date. If you do not choose your online subjects and submit 
them by the required date, your selection cannot be taken into account when forming the timetable subject 
blockings for next year. It is essential, therefore, that you have completed your research and made your 
mind up by that date.

• Selection will be confirmed with all students. No guarantee can be given that alternative selections can be 
made after the date indicated on your form since decisions regarding class size and numbers of classes 
offered will be made at that time.

• Please remember that final subject offerings are dependent on class size, teacher availability and timetable 
constraints. Some students may then need to reselect a subject to enable them to form a course of study.

Guidelines for  
Choosing a course 
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The VCE pathway
Most students at CRC Melton choose a VCE course of study to provide them with a pathway into employment, 
further training or tertiary education at a TAFE or University. VCE gives students an excellent foundation to 
undertake further education and training options that lead into a broad range of career possibilities. At Year 
11 level, some students may be invited to study a Unit 3 / 4 sequence. This would enable eligible students 
to accelerate some of their Year 12 studies. Each acceleration case will be assessed on its merits, with due 
consideration given to a student’s ability to cope with the demands of study at this level in the available 
subjects. Students must follow the procedures as outlined in the Acceleration Policy.

The Vocational Education and Training (VET) pathway
It is also possible to study a VET (Vocational Education and Training) course within a VCE program. VET 
courses provide students with learning and skill development designed to prepare individuals for work in the 
chosen industry or further study in this field. A VET course is the equivalent to an entry level TAFE Certificate 
which can lead to higher level qualifications with further TAFE study. Students undertaking a VET course have 
the advantage of obtaining a nationally recognised qualification and at the same time receive credits toward 
their VCE program. Many of the programs offered are also able to contribute to a student’s ATAR in Year 12.

Limited VET courses are offered to students undertaking the VCE. Students who opt to complete the VCE can 
only enrol in scored VET courses. These scored VET courses will be offered at the College and students may 
have to attend work placement during the school holidays. Some VET courses may also require additional 
hours of completion outside of normal school hours. VCE/VET courses which will be offered at Unit 1 and Unit 
2 at the College include VET Music and VET Sport and Recreation.

VCE/VET courses which will be offered at Unit 1 and Unit 2 at the College include Certificate III Health Services 
Assistance, Certificate II Community Services, Certificate II Dance, Certificate II Engineering, Certificate III 
Music Industry, Certificate III Sport and Recreation.

Victorian Certificate of Applied Learning (VCAL) Pathway
In Year 11 and 12 the VCAL program has a vocational emphasis and is geared to prepare students for 
entry into various areas of employment, such as the automotive trades, building trades, engineering trades, 
childcare, hair and beauty services, business administration and hospitality. VCAL is an applied learning 
approach to senior studies at year 11 and 12 and in addition to offering an excellent pathway into employment, 
traineeships or apprenticeships, students may also choose to continue their education at TAFE when they 
complete secondary school

Pathways
VCE, VET & VCAL
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The program is designed to include one day a week at a TAFE institute studying a Certificate course, one day 
per week undertaking a relevant structured work placement and three days a week studying a set range of 
VCAL units at the College. VCE/VET courses which will be offered at unit 1 and 2 at the College include VET 
Engineering, VET Sport and Recreation and VET Technical Production. In year 12, these programs are scored 
and contribute just like any other VCE study toward the ATAR. 

VCAL is a well recognised program and students receive a Foundation, Intermediate or Senior VCAL Certificate 
as well as a certificate II or III in a nationally recognised VET certificate. 

VCAL & the School Based Apprenticeship
Some students undertake a School Based Apprenticeship (SBA) in conjunction with their VCAL program. 
Students undertaking a SBA have a clear interest in commencing formal training in a particular industry and are 
engaged in paid employment in that industry. School based apprenticeship programs generally commence at 
the start of year 11 and conclude at the end of year 12. At the end of a two year program, students will receive 
an Intermediate or Senior VCAL Certificate in addition to a certificate II or III in their area of training.

Students employed as school based apprentices fundamentally enter a training and employment contract 
which offers on the job training as well as theoretical studies undertaken at a TAFE. In this program students 
attend work at least one day per week and attend TAFE one day each week.  Students are often required 
to still work and attend TAFE during regular school holidays. Many employers choose to offer school based 
apprentices full time apprenticeships or employment on completion of the program.

If you are interested in the VCAL pathway please make an appointment to see the Pathways Coordinator and 
be sure to indicate this when making your online subject selections.

SAMPLE PROGRAMS
On the following pages are examples of possible programs that could be undertaken by students. Guidelines 
are provided as to possible approaches to subject selection. Each program leads to a specific field or area of 
tertiary study or work. Students are encouraged to seek advice from the Pathways Team, Homeroom Teacher 
and subject teachers, before selecting any possible pathway.

It is very important that students complete their own research on prerequisites required for 
tertiary study in their chosen field before finalising their selections



11  VCE, VET & VCAL Handbook

Pathways

Guidelines for choosing a study program
Tertiary courses in this field usually require the development of a folio. Students interested in pursuing a 
design pathway need to choose Visual Communication. Students focusing on other visual arts may choose 
from Studio Arts or Media Studies. It is sometimes wise to choose two arts and design subjects to allow for 
flexibility in the development of folios. Design and Technology can be a useful subject to complement studies 
in art and design. Business Management is also a subject that fits in with many of the career paths in the art 
and design field.

This pathway can lead to:
University studies such as:
Fine Arts (painting, printmaking, ceramics, sculpture, gold and silver smithing), Visual Communication (Graphic 
Design, Visual Communication, Architecture and Communication), Textiles Design (Industrial Design, Fashion, 
Interior Design) Photography, Advertising, Media arts.

Tafe studies such as:
Diplomas and Certificates in Building Design, Applied Design, Graphic Arts, Visual Arts, Visual Merchandising, 
Product Design, Interior Decoration, Photography and Fashion.

Employment in areas such as:
Advertising, Teacher, Designer (fashion, industrial, interior), Architect, Artist, Illustrator, Arts Administrator, 
Graphic Artist, Jeweller, Desktop Publisher, Photographer.

Business
Guidelines for choosing a study program
Other then the standard prerequisite of English there are generally no other specific prerequisite subjects 
at the tertiary level. It is, however, highly recommended that Mathematics be studied up to the end of Year 
12. If you wish to enter business courses at Monash (Monash Universtiy) or the University of Melbourne, 
Mathematical Methods is required. 

Other highly recommended subjects are Accounting and Business Management, Legal Studies and 
Information Technology are also useful subjects that relate well to courses with a business specialisation.

This pathway can lead to:
University studies such as:
Bachelor Degrees in Economics, Accounting/Computing, Business, Banking and Finance, Marketing, 
Management, Information Technology, Arts/Commerce, Business Systems, International Trade, Tourism and 
Hospitality, Administration and Event Management.

TAFE studies such as:
Associate Diploma, Advanced Certificates in Business, Computing, Accounting, Marketing and Finance.

Employment in areas such as:
Banking, Marketing, Insurance, Finance, International Trade, Travel and Tourism, Clerical Work, Public 
Administration, Local Government, Real Estate, Sales and Retailing.

Art and Design
Fine Arts/Design
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Pathways

Engineering
Guidelines for choosing a program
Mathematical Methods is a prerequisite for most of the University Engineering courses and the study of 
Specialist Mathematics in Year 12 is a definite advantage in the preparation for such a course. It is also highly 
recommended that Physics is taken as a subject and Chemistry is essential if you are interested in Chemical 
Engineering or related fields in this discipline.

Because many Engineers work in a management role in a business setting, students might also like to consider 
choosing at least one business subject as part of their program.

This pathway can lead to:
University studies such as:
Electrical Engineering, Mechanical Engineering, Computer Engineering, Civil Engineering, Telecommunications 
Engineering, Aerospace Engineering, Chemical Engineering.

Tafe studies such as:
Diplomas and Advanced Certificates in Engineering.

Employment in areas such as:
Engineer, Engineering Associate, Project Manager.

Computing and Digital Technologies
Guidelines for choosing a study program
Computing and Digital Technologies is a highly recommended subject for this pathway but it is not a 
prerequisite for courses. Mathematical Methods is a prerequisite for most of the more technical Computing 
and Digital Technology courses such as Computer Science and Software Engineering at university. It is 
possible to get into many of the more business oriented IT courses such as Information Systems courses 
without Mathematical Methods.

If students are interested in computing courses with a heavy emphasis on hardware/ electronics then Physics 
is also recommended. An example of this would be Computer Systems Engineering.

If students are more interested in Business Computing/ Information Systems as an option then it is 
recommended you consider choosing some business units such as Accounting or Business Management.

This pathway can lead to:
University studies such as:
Bachelor Degrees in Cyber Security, Computer Science, Software Engineering, Information Systems and 
Information Technology, Computer Game Design, Health Information Management.

Tafe studies such as:
Associate Diplomas, Certificate Courses and Traineeships in Computer Science, Computer Systems and 
Information Technology, Multimedia.

Employment in areas such as:
Programming, Network Manager, Systems Analyst and Software Engineer, Computer Games Designer, 
Multimedia/Web Designer.
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Pathways

Architecture, Urban planning and 
Building
Guidelines for choosing a study program
Visual Communication is an important subject for those interested in Architecture and Geography is an 
important subject for those interested in Urban Planning.

Business subjects such as Business Management can be useful subjects complementing your study program.

The study of Physics is not compulsory but may be an advantage in some aspects of University Architecture 
and Building courses.

This pathway can lead to:
University studies such as:
Degrees in Architecture, Construction Management, Urban Design and Planning, Landscape Architecture, 
Property, Interior Architecture/design, Industrial design.

Tafe studies such as:
Diplomas in Building, Building Surveying, Architectural Drafting.

Employment in areas such as:
Building Project Manager, Architect, Town Planner, Landscape Architect, Building Surveyor.

Food/Hospitality
Guidelines for choosing a study program
For students seeking to enter the Food or Hospitality Industries, Food Studies is an important VCE subject in 
this field. This is often complemented with subjects such as Business Management andHealth and Human 
Development. 

For students more interested in the scientific study of food such as in the area of Food Science, Food 
Technology or Nutrition, subjects such as Chemistry, Biology, Health and Human Development in addition to 
Food Studies become very important as preparation for these careers.

This pathway can lead to:
University studies such as:
Hospitality, Food Technology, Food Science, Catering and Hotel Management, Nutrition.

Tafe studies such as:
Hospitality Management Studies, Event Management, Kitchen Operations.

Employment in areas such as:
Hotel Management, Nutritionist, Food Technologist, Food Scientist, Catering, Hospitality/ Food Service, Event 
Management.



14         VCE, VET & VCAL Handbook  

Pathways

Journalism/Media/Public relations
Guidelines for choosing a study program
For careers relating to Journalism and Public Relations it is best to choose a broad range of subjects that 
will help to develop your written and oral skills together with improving your general knowledge of the world. 
Subjects such as Literature, Language, History, Geography and Legal Studies are excellent subjects in this 
regard. 

Media Arts and Film Production courses often require a folio, so students should look at choosing a VCE 
Media and/or Studio Arts course in this field.

This pathway can lead to:
University studies such as:
Degrees in Journalism, Media and Communications, Professional Writing, Public Relations, Media Arts and 
Media Studies.

Tafe studies such as:
Diplomas in Film production and Editing, Professional Writing, Screen Production, Public Relations, Advertising.

Employment in areas such as:
Public Relations Officer, Journalist, Media Liaison Officer, Writer, Copywriter, Film Director.

Humanities
Guidelines for choosing a study program
Most humanities courses do not require specific prerequisite subjects other then English so students can 
choose broadly within the humanities subjects in this handbook. Programs could also include LOTE units 
and English units such as Literature and Language. Such courses can easily be complemented with subjects 
outside the humanities such as Mathematics, Sciences and Business units. 

This pathway can lead to:
University studies such as:
Bachelor Degrees in Arts, Law, Education, Social Sciences, Psychology, Criminology.

Tafe studies such as:
Associate Diploma and Certificate courses in Liberal Arts, Community Services, Education, Welfare Studies, 
Criminal Justice, Law Enforcement Studies.

Employment in areas such as:
Teacher, Social Researcher, Legal Professional, Communications Officer, Policing, Government, Social 
services, Academia, Global and international relations.



15  VCE, VET & VCAL Handbook

Pathways

Sport and Recreation
Guidelines for choosing a study program
For students interested in pursuing University courses in this field Physical Education and Biology are important 
subjects to choose in a VCE program. Health and Human Development, VET Sport and Recreation and 
Psychology are subjects that complement a program in this pathway very well.

This pathway can lead to:
University studies such as:
Degrees in Exercise and Sport Science, Sports Management, Physical Education, Outdoor Education.

Tafe studies such as:
Diplomas and Advanced Certificates in Fitness, Sport and Recreation.

Employment in areas such as:
Personal Trainer, Coach, Sports Club Manager, Exercise Physiologist, Sports Development Officer, Recreation 
Officer, Physical Education Teacher, Sports Manager/Event Manager.

Psychology/Community and Health 
Services
Guidelines for choosing a study program
Prerequisite subjects for psychology may depend upon whether it is studied as part of an Arts course or 
a Science (Behavioural) course. Apart from Psychology it is important that Mathematics is chosen as part 
of your VCE program with studies in Biology being an advantage for some psychology courses. Students 
aiming at the community and health services pathway will often choose Health and Human Development in 
combination with Psychology.

For those interested in Nursing the study of Mathematics and Biology is essential (at least in Year 11) and 
Chemistry, although not a prerequisite, may be an advantage when dealing with the science aspects of a 
nursing/paramedicine course. VET Health Services may also be desirable for those students wanting to enter 
Nursing and careers in Allied Health industry.

This pathway can lead to:
University studies such as:
Bachelor Degree in Teaching, Nursing, Paramedicine, Social Work, Psychology, Midwifery, Speech Pathology, 
Occupational Therapy, Physiotherapy and various other Health Sciences.

Tafe studies such as:
Diplomas, Associate Diplomas, Advanced Certificates in Nursing, Youth Work, Community Services and Early 
Childhood Education.

Employment in areas such as:
Nurse, Childcare Worker, Youth Worker, Teacher, Paramedic, Social Worker, Counsellor, Clinical Psychologist, 
Occupational Therapist, Speech Pathologist.
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Pathways

Science – Biological and  Medical
Guidelines for choosing a study program
Chemistry and Biology are extremely important subjects when preparing for this pathway. Apart from Science 
prerequisites some, but not all, courses require Mathematical Methods. Students are encouraged to choose 
at least one elective subject outside of the Mathematics /Science area if possible.

Students interested in Medical Imaging/Radiography should also choose Physics. 

This pathway can lead to:
University studies such as:
Bachelor Degrees in Biological Science, Behavioural Science, Health Science, Biotechnology, Medical 
Laboratory Science, Medicine, Dentistry, Pharmacy, Physiotherapy, Biomedical Science, Pharmaceutical 
Sciences, Biomedical Engineering.

Tafe studies such as:
Associate Diplomas and Certificate Courses in Applied Science, Technology, Bio-Technology, Pathology, 
Laboratory Sciences.

Employment in areas such as:
Doctor, Biomedical Scientist., Physiotherapist, Medical Radiation Therapist, Dietician, Chiropractor, Osteopath, 
optometrist, Biomedical Engineer.

Science – Physical
Guidelines for choosing a study program
Mathematical Methods is a prerequisite to enter many of these courses but not all. The study of Specialist 
Mathematics in Year 12 can be of an advantage in some streams of science but is not required as a prerequisite.

Students are recommended to consider Chemistry and Physics as part of their VCE program.

Students choosing this pathway are encouraged to take at least one elective unit outside of the Mathematics/ 
Science block if possible.

This pathway can lead to:
University studies such as:
Degrees in Science, Chemical Science, Applied Physics, Pharmaceutical Science, Engineering, Agricultural 
Science, Environmental Science.

Tafe studies such as:
Diplomas in Laboratory Science, Engineering Technology.

Employment in areas such as:
Laboratory Professional, Research Scientist, Industrial Chemist, Physicist, Science Teacher, Engineer, 
Environmental Engineer/Mining Engineer, Agricultural Scientist.
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Pathways

Performing Arts
Guidelines for choosing a study program
Tertiary courses in this field may require the development of a folio or an audition as part of the selection 
process. Students interested in pursuing a Performing Arts pathway need to choose from subjects such as 
Music (VET), Dance or Drama. Literature and Media are subjects that fit in with many careers in the performing 
arts. Business Management is also a subject that could complement many of the career paths in performing 
arts. Many tertiary institutions require an interview as part of the entry process so it is strongly advised that 
students wishing to pursue the performing arts maintain their interests outside of the College in areas such 
amateur theatre, music and dance lessons etc. Students who pursue this pathway would be expected to 
participate in College functions such as plays, Cabaret, College masses etc.

This pathway can lead to:
University studies such as:
Dance, Drama, Film and Television, Media Studies, Performing Arts, Creative Arts Industries, Theatre Studies.

Tafe studies such as:
Diplomas and Certificates in Music Industry Studies, Music Performance, Screen/script writing, Costume 
Design, Acting.

Employment in areas such as:
Arts Administrator, Choreographer, Professional Musician, Sound or Studio Engineer, Film Director, Screen 
Writer, Costume or Set Designer, Actor.
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Enriching the Curriculum

VCE
Religious Education 
 Texts & Traditions 19
 Religion & Society 20 
English
 English/English as an Additional Language 23

 English Language 27
 Literature 31
The Arts
 Drama (Subject Levy - $100 per year)  35 
 Media (Subject Levy - $100 per year) 39 
 Studio Art (Subject Levy -$220 per year) 43 
 Visual Communication & Design 47
Humanities
 Accounting 51
 Business Management 55

 Economics 59
 Geography (Subject Levy - $270 per year) 61 
 Modern History 65
 History - Revolutions 67

 Australian History 69
 Legal Studies 71
Health and Physical Education
 Physical Education 75
 Health & Human Development 79
 Outdoor & Environmental Studies  83
 (Subject Levy - $400 per year) 

Mathematics
 Foundation Mathematics 85
 General Mathematics 86
 Further Mathematics 87
 Mathematical Methods (CAS)  88
 Specialist Mathematics  90
Science 
 Biology 92
 Chemistry 96
 Physics 100
 Psychology 105
Technology 
 Food Studies  (Subject Levy - $120 per yr) 109
 Product Design & Technology Wood
 (Subject Levy - $250 per year) 113
 Applied Computing - Software Development 117

SUBJECTS
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Religious Education is a compulsory subject at all year levels. In Year 11, all students study Texts and Traditions Unit 
1 (throughout the entire year) unless they choose to study Religion & Society Units 3&4. In Year 12, all students 
study Religion & Society Unit 2 unless they choose to study Religion & Society Units 3&4. VCAL students will study a 
specifically developed school-based program of Religious Education.  

Religious Education

Texts and Traditions
YEAR 11, UNIT 1 (Studied all year)
Course Description: Texts in Traditions
In this unit students examine the place of texts and their literary forms within a religious tradition. Story-telling 
is one of the major literary forms in religious traditions; other forms include law, prophecy, sacred songs, 
reflection and instruction. Students explore the importance of texts at the source of a tradition and how their 
meaning for the earlier and continuing tradition might be found and described.

Areas of Study:
1. Exploring literary forms
2. The formation and exegesis of text
3. Later uses and interpretations of sacred texts

Outcomes:
Outcome 1
On completion of this unit the student should be able to recognise and explain different literary forms and 
analyse their role within a tradition’s scriptures.

Outcome 2
On completion of this unit the student should be able to apply basic exegetical methods against the background 
in which the texts are located.

Outcome 3
On completion of this unit the student should be able to discuss a range of understandings and interpretations 
of sacred text.

Assessment:
• essays 
• exegetical exercises 
• comparative tables 
• short-answer questions
• tests
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Religious Education

Religion and Society
YEAR 12, UNIT 2 (studied in semester 1)
Course Description: Religion and Ethics
How do we know what is good? How do we make decisions in situations where it is unclear what is good 
or not good? Do we accept what society defines as good? Do we do what feels right? Or do we rely on a 
definition of what is good from a religious tradition? What are the principles that guide decision making? Ethics 
is concerned with discovering the perspectives that guide practical moral judgment. Studying ethics involves 
identifying the arguments and analysing the reasoning, and any other influences, behind these perspectives 
and moral judgments. An important influence on ethical perspective is the method of ethical decision-making, 
made up of concepts, principles and theories.

In this unit students study in detail various methods of ethical decision-making in at least two religious traditions 
and their related philosophical traditions. They explore ethical issues in societies where multiple worldviews 
coexist, in the light of these investigations.

Areas of Study:
1.Ethical decision-making and moral judgment
2.Religion and Ethics
3.Ethical issues in Society

Outcomes:
Outcome 1
On completion of this unit the student should be able to able to explain the variety of influences on ethical 
decision making and moral judgment in societies where multiple worldviews coexist.

Outcome 2
On completion of this unit the student should be able to explain how ethical perspectives and moral judgments 
are formed within at least two religious traditions, in societies in which multiple worldviews coexist.

Outcome 3
On completion of this unit the student should be able to explain two or more debates on ethical issues in 
societies in which multiple worldviews coexist.

Assessment:
• Analysis exercises 
• Essay
• Oral presentation / debate
• School based examination
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Religious Education

Religion and Society
UNIT 3 
Course Description: The search for meaning
In this unit students study the purposes of religion generally and then consider the religious beliefs developed 
by one or more than one than one religious tradition or denomination in response to the big questions of life. 
Students study how particular beliefs within one or more than one religious tradition or denomination may 
be expressed through the other aspects of religion, and explore how this is intended to foster meaning for 
adherents. Students then consider the interaction between significant life experience and religion.

Areas of Study:
1.Responding to the search for meaning
2.Expressing meaning
3.Significant life experience, religious beliefs and faith

Outcomes:
Outcome 1
On completion of this unit the student should be able to discuss and analyse the nature and purpose of religion 
and religious beliefs.

Outcome 2
On completion of this unit the student should be able to examine how beliefs and their expression in other 
aspects of religion is intended to respond to the search for meaning.

Outcome 3
On completion of this unit the student should be able to discuss and analyse the interplay between religious 
beliefs and their expression through related aspects and significant life experience.

Assessment:
Each outcome will be assessed and may take the form of one or more of the following:

• Report
• Essay
• Case study
• Structured questions
• Test
• Media analysis
• Extended responses

The student’s level of achievement in Units 3 and 4 will also be determined by an end-of-year examination.
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Religious Education

Religion and Society
UNIT 4 
Course Description: Religion, challenge and change
This unit focuses on the interaction over time of religious traditions and the societies of which they are a part. 
For a large part of human history religion has been a truth narrative, offering a means for finding answers to 
the big questions of life. Religious traditions are in a dynamic process of engagement and negotiation with 
members individually and collectively, as well as with other key institutions in wider society associated with 
power, authority and credibility. Religious traditions are living institutions that participate in and contribute 
to wider societies – both positively and negatively. They stimulate and support society, acting as levers for 
change themselves and embracing or resisting forces for change within society. 

Areas of Study:
1.Challenge and response
2.Interaction of religion and society

Outcomes:
Outcome 1
On completion of this unit the student should be able to discuss, analyse and compare stances and supporting 
responses taken by religions as they are challenged.

Outcome 2
On completion of this unit the student should be able to discuss the interactions within a religious tradition or 
denomination and between a religious tradition or denomination and wider society in relation to a significant 
challenge, and examine the effects of these interactions.

Assessment:
Each outcome will be assessed and may take the form of one or more of the following:

• Report
• Essay
• Case study
• Structured questions
• Test
• Media analysis
• Extended responses

The student’s level of achievement in Units 3 and 4 will also be determined by an end-of-year examination.



23  VCE, VET & VCAL Handbook

The study of English is compulsory. Students must satisfactorily complete a minimum of three units of an English subject, including a Unit 3 & 
4 sequence. English studies include English/English as an Additional Language, English Language and Literature.

The three units from the group of English studies that are required for satisfactory completion of the VCE may be selected from:
• English Units 1 to 4  
• English as an Additional Language (EAL) 
• English Language Units 1 and 4
• Literature Units 1 to 4

Students may complete more than four units from the group of English studies.

English/ English as an Additional Language* (EAL)
*Students must meet specific criteria to be eligible for this unit.

English/English as an Additional Language

YEAR 11, UNIT 1
Course Description:
In this unit, students read and respond to texts analytically and creatively. They analyse arguments and the 
use of persuasive language in texts and create their own texts intended to position audiences. Students study 
a range of texts and develop their skills in creating written, spoken and multimodal texts.

Areas of Study:
1. Reading and creating texts
2. Analysing and presenting argument

Outcomes:
Outcome 1
On completion of this unit the student should be able to produce analytical and creative responses to texts. 
Students will achieve this outcome through completing two tasks:
• An analytical response to one text then;
• A creative response to another text

Outcome 2
On completion of this unit the student should be able to analyse how argument and persuasive language 
can be used to position audiences, and create their own texts intended to position audiences. Students will 
achieve this outcome through completing two tasks:
• An analysis of persuasive language use
• An oral presentation presenting a point of view on an issue

Assessment:
• Creative and analytical text responses
• Written analysis of media texts
• Oral presentation presenting a reasoned point of view on an issue
• Semester Examination
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English/ English as an Additional Language

English/ English as an Additional Language* (EAL)
*Students must meet specific criteria to be eligible for this unit.

YEAR 11, UNIT 2
Course Description:
In this unit students compare the presentation of ideas, issues and themes in texts. They analyse arguments 
presented and the use of persuasive language in texts and create their own texts intended to position 
audiences. Students develop their skills in creating written, spoken and multimodal texts.

Areas of Study:
1. Reading and comparing texts
2. Analysing and presenting argument

Outcomes:
Outcome 1
On completion of this unit the student should be able to compare the presentation of ideas, issues and themes 
in two texts.

Outcome 2
On completion of this unit the student should be able to identify and analyse how argument and persuasive 
language are used in text/s that attempt to influence an audience, and create a text that presents a point of 
view.

Assessment:
• Comparative text response
• Analysis of media texts
• Presentation of a reasoned point of view
• Semester Examination
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English/ English as an Additional Language* (EAL)
*Students must meet specific criteria to be eligible for this unit.

English/ English as an Additional Language

YEAR 12, UNIT 3
Course Description:
In this unit students read and respond to texts analytically and creatively. They analyse arguments and the use 
of persuasive language in texts.

* Students also respond to a series of questions about spoken texts they have listened to (EAL only)

Areas of Study:
1. Reading and creating texts
2. Analysing argument
3. Listening to texts (EAL only)

Outcomes:
Outcome 1
On completion of this unit the student should be able to produce an analytical interpretation of a selected text, 
and a creative response to a different selected text.

Outcome 2 
On completion of this unit the student should be able to analyse and compare the use of argument and 
persuasive language in texts that present a point of view on an issue currently debated in the media.

Outcome 3 (EAL only) 
On completion of this unit students should be able to develop their understanding of ideas explicitly stated and 
implied in a spoken text, making appropriate reference to these ideas in the context presented and developing 
their insights into the ways the speakers use the conventions of spoken English to communicate ideas and 
meaning.

Assessment:
• Creative and analytical text responses
• Analysis of media texts
• End-of-year examination
• Listening tasks (EAL only)
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English/ English as an Additional Language

English/ English as an Additional Language* (EAL)
YEAR 12, UNIT 4
Course Description:
In this unit students compare the presentation of ideas, issues and themes in texts and create an oral 
presenation intended to position audiences about an issue currently debated in the media.

Areas of Study:
1. Reading and comparing texts
2. Presenting argument

Outcomes:
Outcome 1
On completion of this unit the student should be able to produce a detailed comparison which analyses how 
two selected texts present ideas, issues and themes.

Outcome 2
On completion of this unit the student should be able to construct a sustained and reasoned point of view on 
an issue currently debated in the media.

Assessment:
• Creative and analytical text responses
• Oral presentation of a reasoned point of view
• End-of-year examination
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English Language

English  

YEAR 11, UNIT 1
Course Description: Language and Communication
Language is an essential aspect of human behaviour and it is the means by which individuals relate to the 
world, to each other, and to the communities of which they are members. In this unit, students consider the way 
language is organised so that its users have the means to make sense of their experience and to interact with 
others. Students explore the various functions of language and the nature of language as a highly elaborate 
system of signs. The relationship between speech and writing as the dominant modes of language and the 
impact of situational and cultural contexts on language choices are also considered. Students investigate 
children’s ability to acquire language, and the stages of language acquisition across a range of subsystems.

Areas of Study:
1. The nature and functions of language
2. Language acquisition

Outcomes:
Outcome 1
On completion of this unit students should be able to identify and describe primary aspects of the nature and 
functions of human language.

Outcome 2 
On completion of this unit the students should be able to analyse what children learn when they acquire 
language and explain a  range of perspectives on how language is acquired.

Assessment:
Assessment tasks for this unit are selected from the following:
• a folio
• an investigative report
• a test
• an essay
• a case study
• short-answer questions
• a written or an oral analysis of data
• an analysis of spoken and/or written text
• an oral and/or a multimodal presentation.
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English

English Language
YEAR 11, UNIT 2
Course Description: Language Change
In this unit, students focus on language change. Languages are dynamic and change is an inevitable and 
a continuous process. Students consider factors contributing to change over time in the English language 
and factors contributing to the spread of English. They explore texts from the past, and contemporary texts, 
considering how all subsystems of the language system are affected - phonetics and phonology, morphology 
and lexicology, syntax, discourse and semantics. Attitudes to language change very considerably and these 
are also considered. In addition to developing an understanding of how English has been transformed over 
the centuries, students explore the various possibilities for the future of English. They consider how the global 
spread of English has led to a diversification of the language, and to English now being used by more people as 
an additional or a foreign language than as a first language. Contact between English and other languages has 
led to the development of geographical and ethnic varieties, but has also hastened the decline of indigenous 
languages. Students consider the cultural repercussions of the spread of English.

Areas of Study:
1. English across time
2. Englishes in contact

Outcomes:
Outcome 1
On completion of this unit the students should be able to describe the making of English, identify how language 
change takes place and analyse a range of attitudes to language change.

Outcome 2 
On completion of this unit the students should be able to describe and explain the effects of the global spread 
of English in terms of both conformity and diversity, through a range of spoken and written texts.

Assessment:
Assessment tasks for this unit are selected from the following:
• a folio
• an investigative report
• a test
• an essay
• a case study
• short-answer questions
• a written or an oral analysis of data
• an analysis of spoken and/or written text
• an oral and/or a multimodal presentation.
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YEAR 12, UNIT 3
Course Description: Language variation and social purpose
In this unit students investigate English language in the Australian social setting, along a continuum of informal 
and formal registers. They consider language as a means of societal interaction, understanding that through 
written and spoken texts we communicate information, ideas, attitudes, prejudices and ideological stances.

Students examine the stylistic features of formal and informal language in both spoken and written modes: the 
grammatical and discourse structure of language; the choice and meanings of words within texts; how words 
are combined to convey a message; the purpose in conveying a message; and the particular context in which 
a message is conveyed. Students learn how to describe the interrelationship between words, sentences and 
text as a means of exploring how texts construct message and meaning.

Students consider how texts are influenced by the situational and cultural contexts in which they occur. 
They examine how function, field, mode, setting and the relationships between participants all contribute 
to a person’s language choices, as do the values, attitudes and beliefs held by participants and the wider 
community. Students learn how speakers and writers select features from within particular stylistic variants, 
or registers, and this in turn establishes the degree of formality within a discourse. They learn how language 
can be indicative of relationships, power structures and purpose – through the choice of a particular variety of 
language, and through the ways in which language varieties are used in processes of inclusion and exclusion.

Areas of Study:
1. Informal Language
2. Formal Language

Outcomes:
Outcome 1
On completion of this unit students should be able to identify and analyse distinctive features of informal 
language in written and spoken texts.

Outcome 2 
On completion of this unit the students should be able to identify and analyse distinctive features of formal 
language in written and spoken texts.

Assessment:
Analysis of one or more samples of informal language in any one or a combination of the following:
• an essay
• a written report of an investigation
• a folio
• a short-answer test
• an oral presentation
• a multimodal presentation.

English  

English Language
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English

YEAR 12, UNIT 4
Course Description: Language variation and identity
In this unit students focus on the role of language in establishing and challenging different identities. Many 
varieties of English exist in contemporary Australian society, including national, regional, cultural and social 
variations. Standard Australian English is the variety that is granted prestige in contemporary Australian society 
and it has a role in establishing national identity. However, non-Standard varieties also play a role in constructing 
users’ social and cultural identities. Students examine both print and digital texts to consider the ways different 
identities are constructed. Such historical and contemporary texts include, but should not be limited to, extracts 
from novels, films or television programs, poetry, letters and emails, transcripts of spoken interaction, songs, 
advertisements, speeches and bureaucratic or official documents.
Students explore how our sense of who we are is constantly evolving and responding to the situations in which 
we find ourselves and is determined not only by how we see ourselves, but by how others see us. Through 
our language we establish how we are unique as individuals, as well as signalling our membership of particular 
groups. Students explore how language can distinguish between ‘us’ and ‘them’, thus reinforcing the degree 
of social distance and/or solidarity.

Areas of Study:
1. Language variation in Australian society
2. Individual and group identities

Outcomes:
Outcome 1
On completion of this unit students should be able to investigate and analyse varieties of Australian English and 
attitudes towards them.

Outcome 2
On completion of this unit the students should be able to analyse how people’s choice of language reflects 
and constructs their identities.

Assessment:
For each outcome, any one or a combination of the following:
• an essay
• a written report of an investigation
• an analysis of one or more texts
• a folio
• a short-answer test
• an oral presentation
• a multimodal presentation.

English Language
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Literature

English

YEAR 11, UNIT 1
Course Description: Approaches to Literature
In this unit, students focus on the ways in which the interaction between text and reader creates meaning. 
Students’ analyses of the features and conventions of texts help them develop increasingly discriminating 
responses to a range of literary forms and styles. Students respond critically, creatively and reflectively to the 
ideas and concerns of texts and gain insights into how texts function as representations of human experience. 
They develop an awareness of how the views and values that readers hold may influence the reading of a text.

Areas of Study:
1. Reading practices
2. Ideas and concerns in texts

Outcomes
Outcome 1
On completion of this unit the student should be able to respond to a range of texts and reflect on influences 
shaping these responses.

Outcome 2
On completion of this unit the student should be able to analyse the ways in which a selected text reflects or 
comments on the ideas and concerns of individuals and particular groups in society.

Assessment:
• Analytical essay
• Close analysis of selected passages
•  Reading journal
•  Creative text response
• Semester Examination
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English

Literature
YEAR 11, UNIT 2
Course Description: Context and connections
In this unit students explore the ways literary texts connect with each other and with the world. They deepen 
their examination of the ways their own culture and the cultures represented in texts can influence their 
interpretations and shape different meanings. Drawing on a range of literary texts, students consider the 
relationships between authors, audiences and contexts. Ideas, language and structures of different texts from 
past and present eras and/or cultures are compared and contrasted. Students analyse the similarities and 
differences across texts and establish connections between them. They engage in close reading of texts and 
create analytical responses that are evidence-based.

Areas of Study:
1. The text, the reader and their contexts
2. Exploring connections between texts

Outcomes:
Outcome 1
On completion of this unit the student should be able to analyse and respond critically and creatively to 
the ways a text from a past era and/or a different culture reflect or comment on the ideas and concerns of 
individuals and groups in that context. Students will achieve this outcome through completing two tasks:
• A close analysis of a text and;
• A creative response to a text replicating elements of the original text.

Outcome 2
On completion of this unit the student should be able to compare texts considering the dialogic nature of texts 
and how they influence each other. Students will achieve this outcome through a comparative essay exploring 
similarities and differences between the texts.

Assessment:
• Close analysis
• Creative response
• Comparative essay
• Semester Examination 
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English

Literature
YEAR 12, UNIT 3
Course Description: Form and transformation
In this unit students consider how the form of a text affects meaning, and how writers construct their texts. 
They investigate ways writers adapt and transform texts and how meaning is affected as texts are adapted 
and transformed. They consider how the perspectives of those adapting texts may inform or influence the 
adaptations. Students draw on their study of adaptations and transformations to develop creative responses 
to texts.

Areas of Study:
1. Adaptations and transformations
2. Creative responses to texts

Outcomes:
Outcome 1
On completion of this unit the student should be able to analyse the extent to which meaning changes when 
a text is adapted to a different form.

Outcome 2
On completion of this unit the student should be able to respond creatively to a text and comment on the 
connections between the text and the response.

Assessment:
• Creative text response
•  Comparative response
•  Analytical text response
• End-of-year examination
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English

Literature
YEAR 12, UNIT 4
Course Description: Interpreting texts
In this unit students develop critical and analytic responses to texts. They consider the context of their 
responses to texts as well as the ideas explored in the texts, the style of the language and points of view. They 
investigate literary criticism informing both the reading and writing of texts. Students develop an informed and 
sustained interpretation supported by close textual analysis. For the purposes of this unit, literary criticism is 
characterised by extended, informed and substantiated views on texts and may include reviews, peer-reviewed 
articles and transcripts of speeches.

Areas of Study:
1. Literary perspectives
2. Close analysis

Outcomes:
Outcome 1
On completion of this unit students should be able to produce an interpretation of a text using different literary 
perspectives to inform their view.

Outcome 2
On completion of this unit the student should be able to analyse features of texts and develop and justify 
interpretations of texts.

Assessment:
• Analytical text responses
• End-of-year examination
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Drama

The Arts

YEAR 11, UNIT 1
Course Description: Introducing performance styles
In this unit students study three or more performance styles from a range of social, historical and cultural 
contexts. They examine drama traditions of ritual and storytelling to devise performances that go beyond 
re-creation and/or representation of real life as it is lived.

This unit focuses on creating, presenting and analysing a devised solo and/or ensemble performance that 
includes real or imagined characters and is based on stimulus material that reflects personal, cultural and/or 
community experiences and stories. This unit also involves analysis of a student’s own performance work and 
a work by professional drama performers. 

Areas of Study:
1. Creating a devised performance
2. Presenting a devised performance
3. Analysing a devised performance
4. Analysing a professional drama performance 

Outcomes:
Outcome 1
On completion of this unit the student should be able to devise and document solo and/or ensemble drama 
works based on experiences and/or stories.

Outcome 2
On completion of this unit the student should be able to perform a devised drama works to an audience.

Outcome 3
On completion of this unit the student should be able to analyse the development, and the performance to an 
audience, of their devised work.

Outcome 4
On completion of this unit the student should be able to analyse the presentation of ideas, stories and 
characters in a drama performance by professional or other drama practitioners.

Assessment:
Outcome 1
• demonstrate the use of play-making techniques to devise and develop a solo and/or ensemble drama 

works based on stories and/or characters
• document the use of processes to create and develop stories and characters in drama in:
 – a paper-based journal
 – an e-journal
 – a journal that combines hard and soft copy components.

Outcome 2
Perform devised solo and/or ensemble drama work that features stories and characters.

Outcome 3
Analyse the drama work created and performed in Outcomes 1 and 2 using one of the following formats:
•  an oral presentation
•  a multimedia presentation
•  responses to structured questions.

Outcome 4
Write an analysis in response to structured questions.

 This subject will incur a levy of $100 per year
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The Arts

Drama
YEAR 11, UNIT 2
Course Description: Australian identity
In this unit students study aspects of Australian identity evident in contemporary drama practice. This may 
also involve exploring the work of selected drama practitioners and associated performance styles. This unit 
focuses on the use and documentation of the processes involved in constructing a devised solo or ensemble 
performance. Students create, present and analyse a performance based on a person, an event, an issue, a 
place, an artwork, a text and/or an icon from a contemporary or historical Australian context.

Areas of Study:
1. Using Australia as inspiration
2. Presenting a devised performance
3. Analysing a devised performance
4. Analysing an Australian drama performance

Outcomes:
Outcome 1
On completion of this unit the student should be able to devise and document the processes used to create 
a solo or ensemble performance that reflects an aspect or aspects of Australian identity and contemporary 
drama practice.

Outcome 2
On completion of this unit the student should be able to present a devised performance that reflects aspects 
of Australian identity and contemporary drama practice.

Outcome 3
On completion of this unit the student should be able to analyse the development, and performance to an 
audience, of their devised work.

Outcome 4
On completion of this unit the student should be able to analyse and evaluate a performance of a drama work 
by Australian practitioners.

Assessment:
Outcome 1
• demonstrate the use of play-making techniques to devise and develop a solo and/or ensemble drama 

works based on stories and/or characters
• document the processes used to create and develop stories and characters in drama in:
 – a paper-based journal   – an e-journal
 – a journal that combines hard and soft copy components.

Outcome 2
Perform a devised solo or ensemble drama work that features stories and characters.

Outcome 3
Analyse the drama work created and performed in Outcomes 1 and 2 using one of the following formats:
•  an oral presentation
•  a multimedia presentation
•  responses to structured questions.

Outcome 4
Write an analysis in response to structured questions

This subject will incur a levy of $100 per year
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The Arts

Drama
YEAR 11, UNIT 3
Course Description: Devised ensemble performance
In this unit students explore the work of drama practitioners and draw on contemporary practice as they 
devise ensemble performance work. Students explore performance styles and associated conventions from 
a diverse range of contemporary and/or traditional contexts. They work collaboratively to devise, develop 
and present an ensemble performance. Students create work that reflects a specific performance style or 
one that draws on multiple performance styles and is therefore eclectic in nature. They use play-making 
techniques to extract dramatic potential from stimulus material, then apply and manipulate conventions, 
dramatic elements, expressive skills, performance skills and production areas. Throughout development 
of the work they experiment with transformation of character, time and place, and application of symbol. 
Students devise and shape their work to communicate meaning or to have a specific impact on their audience. 
In addition, students document and evaluate stages involved in the creation, development and presentation 
of the ensemble performance.

Areas of Study:
1. Devising and presenting ensemble performance
2. Analysing a devised ensemble performance
3. Analysing and evaluating a professional drama performance

Outcomes:
Outcome 1
On completion of this unit the student should be able to develop and present characters within a devised 
ensemble performance that goes beyond a representation of real life as it is lived.

Outcome 2
On completion of this unit the student should be able to analyse the use of processes, techniques and skills 
to create and present a devised ensemble performance.

Outcome 3
On completion of this unit the student should be able to analyse and evaluate a professional drama performance.

Assessment:
School-assessed Coursework for Unit 3 will contribute 30 per cent to the study score.

The level of achievement for Units 3 and 4 is also assessed by an end-of-year performance examination, which 
will contribute 35 per cent to the study score, and an end-of-year written examination, which will contribute 
25 per cent to the study score.

This subject will incur a levy of $100 per year
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The Arts

Drama
YEAR 11, UNIT 4
Course Description: Devised solo performance
This unit focuses on the development and the presentation of devised solo performances. Students explore 
contemporary practice and works that are eclectic in nature; that is, they draw on a range of performance 
styles and associated conventions from a diverse range of contemporary and traditional contexts. Students 
develop skills in extracting dramatic potential from stimulus material and use play-making techniques to 
develop and present a short solo performance. They experiment with application of symbol and transformation 
of character, time and place. They apply conventions, dramatic elements, expressive skills, performance skills 
and performance styles to shape and give meaning to their work. Students further develop and refine these 
skills as they create a performance in response to a prescribed structure. They consider the use of production 
areas to enhance their performance and the application of symbol and transformations. Students document 
and evaluate the stages involved in the creation, development and presentation of their solo performance. 

Areas of Study:
1. Demonstrating techniques of solo performance
2. Devising a solo performance
3. Analysing and evaluating a devised solo performance

Outcomes:
Outcome 1
On completion of this unit the student should be able to demonstrate, in response to given stimulus material, 
application of symbol and transformation of character, time and place, and describe the techniques used.

Outcome 2
On completion of this unit the student should be able to create, develop and perform a solo performance in 
response to a prescribed structure.

Outcome 3
On completion of this unit the student should be able to analyse and evaluate the creation, development and 
presentation of a solo performance devised in response to a prescribed structure.

Assessment:
School-assessed Coursework for Unit 4 will contribute 10 per cent to the study score.

The performance examination will contribute 35 per cent to the study score. The written examination will 
contribute 25 per cent to the study score.

This subject will incur a levy of $100 per year
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This subject will incur a levy of $100 per year

Media

The Arts

YEAR 11, UNIT 1
Course Description: Media forms, representations and Australian stories
In this unit students develop an understanding of audiences and the core concepts underpinning the 
construction of representations and meaning in different media forms. They explore media codes and 
conventions and the construction of meaning in media products.

Students analyse how representations, narrative and media codes and conventions contribute to the 
construction of the media realities audiences engage with and read. Students gain an understanding of 
audiences as producers and consumers of media products. Through analysing the structure of narratives, 
students consider the impact of media creators and institutions on production. They develop research skills 
to investigate and analyse selected narratives focusing on the influence of media professionals on production 
genre and style. Students develop an understanding of the features of Australian fictional and non-fictional 
narratives in different media forms.

Areas of Study:
1. Media representations
2. Media forms in production
3. Australian stories

Outcomes:
Outcome 1
On completion of this unit the student should be able to explain how media representations in a range of media 
products and forms, and from different periods of time, locations and contexts, are constructed, distributed, 
engaged with, consumed and read by audiences.

Outcome 2
On completion of this unit the student should be able to use the media production process to design, produce 
and evaluate media representations for specified audiences in a range of media forms.

Outcome 3
On completion of this unit the student should be able to analyse how the structural features of Australian 
fictional and non-fictional narratives in two or more media forms engage, and are consumed and read by, 
audiences.

Assessment:
Suitable tasks for assessment in this unit may be selected from the following:
• audiovisual or video sequences
• radio or audio sequences
• photographs
• print layouts
• sequences or presentations using digital technologies
• posters
• written responses
• oral reports.
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The Arts

This subject will incur a levy of $100 per year.

Media
YEAR 11, UNIT 2
Course Description: Narrative across media forms
In this unit students further develop an understanding of the concept of narrative in media products and 
forms in different contexts. Narratives in both traditional and newer forms include film, television, sound, news, 
print, photography, games, and interactive digital forms. Students analyse the influence of developments 
in media technologies on individuals and society, examining in a range of media forms the effects of media 
convergence and hybridisation on the design, production and distribution of narratives in the media and 
audience engagement, consumption and reception.

Students undertake production activities to design and create narratives that demonstrate an awareness of 
the structures and media codes and conventions appropriate to corresponding media forms.

Areas of Study:
1. Narrative, style and genre
2. Narratives in production
3. Media and change

Outcomes:
Outcome 1
On completion of this unit the student should be able to analyse the intentions of media creators and producers 
and the influences of narratives on the audience in different media forms. 

Outcome 2
On completion of this unit the student should be able to apply the media production process to create, 
develop and construct narratives.

Outcome 3
On completion of this unit the student should be able to discuss the influence of new media technologies on 
society, audiences, the individual, media industries and institutions

Assessment:
Suitable tasks for assessment in this unit may be selected from the following:
•  audiovisual or video sequences
•  radio or audio sequences
•  photographs
•  print layouts
•  sequences or presentations using digital technologies
•  posters
•  written responses
•  oral reports.
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This subject will incur a levy of $100 per year
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Media
YEAR 12, UNIT 3
Course Description: Media narratives and pre-production
In this unit students explore stories that circulate in society through media narratives. They consider the 
use of media codes and conventions to structure meaning, and how this construction is influenced by the 
social, cultural, ideological and institutional contexts of production, distribution, consumption and reception. 
Students assess how audiences from different periods of time and contexts are engaged by, consume and 
read narratives using appropriate media language. 

Areas of Study:
1. Narrative and ideology
2. Media production development
3. Media Production Design

Outcomes:
Outcome 1
On completion of this unit the student should be able to analyse how narratives are constructed and distributed, 
and how they engage, are consumed and are read by the intended audience and present day audiences.

Outcome 2
On completion of this unit the student should be able to research aspects of a media form and experiment 
with media technologies and media production processes to inform and document the design of a media 
production.

Outcome 3
On completion of this unit the student should be able to develop and document a media production design in 
a selected media form for a specified audience.

Assessment:
School-assessed Coursework for Unit 3 will contribute 10 per cent to the study score.

Assessment for Media includes a School-assessed Task. The student’s level of performance in achieving 
Outcomes 2 and 3 in Unit 3 and Outcome 1 in Unit 4 will be assessed through a School-assessed Task.
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Media
YEAR 12, UNIT 4
Course Description: Media production and issues in the media
In this unit students focus on the production and post-production stages of the media production process, 
bringing the media production design created in Unit 3 to its realisation. They refine their media production in 
response to feedback and through personal reflection, documenting the iterations of their production as they 
work towards completion. 

Areas of Study:
1. Media production
2. Agency and control in and of the media

Outcomes:
Outcome 1
On completion of this unit the student should be able to produce, refine and resolve a media product designed 
in Unit 3.

Outcome 2
On completion of this unit the student should be able to discuss issues of agency and control in the relationship 
between the media and its audience.

Assessment:
School-assessed Coursework for Unit 4 will contribute 10 per cent to the study score. 

Assessment for Media includes a School-assessed Task. For this assessment teachers will provide to the 
VCAA a score representing an assessment of the student’s level of performance in achieving Outcomes 2 and 
3 in Unit 3, and Outcome 1 in Unit 4, according to criteria published annually online by the VCAA.

The School-assessed Task for Units 3 and 4 will contribute 40 per cent to the study score.

The level of achievement for Units 3 and 4 is also assessed by an end-of-year examination. The examination 
will contribute 40 per cent.

This subject will incur a levy of $100 per year

The Arts
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Studio Art
YEAR 11, UNIT 1
Course Description: Studio inspiration and techniques
In this unit students focus on developing an individual understanding of the stages of studio practice and 
learn how to explore, develop, refine, resolve and present artworks. Students explore sources of inspiration, 
research artistic influences, develop individual ideas and explore a range of materials and techniques related 
to specific art forms. Using documented evidence in a visual diary, students progressively refine and resolve 
their skills to communicate ideas in artworks. 

Students also research and analyse the ways in which artists from different times and cultures have developed 
their studio practice to interpret and express ideas, source inspiration and apply materials and techniques in 
artworks.

The exhibition of artworks is integral to Unit 1 and students are encouraged to visit a variety of exhibition 
spaces throughout the unit, reflect on the different environments and examine how artworks are presented to 
an audience.

Areas of Study:
1. Researching and recording ideas
2. Studio practice
3. Interpreting art ideas and use of materials and techniques

Outcomes:
Outcome 1
On completion of this unit the student should be able to identify sources of inspiration and artistic influences 
and outline individual ideas, art forms and aesthetic qualities, and translate these into visual language.

Outcome 2
On completion of this unit the student should be able to produce at least one finished artwork and progressively 
record the development of their studio practice, conveying individual ideas through the exploration of materials 
and techniques in the selected art form/s.

Outcome 3
On completion of this unit the student should be able to discuss the artistic practice of artists from different 
times and cultures, their sources of inspiration, materials and techniques for at least two artworks by each 
artist.

Assessment:
Outcomes 1 and 2
•  an outline of a proposed investigation of studio practice using visual language
•   a selection of exploratory work and a visual diary, showing sources of ideas and inspiration translated into 

visual form through the use of a variety of materials and techniques
•  a presentation of at least one finished artwork.

Outcome 3
At least one of:
•  an extended response
•  a short-answer responses
•  a presentation using digital technologies

This subject will incur a levy of $220 per year

The Arts



44  VCE, VET & VCAL Handbook

Studio Art
YEAR 11, UNIT 2
Course Description: Studio exploration and concepts
In this area of study students learn about studio practice and focus on the use of materials and techniques in 
the production of at least one artwork. Students explore a range of materials and techniques. They develop 
skills and learn to safely manipulate particular characteristics and properties of materials. They investigate the 
way various visual effects and aesthetic qualities can be created in artworks. Students further develop their 
understanding of visual language. They explore subject matter to convey individual ideas through the use of 
materials and techniques in a range of art forms. To consolidate the knowledge gained, students undertake a 
process of reflection and evaluation in written and visual form that is progressively recorded in a visual diary.

Areas of Study:
1. Exploration of studio practice and development of artworks
2. Ideas and styles in artworks

Outcomes:
Outcome 1
On completion of this unit the student should be able to develop an individual exploration proposal to form 
the basis of a studio process, and from this produce and document a variety of potential directions in a visual 
diary for at least one artwork.

Outcome 2
On completion of this unit the student should be able to compare a range of historical and contemporary art 
periods, styles or movements, and analyse the ways in which artists communicate ideas, develop styles and 
demonstrate aesthetic qualities in artworks.

Assessment:
Outcome 1
•  undertaking an exploration proposal
•  undertaking studio process
•  producing at least one artwork.

Outcome 2
•  an extended response
•  short-answer responses
•  a presentation using digital technologies
•  an oral presentation.

This subject will incur a levy of $220 per year

The Arts
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Studio Art
YEAR 12, UNIT 3
Course Description: Studio practices and processes
In this unit students focus on the implementation of an individual studio process leading to the production of 
a range of potential directions. Students develop and use an exploration proposal to define an area of creative 
exploration. They plan and apply a studio process to explore and develop their individual ideas. Analysis of 
these explorations and the development of the potential directions is an intrinsic part of the studio process to 
support the making of finished artworks in Unit 4.

Areas of Study:
1. Exploration proposal
2. Studio process
3. Artists and studio practices

Outcomes:
Outcome 1
On completion of this unit the student should be able to prepare an exploration proposal that formulates 
the content and parameters of an individual studio process including a plan of how the proposal will be 
undertaken.

Outcome 2
On completion of this unit the student should be able to progressively present an individual studio process 
recorded in written and visual form that produces a range of potential directions, and reflects the concepts 
and ideas documented in the exploration proposal and work plan.

Outcome 3
On completion of this unit the student should be able to examine the practice of at least two artists, with 
reference to two artworks by each artist, referencing the different historical and cultural context of each 
artwork.

Assessment:
•  structured questions
•  an annotated visual report
•  an essay
•  a presentation using digital technologies
•  a series of short responses
•  an oral presentation with supporting visual evidence.

This subject will incur a levy of $220 per year
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Studio Art
YEAR 12, UNIT 4
Course Description: Studio practice and art industry contexts
In this unit students focus on the planning, production and evaluation required to develop, refine and present 
artworks that link cohesively according to the ideas resolved in Unit 3. To support the creation of artworks, 
students present visual and written evaluation that explains why they selected a range of potential directions 
from Unit 3 to produce at least two finished artworks in Unit 4. The development of these artworks should 
reflect refinement and skillful application of materials and techniques, and the resolution of ideas and aesthetic 
qualities discussed in the exploration proposal in Unit 3. Once the artworks have been made, students provide 
an evaluation about the cohesive relationship between the artworks.

Areas of Study:
1. Production and presentation of artworks
2. Evaluation
3. Art industry contexts

Outcomes:
Outcome 1
On completion of this unit the student should be able to present at least two finished artworks based on 
selected and evaluated potential directions developed through the studio process, which demonstrate 
refinement and application of materials and techniques, and that realise and communicate the student’s ideas 
expressed in the exploration proposal.

Outcome 2
On completion of this unit the student should be able to provide visual and written documentation that 
identifies and evaluates the extent to which the artworks reflect the selected potential directions, and effectively 
demonstrates a cohesive relationship between the works.

Outcome 3
On completion of this unit the student should be able to compare the methods used by artists and 
considerations of curators in the preparation, presentation, conservation and promotion of specific artworks 
in at least two different exhibitions.

Assessment:
•  structured questions
•  an annotated visual report
•  an essay
•  a presentation using digital technologies
•  an oral presentation with visual evidence from the exhibitions visited.
• End-of-year examination

This subject will incur a levy of $220 per year
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Visual Communication Design

The Arts

YEAR 11, UNIT 1
Course Description:  Introduction to visual communication design
This unit focuses on using visual language to communicate messages, ideas and concepts. This involves 
acquiring and applying design thinking skills as well as drawing skills to create messages, ideas and concepts, 
both visible and tangible. Students practise their ability to draw what they observe and they use visualisation 
drawing methods to explore their own ideas and concepts. Students develop an understanding of the 
importance of presentation drawings to clearly communicate their final visual communications.

Areas of Study:
1. Drawing as a means of communication
2. Design elements and design principles
3. Visual communications in context

Outcomes:
Outcome 1
On completion of this unit the student should be able to create drawings for different purposes using a range 
of drawing methods, media and materials.

Outcome 2
On completion of this unit the student should be able to select and apply design elements and design principles 
to create visual communications that satisfy stated purposes.

Outcome 3
On completion of this unit the student should be able to describe how a visual communication has been 
influenced by past and contemporary practices, and by social and cultural factors. 

Assessment:
Suitable tasks for assessment in this unit may be selected from the following:
•  folio of observational, visualisation and presentation drawings created using manual and/or digital methods
•  final presentations created using manual and digital methods
•  written report of a case study
•  annotated visual report of a case study
•  oral report of a case study supported by written notes and/or visual materials
•  a presentation using digital technologies.
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YEAR 11, UNIT 2 
Course Description: Applications of visual communication within design fields
This unit focuses on the application of visual communication design knowledge, design thinking skills and 
drawing methods to create visual communications to meet specific purposes in designated design fields.

Students use presentation drawing methods that incorporate the use of technical drawing conventions to 
communicate information and ideas associated with the environmental or industrial fields of design. They 
investigate how typography and imagery are used in visual communication design. They apply design thinking 
skills when exploring ways in which images and type can be manipulated to communicate ideas and concepts 
in different ways in the communication design field.

Areas of Study:
1. Technical drawing in context
2. Type and imagery in context
3. Applying the design process

Outcomes:
Outcome 1
On completion of this unit the student should be able to create presentation drawings that incorporate relevant 
technical drawing conventions and effectively communicate information and ideas for a selected design field.

Outcome 2
On completion of this unit the student should be able to manipulate type and images to create visual 
communications suitable for print and screen-based presentations, taking into account copyright.

Outcome 3
On completion of this unit the student should be able to engage in stages of the design process to create a 
visual communication appropriate to a given brief.

Assessment:
Suitable tasks for assessment in this unit may be selected from the following:
•  folio of technical drawings created using manual and digital methods
•  folio of typography and image ideas and concepts created using manual and digital methods
•  written and/or oral descriptions and analysis of historical and contemporary design examples
•  folio demonstrating the design process using manual and digital methods
•  final presentations of visual communications.

Visual Communication Design
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Visual Communication Design

The Arts

YEAR 12, UNIT 3
Course Description:  Visual communication design practices
In this unit students gain an understanding of the process designers employ to structure their thinking 
and communicate ideas with clients, target audiences, other designers and specialists. Through practical 
investigation and analysis of existing visual communications, students gain insight into how the selection of 
methods, media and materials, and the application of design elements and design principles, can create 
effective visual communications for specific audiences and purposes. They investigate and experiment with 
the use of manual and digital methods, media and materials to make informed decisions when selecting 
suitable approaches for the development of their own design ideas and concepts. 

Areas of Study:
1. Analysis and practice in context
2. Design industry practice
3. Developing a brief and generating ideas

Outcomes:
Outcome 1
On completion of this unit the student should be able to create visual communications for specific contexts, 
purposes and audiences that are informed by their analysis of existing visual communications in the three 
design fields.

Outcome 2
On completion of this unit the student should be able to discuss the practices of a contemporary designer 
from each of the design fields and explain factors that influence these practices

Outcome 3
On completion of this unit the student should be able to apply design thinking in preparing a brief with two 
communication needs for a client, undertaking research and generating a range of ideas relevant to the brief.

Assessment:
Outcome 1
In response to given stimulus material, create three visual communications designed for different contexts, 
purposes and audiences, These visual communications will include evidence of:
• two- or three-dimensional presentation drawing
• use of manual and digital methods.
AND
An explanation of the connections between each of these visual communications and existing visual 
communications using one of the following forms:
• annotated visual communications
• written or oral report supported by visual evidence.

Outcome 2
Any one or a combination of the following tasks:
•  a written report
•  short and extended responses
•  structured questions
•  an annotated visual report.
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Visual Communication Design
YEAR 12, UNIT 4
Course Description:  Visual communication design development, evaluation and presentation
The focus of this unit is on the development of design concepts and two final presentations of visual 
communications to meet the requirements of the brief. This involves applying the design process twice to 
meet each of the stated communication needs.

Areas of Study:
1. Development, refinement and evaluation
2. Final presentations

Outcomes:
Outcome 1
On completion of this unit the student should be able to develop distinctly different concepts for each 
communication need and devise a pitch to present concepts to an audience, evaluating the extent to which 
these concepts meet the requirements of the brief.

Outcome 2
On completion of this unit the student should be able to produce a final visual communication presentation for 
each communication need that satisfies the requirements of the brief

Assessment:
Assessment for Visual Communication Design includes a School-assessed Task. For this assessment teachers
will provide to the VCAA a score representing an assessment of the student’s level of performance in achieving
Outcome 3 in Unit 3, and Outcomes 1 and 2 in Unit 4, according to criteria published annually online by the 
VCAA.
The School-assessed Task for Units 3 and 4 will contribute 40 per cent to the study score.

The level of achievement for Units 3 and 4 is also assessed by an end-of-year examination. The examination 
will contribute 35 per cent
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Accounting
YEAR 11, UNIT 1
Course Description: Role of accounting in business
This unit explores the establishment of a business and the role of accounting in the determination of business 
success or failure. In this, it considers the importance of accounting information to stakeholders. Students 
analyse, interpret and evaluate the performance of the business using financial and non-financial information. 
They use these evaluations to make recommendations regarding the suitability of a business as an investment. 
Students record financial data and prepare reports for service businesses owned by sole proprietors.

Where appropriate, the accounting procedures developed in each area of study should incorporate the 
application of the Conceptual Framework and financial indicators to measure business performance, and take 
into account the range of ethical considerations faced by business owners when making decisions, including 
financial, social and environmental.

Areas of Study:
1. The role of accounting
2. Recording financial data and reporting accounting information for a service business

Outcomes:
Outcome 1
On completion of this unit the student should be able to describe the resources required to establish and 
operate a business, and select and use accounting reports and other information to discuss the success or 
otherwise of the business.

Outcome 2
On completion of this unit the student should be able to identify and record financial data, report and explain 
accounting information for a service business, and suggest and apply appropriate financial and non-financial 
indicators to measure business performance.

Assessment:
•  a folio of exercises (manual methods and ICT)
•  structured questions (manual methods and ICT)
•  an assignment including use of ICT
•  a case study including use of ICT
•  a classroom presentation including use of ICT
•  a feasibility investigation of a business venture including use of ICT.
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Accounting
YEAR 11, UNIT 2
Course Description: Accounting and decision-making for a trading business
In this unit students develop their knowledge of the accounting process for sole proprietors operating a trading 
business, with a focus on inventory, accounts receivable, accounts payable and non-current assets. Students 
use manual processes and ICT, including spreadsheets, to prepare historical and budgeted accounting 
reports.

Students analyse and evaluate the performance of the business relating to inventory, accounts receivable, 
accounts payable and non-current assets. They use relevant financial and other information to predict, budget 
and compare the potential effects of alternative strategies on the performance of the business. Using these 
evaluations, students develop and suggest to the owner strategies to improve business performance.

Areas of Study:
1. Accounting for inventory
2. Accounting for and managing accounts receivable and accounts payable
3. Accounting for and managing non-current assets

Outcomes:
Outcome 1
On completion of this unit the student should be able to record and report for inventory and discuss the 
effect of relevant financial and non-financial factors, and ethical considerations, on the outcome of business 
decisions.

Outcome 2
On completion of this unit the student should be able to record and report for accounts receivable and 
accounts payable, and analyse and discuss the effect of relevant decisions on the performance of the business 
including the influence of ethical considerations.

Outcome 3
On completion of this unit the student should be able to record and report for non-current assets and 
depreciation.

Assessment:
•  a folio of exercises utilising manual methods and ICT
•  structured questions utilising manual methods and ICT
•  an assignment including use of ICT
•  a case study including use of ICT
•  a classroom presentation, role-play or debate
•  a report utilising ICT
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Accounting
YEAR 12, UNIT 3 
Course Description: Financial accounting for a trading business
This unit focuses on financial accounting for a trading business owned by a sole proprietor, and highlights the 
role of accounting as an information system. Students use the double entry system of recording financial data 
and prepare reports using the accrual basis of accounting and the perpetual method of inventory recording.

Students develop their understanding of the accounting processes for recording and reporting and consider 
the effect of decisions made on the performance of the business. They interpret reports and information 
presented in a variety of formats and suggest strategies to the owner to improve the performance of the 
business.

Areas of Study:
1. Recording and analysing financial data
2. Preparing and interpreting accounting reports

Outcome 1
On completion of this unit the student should be able to record financial data using a double entry system; 
explain the role of the General Journal, General Ledger and inventory cards in the recording process; and 
describe, discuss and analyse various aspects of the accounting system, including ethical considerations.

Outcome 2
On completion of this unit the student should be able to record transactions and prepare, interpret and 
analyse accounting reports for a trading business.

Assessment:
The student’s performance in each outcome will be assessed using one or more of the following:
•  structured questions (manual and ICT-based)
•  folio of exercises (manual and ICT-based)
•  a case study (manual and ICT-based)
•  a report (written, oral or ICT-based).
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Accounting
YEAR 12, UNIT 4
Course Description: Recording, reporting, budgeting and decision-making 
In this unit students further develop their understanding of accounting for a trading business owned by a 
sole proprietor and the role of accounting as an information system. Students use the double entry system of 
recording financial data, and prepare reports using the accrual basis of accounting and the perpetual method 
of inventory recording. Both manual methods and ICT are used to record and report.

Students extend their understanding of the recording and reporting process with the inclusion of balance 
day adjustments and alternative depreciation methods. They investigate both the role and importance of 
budgeting in decision-making for a business. They analyse and interpret accounting reports and graphical 
representations to evaluate the performance of a business. From this evaluation, students suggest strategies 
to business owners to improve business performance.

Areas of Study:
1. Extension of recording and reporting
2. Budgeting and decision-making 

Outcomes:
Outcome 1
On completion of this unit the student should be able to record financial data and balance day adjustments 
using a double entry system, report accounting information using an accrual-based system and evaluate the 
effect of balance day adjustments and alternative methods of depreciation on accounting reports.

Outcome 2
On completion of this unit the student should be able to prepare budgeted accounting reports and variance 
reports for a trading business using financial and other relevant information, and model, analyse and discuss 
the effect of alternative strategies on the performance of a business

Assessment:
The student’s performance in each outcome will be assessed using one or more of the following:
•  structured questions (manual and ICT-based)
•  folio of exercises (manual and ICT-based)
•  a case study (manual and ICT-based)
•  a report (written, oral or ICT-based).
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Business Management
YEAR 11, UNIT 1 
Course Description: Planning a business
Businesses of all sizes are major contributors to the economic and social wellbeing of a nation. Therefore how 
businesses are formed and the fostering of conditions under which new business ideas can emerge are vital 
for a nation’s wellbeing. Taking a business idea and planning how to make it a reality are the cornerstones of 
economic and social development. In this unit students explore the factors affecting business ideas and the 
internal and external environments within which businesses operate, and the effect of these on planning a 
business.

Areas of Study:
1. The business idea
2. External environment
3. Internal environment

Outcomes:
Outcome 1
On completion of this unit the student should be able to describe how and why business ideas are created 
and developed, and explain the methods by which a culture of business innovation and entrepreneurship may 
be fostered in a nation.

Outcome 2
On completion of this unit the student should be able to describe the external environment of a business and 
explain how the macro and operating factors within it may affect business planning.

Outcome 3
On completion of this unit the student should be able to describe the internal business environment and 
analyse how factors from within it may affect business planning.

Assessment:
•  a case study analysis
•  a business research report
•  development of a business plan and/or feasibility study
•  an interview and a report on contact with business
•  a school-based, short-term business activity
•  a business simulation exercise
•  an essay
•  a business survey and analysis
•  a media analysis.
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Business Management
YEAR 11, UNIT 2 
Course Description: Establishing a business
This unit focuses on the establishment phase of a business’s life. Establishing a business involves complying 
with legal requirements as well as making decisions about how best to establish a system of financial record 
keeping, staff the business and establish a customer base. In this unit students examine the legal requirements 
that must be satisfied to establish a business. They investigate the essential features of effective marketing 
and consider the best way to meet the needs of the business in terms of staffing and financial record keeping. 
Students analyse various management practices in this area by applying this knowledge to contemporary 
business case studies from the past four years.

Areas of Study:
1. Legal requirements and financial considerations
2. Marketing a business
3. Staffing a business

Outcomes:
Outcome 1
On completion of this unit the student should be able to explain the importance when establishing a business 
of complying with legal requirements and financial record keeping, and establishing effective policies and 
procedures.

Outcome 2
On completion of this unit the student should be able to explain the importance of establishing a customer 
base and a marketing presence to achieve the objectives of the business, analyse effective marketing and 
public relations strategies and apply these strategies to business-related case studies.

Outcome 3
On completion of this unit the student should be able to discuss the staffing needs for a business and evaluate 
the benefits and limitations of management strategies in this area from both an employer and an employee 
perspective.

Assessment:
•  a case study analysis
•   a business research report
•  development of a business plan and/or feasibility study
•  an interview and a report on contact with business
•  a school-based, short-term business activity
• a business simulation exercise
•  an essay
•  a business survey and analysis
•  a media analysis.
• an examination
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Business Management
YEAR 12, UNIT 3
Course Description: Managing a business
In this unit students explore the key processes and issues concerned with managing a business efficiently 
and effectively to achieve the business objectives. Students examine the different types of businesses and 
their respective objectives. They consider corporate culture, management styles, management skills and 
the relationship between each of these. Students investigate strategies to manage both staff and business 
operations to meet objectives.

Students develop an understanding of the complexity and challenge of managing businesses and through 
the use of contemporary business case studies from the past four years have the opportunity to compare 
theoretical perspectives with current practice.

Areas of Study:
1. Business foundations
2. Managing employees
3. Operations management

Outcomes:
Outcome 1
On completion of this unit the student should be able to discuss the key characteristics of businesses and 
stakeholders, and analyse the relationship between corporate culture, management styles and management 
skills.

Outcome 2
On completion of this unit the student should be able to explain theories of motivation and apply them to a 
range of contexts, and analyse and evaluate strategies related to the management of employees.

Outcome 3
On completion of this unit the student should be able to analyse the relationship between business objectives 
and operations management, and propose and evaluate strategies to improve the efficiency and effectiveness 
of business operations.

Assessment:
•  a case study
•  structured questions
•  an essay
•  a report
•  a media analysis.
• School-assessed coursework for Unit 3 will contribute 25% to the final assessment. 
• The level of achievement for Units 3 and 4 is also assessed by an end-of year examination, which will 

contribute 50% to the final assessment.
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Business Management
YEAR 12, UNIT 4
Course Description: Transforming a business
Businesses are under constant pressure to adapt and change to meet their objectives. In this unit students 
consider the importance of reviewing key performance indicators to determine current performance and the 
strategic management necessary to position a business for the future. Students study a theoretical model to 
undertake change, and consider a variety of strategies to manage change in the most efficient and effective 
way to improve business performance. They investigate the importance of leadership in change management. 
Using a contemporary business case study from the past four years, students evaluate business practice 
against theory.

Areas of Study:
1. Reviewing performance – the need for change
2. Implementing change

Outcomes:
Outcome 1
On completion of this unit the student should be able to explain the way business change may come about, 
use key performance indicators to analyse the performance of a business, discuss the driving and restraining 
forces for change and evaluate management strategies to position a business for the future.

Outcome 2
On completion of this unit the student should be able to evaluate the effectiveness of a variety of strategies 
used by managers to implement change and discuss the effect of change on the stakeholders of a business.

Assessment:
•  a case study
•  structured questions
•  an essay
•  a report
•  a media analysis.
• School-assessed coursework for Unit 4 will contribute 25% to the final assessment
• VCAA examination will contribute 50 per cent of final assessment
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Economics
YEAR 11, UNIT 1
Course Description: The behaviour of consumers and businesses
Economics is a dynamic and constantly evolving field. As a social science, Economics is interested in the way 
humans behave and the decisions made to meet the needs and wants of society. In this unit students explore 
their role in the economy, how they interact with businesses and the way economic models and theories have 
been developed to explain the causes and effects of human action.

Students explore some fundamental economic concepts. They examine basic economic models where 
consumers and businesses engage in mutually beneficial transactions and investigate the motivations and 
consequences of both consumer and business behaviour. They examine how individuals might respond to 
incentives and how technology may have altered the way businesses and consumers interact. Students are 
encouraged to investigate contemporary examples and case studies to enhance their understanding of the 
introductory economic concepts.

Students examine a simple microeconomic model to explain changes in prices and quantities traded. Through 
close examination of one or more key markets they gain insight into the factors that may affect the way 
resources are allocated in an economy and how market power can affect efficiency and living standards.

Areas of Study:
1. Thinking like an economist
2. Decision making in markets

Outcomes:
Outcome 1
On completion of this unit the student should be able to describe the basic economic problem, discuss the 
role of consumers and businesses in the economy and analyse the factors that influence decision making.

Outcome 2
On completion of this unit the student should be able to explain the role of relative prices and other non-price 
factors in the allocation of resources in a market-based economy.

Assessment:
Suitable tasks for assessment may be selected from the following:
• an analysis of written, visual and statistical evidence
• a folio of applied economic exercises
• problem-solving tasks
• a blog of media commentaries using print or electronic materials
• a report of an investigation or an inquiry
• a debate
• an essay/a structured report
• structured questions
• a presentation (oral, multimedia, visual)
• a web page
• media analyses
• case studies
• fieldwork
• economic simulation activities.
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Economics
YEAR 11, UNIT 2
Course Description: Contemporary economic issues
As a social science, economics often looks at contemporary issues where there are wide differences of opinion 
and constant debate. In most instances the decisions made by consumers, businesses and governments may 
benefit some stakeholders but not others. Trade-offs, where the achievement of one economic or public policy 
goal may come at the expense of another, are the subject of much debate in economic circles.

Students focus on the possible trade-off between the pursuit of growth in incomes and production and 
the goal of environmental sustainability and long-term economic prosperity. They investigate the importance 
of economic growth in terms of raising living standards and evaluate how achievement of this goal might 
result in degradation of the environment and the loss of key resources. Students examine whether the goals 
of economic growth and environmental sustainability can be compatible and discuss the effect of different 
policies on the achievement of these important goals.

Economic growth is generally associated with improvements in living standards as real incomes grow 
over time. Students explore how the benefits of economic growth are shared in an economy and begin to 
appreciate that efforts to increase economic efficiency might lead to a more inequitable distribution of income. 
They evaluate the role of government intervention in markets and discuss whether achieving greater equality 
causes a decline in economic growth and average living standards. Through the analysis of specific policy 
measures, students analyse and question the nature of this key trade-off and evaluate whether there is a 
degree of compatibility between equity and efficiency.

Students consider the influence on the world’s living standards of the decisions made and the actions taken 
in the global economy by investigating one or more contemporary global issues and the trade-offs involved. 
Through an examination of the issue, students gain a greater appreciation of additional factors that can affect 
living standards in both Australia and in other nations. They consider the perspectives of relevant stakeholders 
and evaluate the validity of individual and collective responses to global issues.

Areas of Study:
1. Economic growth, long-term economic prosperity and environmental sustainability
2. Economic efficiency and equity
3. Global economic issues

Outcomes:
Outcome 1
On completion of this unit the student should be able to explain the factors and policies that may influence 
economic growth and environmental sustainability, and analyse the potential trade-off.

Outcome 2
On completion of this unit the student should be able to explain the factors and policies that may influence 
equity in the distribution of income and efficiency of resource allocation, and analyse the potential trade-off.

Outcome 3 
On completion of this unit the student should be able to explain the factors that may influence a global 
economic issue/s and evaluate potential consequences associated with actions to address the issue/s.

Assessment:
Suitable tasks for assessment may be selected from the following:
• an analysis of written, visual and statistical evidence • a folio of applied economic exercises
• problem-solving tasks • a report of an investigation or an inquiry
• case studies • economic simulation activities.
• a debate • media analyses
• an essay/a structured report • structured questions
• a presentation (oral, multimedia, visual) • a web page
• economic simulation activities. • fieldwork
• a blog of media commentaries using print or electronic materials
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This subject will incur a levy of $270 per year

Geography
YEAR 11, UNIT 1
Course Description: Hazards and disasters
azards represent the potential to cause harm to people and or the environment, whereas disasters are defined 
as serious disruptions of the functionality of a community at any scale, involving human, material, economic 
or environmental losses and impacts. Hazards include a wide range of situations including those within local 
areas, such as fast-moving traffic or the likelihood of coastal erosion, to regional and global hazards such as 
drought and infectious disease.

Students undertake an overview of hazards before investigating two contrasting types of hazards and the 
responses to them.

Students examine the processes involved with hazards and hazard events, considering their causes and 
impacts, human responses to hazard events and the interconnections between human activities and natural 
phenomena, including the impact of climate change.

Areas of Study:
1. Characteristics of hazards
2. Response to hazards and disasters

Outcomes:
Outcome 1
On completion of this unit the student should be able to analyse, describe and explain the nature of hazards 
and impacts of hazard events at a range of scales

Outcome 2
On completion of this unit the student should be able to analyse and explain the nature, purpose and 
effectiveness of a range of responses to selected hazards and disasters.

Assessment:
Suitable tasks for assessment in this unit are:
• structured questions
• a case study
• a research report
• analysis of geographic data
• a multimedia presentation.
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This subject will incur a levy of $270 per year

Geography
YEAR 11, UNIT 2 
Course Description: Tourism: issues and challenges 
In this unit students investigate the characteristics of tourism: where it has developed, its various forms, 
how it has changed and continues to change and its impact on people, places and environments, issues 
and challenges of ethical tourism. Students select contrasting examples of tourism from within Australia and 
elsewhere in the world to support their investigations. Tourism involves the movement of people travelling 
away from and staying outside of their usual environment for more than 24 hours but not more than one 
consecutive year (United Nations World Tourism Organization definition). The scale of tourist movements since 
the 1950s and its predicted growth has had and continues to have a significant impact on local, regional and 
national environments, economies and cultures. The travel and tourism industry is directly responsible for a 
significant number of jobs globally and generates a considerable portion of global GDP.

The study of tourism at local, regional and global scales emphasises the interconnection within and between 
places as well as the impacts, issues and challenges that arise from various forms of tourism. For example, the 
interconnections of climate, landforms, culture and climate change help determine the characteristics of a place 
that can prove attractive to tourists. There is an interconnection between places tourists originate from and 
their destinations through the development of communication and transport infrastructure, employment, and 
cultural preservation and acculturation. The growth of tourism at all scales requires appropriate management 
to ensure it is environmentally, socially, culturally and economically sustainable.

Areas of Study:
1. Characteristics of tourism
2. Impact of tourism: issues and challenges

Outcomes:
Outcome 1
On completion of this unit the student should be able to analyse, describe and explain the nature of tourism 
at a range of scales.

Outcome 2
On completion of this unit the student should be able to analyse the impacts of tourism on people, places and 
environments, and evaluate the effectiveness of strategies for managing tourism.

Assessment:
Suitable tasks for assessment in this unit are:
• structured questions
• a case study
• a research report
• analysis of geographic data
• a multimedia presentation.
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This subject will incur a levy of $270 per year

Geography
YEAR 11, UNIT 3 
Course Description: Changing the land 
This unit focuses on two investigations of geographical change: change to land cover and change to land 
use. Land cover includes biomes such as forest, grassland, tundra, bare lands and wetlands, as well as 
land covered by ice and water. Land cover is the natural state of the biophysical environment developed 
over time as a result of the interconnection between climate, soils, landforms and flora and fauna and, 
increasingly, interconnections with human activity. Natural land cover is altered by many processes such as 
geomorphological events, plant succession and climate change.

Students investigate two major processes that are changing land cover in many regions of the world: melting 
glaciers and ice sheets, and deforestation.

They investigate the distribution and causes of the two processes. They select one location for each of the 
processes to develop a greater understanding of the changes to land cover produced by these processes, 
the impacts of these changes and responses to these changes at different scales.

People have modified land cover to produce a range of land uses to satisfy needs such as housing, resource 
provision, communication and recreation. Land use change is a characteristic of both urban and rural 
environments and occurs at both spatial and temporal scales.

At a local scale students investigate land use change using appropriate fieldwork techniques and secondary 
sources. They investigate the processes of change, the reasons for change and the impacts of change.

Areas of Study:
1. Land cover change 
2. Land use change

Outcomes:
Outcome 1
On completion of this unit the student should be able to analyse processes that result in changes to land cover 
and evaluate the impacts and responses resulting from these changes.

Outcome 2
On completion of this unit the student should be able to analyse land use change and evaluate its impacts.

Assessment:
Suitable tasks for assessment in this unit are:
Analysis of geographic data and
any one or a combination of the following:
• a research report
• a case study
• a multimedia presentation.
Fieldwork report and Structured questions.
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This subject will incur a levy of $270 per year

Geography
YEAR 11, UNIT 4 
Course Description: Human population: trends and issues 
Students investigate the geography of human populations. They explore the patterns of population change, 
movement and distribution, and how governments, organisations and individuals have responded to those 
changes in different parts of the world.

Students study population dynamics before undertaking an investigation into two significant population trends 
arising in different parts of the world. They examine the dynamics of populations and their environmental, 
economic, social, and cultural impacts on people and places. 

The growth of the world’s population from 2.5 billion in 1950 to over 7 billion since 2010 has been on a scale 
without parallel in human history. Much of the current growth is occurring within developing countries while 
the populations in many developed countries are either growing slowly or are declining.

Populations change through growth and decline in fertility and mortality, and by people moving to different 
places. The Demographic Transition Model and population structure diagrams provide frameworks for 
investigating the key dynamics of population.

Population movements such as voluntary and forced movements over long or short terms add further 
complexity to population structures and to environmental, economic, social, and cultural conditions. Many 
factors influence population change, including the impact of government policies, economic conditions, wars 
and revolution, political boundary changes and hazard events.

Students investigate the interconnections between the reasons for population change. They evaluate strategies 
developed in response to population issues and challenges, in both a growing population trend of one country 
and an ageing population trend of another country, in different parts of the world.

Areas of Study:
1. Population dynamics
2. Population issues and challenges

Outcomes:
Outcome 1
On completion of this unit the student should be able to analyse and discuss population dynamics on a global 
scale.

Outcome 2
On completion of this unit the student should be able to analyse the nature of significant population issues and 
challenges in selected countries and evaluate strategies in response to these.

Assessment:
Suitable tasks for assessment in this unit are:
Analysis of geographic data and
any one or a combination of the following:
• a research report
• a case study
• a multimedia presentation.
Fieldwork report and Structured questions.
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Modern History
YEAR 11, UNIT 1
Course Description: Change and conflict
In this unit students investigate the nature of social, political, economic and cultural change in the later part of 
the 19th century and the first half of the 20th century. Modern History provides students with an opportunity 
to explore the significant events, ideas, individuals and movements that shaped the social, political, economic 
and technological conditions and developments that have defined the modern world. 
The late 19th century marked a challenge to existing empires, alongside growing militarism and imperialism. 
Empires continued to exert their powers as they competed for new territories, resources and labour across 
Asia-Pacific, Africa and the Americas, contributing to tremendous change. This increasingly brought these 
world powers into contact and conflict. Italian unification and German unification changed the balance of 
power in Europe, the USA emerged from a bitter civil war and the Meiji Restoration brought political revolution 
to Japan. Meanwhile, China under the Qing struggled to survive due to foreign imperialism. Modernisation and 
industrialisation also challenged and changed the existing political, social and economic authority of empires 
and states. During this time the everyday lives of people significantly changed.
World War One was a significant turning point in modern history. It represented a complete departure from 
the past and heralded changes that were to have significant consequences for the rest of the twentieth 
century. The post-war treaties ushered in a period where the world was, to a large degree, reshaped with 
new borders, movements, ideologies and power structures and led to the creation of many new nation states. 
These changes had many unintended consequences that would lay the foundations for future conflict and 
instability in Europe, the Americas, Asia, Africa and the Middle East. Economic instability caused by the Great 
Depression contributed to great social hardship as well as to the development of new political movements. 
The period after World War One, in the contrasting decades of the 1920s and 1930s, was characterised by 
significant social, political, economic, cultural and technological change. In 1920 the League of Nations was 
established, but despite its ideals about future peace, subsequent events and competing ideologies would 
contribute to the world being overtaken by war in 1939. 
New fascist governments used the military, education and propaganda to impose controls on the way people 
lived, to exclude particular groups of people and to silence criticism. In Germany, the persecution of the Jewish 
people and other minorities intensified, resulting, during World War Two, in the Holocaust. In the Union of 
Soviet Socialist Republics (USSR), millions of people were forced to work in state-owned factories and farms 
and had limited personal freedom. Japan became increasingly militarised and anti-Western. Turkey emerged 
out of the ruins of the Ottoman Empire and embarked on reforms to establish a secular democracy. In the 
United States of America (USA), foreign policy was shaped by isolationism, and the consumerism and material 
progress of the Roaring Twenties was tempered by the Great Depression in 1929. Writers, artists, musicians, 
choreographers and filmmakers reflected, promoted or resisted political, economic and social changes. 

Areas of Study:
1. Ideology and conflict
2. Social and cultural change

Outcomes:
Outcome 1
On completion of this unit the student should be able to explain how significant events, ideologies and 
individuals contributed to political and economic changes in the first half of the 20th century, and analyse how 
these contributed to the causes of World War Two.
Outcome 2
On completion of this unit the student should be able to explain patterns of social and cultural change in 
everyday life in the first half of the twentieth century, and analyse the conditions which influenced these 
changes.

Assessment:
Suitable tasks for assessment in this unit may be selected from the following:
• a historical inquiry
• an essay
• evaluation of historical sources 
• short-answer questions
• extended responses
• a multimedia presentation. 
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Modern History
YEAR 11, UNIT 2 
Course Description: The changing world order
In this unit students investigate the nature and impact of the Cold War and challenges and changes to social, 
political and economic structures and systems of power in the second half of the twentieth century and the 
first decade of the twenty-first century.
The establishment of the United Nations (UN) in 1945 was intended to take an internationalist approach to 
avoiding warfare, resolving political tensions and addressing threats to human life and safety. The Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights adopted in 1948 was the first global expression of human rights. However, 
despite internationalist moves, the second half of the twentieth century was dominated by the Cold War, 
competing ideologies of democracy and communism and proxy wars. By 1989 the USSR began to collapse. 
Beginning with Poland, Eastern European communist dictatorships fell one by one. The fall of the Berlin Wall 
was a significant turning point in modern history.
The period also saw continuities in and challenges and changes to the established social, political and 
economic order in many countries. The continuation of moves towards decolonisation led to independence 
movements in former colonies in Africa, the Middle East, Asia and the Pacific. New countries were created and 
independence was achieved through both military and diplomatic means. Ethnic and sectarian conflicts also 
continued and terrorism became increasingly global. 
The second half of the twentieth century also saw the rise of social movements that challenged existing values 
and traditions, such as the civil rights movement, feminism and environmental movements, as well as new 
political partnerships, such as the UN, European Union, APEC, OPEC, ASEAN and the British Commonwealth 
of Nations. 
The beginning of the twenty-first century heralded both a changing world order and further advancements 
in technology and social mobility on a global scale. However, terrorism remained a major threat, influencing 
politics, social dynamics and the migration of people across the world. The attack on the World Trade Centre 
on 11 September, 2001 was a significant turning point for what became known as the war on global terror 
and shaped the first decade of the twenty-first century, including the wars in Afghanistan and Iraq. The Global 
Financial Crisis challenged and contributed to some change in the social, political and economic features 
and structures; however, many continuities remained. Technology also played a key role in shaping social 
and political change in different contexts. The internet significantly changed everyday life and revolutionised 
communication and the sharing of information and ideas, some of which challenged authority, most notably 
the Arab Spring.

Areas of Study:
1. Causes, course and consequences of the Cold War 
2. Challenge and change

Outcomes:
Outcome 1
On completion of this unit the student should be able to explain the causes of the Cold War and analyse its 
consequences on nations and people.

Outcome 2
On completion of this unit the student should be able to explain the challenges to social, political and/or 
economic structures of power and evaluate the extent to which continuity and change occurred.

Assessment:
Suitable tasks for assessment in this unit may be selected from the following:
• a historical inquiry
• an essay
• evaluation of historical sources 
• short-answer questions
• extended responses
• a multimedia presentation. 
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YEAR 12, UNIT 3 - Russia
Course Description: History: Revolutions -The Russian Revolution from 1896 to October 1917 
(Coronation of Tsar Nicholas II to the announcement of the Soviet government on 26 October 1917)
In Units 3 and 4 Revolutions students investigate the significant historical causes and consequences of 
political revolution. Revolutions represent great ruptures in time and are a major turning point in the collapse 
and destruction of an existing political order which results in extensive change to society. Revolutions are 
caused by the interplay of events, ideas, individuals and popular movements, and the interplay between the 
political, social, cultural, economic and environmental conditions. Their consequences have a profound effect 
on the political and social structures of the post-revolutionary society. Revolution is a dramatically accelerated 
process whereby the new regime attempts to create political, social, cultural and economic change and 
transformation based on the regime’s ideology. 

Change in a post-revolutionary society is not guaranteed or inevitable and continuities can remain from the 
pre-revolutionary society. The implementation of revolutionary ideology was often challenged internally by civil 
war and externally by foreign threats. These challenges can result in a compromise of revolutionary ideals and 
extreme measures of violence, oppression and terror. 

In these units students construct an argument about the past using historical sources (primary sources 
and historical interpretations) as evidence to analyse the complexity and multiplicity of the causes and 
consequences of revolution, and to evaluate the extent to which the revolution brought change to the lives of 
people. Students analyse the different perspectives and experiences of people who lived through dramatic 
revolutionary moments, and how society changed and/or remained the same. Students use historical 
interpretations to evaluate the causes and consequences of revolution and the extent of change instigated by 
the new regime.

Areas of Study:
1. Causes of revolution
2. Consequences of revolution

Outcomes:
Outcome 1
On completion of this unit the student should be able to analyse the causes of revolution, and evaluate the 
contribution of significant events, ideas, individuals and popular movements.

Outcome 2
On completion of this unit the student should be able to analyse the consequences of revolution and evaluate 
the extent of continuity and change in the post-revolutionary society.

Assessment:
Each of the following four assessment tasks must be completed over Units 3 and 4:
• a historical inquiry
• evaluation of historical sources 
• extended responses
• an essay.
Teachers may choose to select one or more assessment tasks for each outcome. The assessment tasks may 
be undertaken in any order.

History - Revolutions



68  VCE, VET & VCAL Handbook

Humanities

History - Revolutions
YEAR 12, UNIT 4 - China
Course Description: History: Revolutions - The Chinese Revolution from 1912 to 1949 (The founding 
of the Chinese Republic to the Communist victory in the Civil War in October 1949)
In Units 3 and 4 Revolutions students investigate the significant historical causes and consequences of 
political revolution. Revolutions represent great ruptures in time and are a major turning point in the collapse 
and destruction of an existing political order which results in extensive change to society. Revolutions are 
caused by the interplay of events, ideas, individuals and popular movements, and the interplay between the 
political, social, cultural, economic and environmental conditions. Their consequences have a profound effect 
on the political and social structures of the post-revolutionary society. Revolution is a dramatically accelerated 
process whereby the new regime attempts to create political, social, cultural and economic change and 
transformation based on the regime’s ideology. 

Change in a post-revolutionary society is not guaranteed or inevitable and continuities can remain from the 
pre-revolutionary society. The implementation of revolutionary ideology was often challenged internally by civil 
war and externally by foreign threats. These challenges can result in a compromise of revolutionary ideals and 
extreme measures of violence, oppression and terror. 

In these units students construct an argument about the past using historical sources (primary sources 
and historical interpretations) as evidence to analyse the complexity and multiplicity of the causes and 
consequences of revolution, and to evaluate the extent to which the revolution brought change to the lives of 
people. Students analyse the different perspectives and experiences of people who lived through dramatic 
revolutionary moments, and how society changed and/or remained the same. Students use historical 
interpretations to evaluate the causes and consequences of revolution and the extent of change instigated by 
the new regime.

Areas of Study:
1. Causes of revolution
2. Consequences of revolution

Outcomes:
Outcome 1
On completion of this unit the student should be able to analyse the causes of revolution, and evaluate the 
contribution of significant events, ideas, individuals and popular movements.

Outcome 2
On completion of this unit the student should be able to analyse the consequences of revolution and evaluate 
the extent of continuity and change in the post-revolutionary society.

Assessment:
Each of the following four assessment tasks must be completed over Units 3 and 4:
• a historical inquiry
• evaluation of historical sources 
• extended responses
• an essay.
Teachers may choose to select one or more assessment tasks for each outcome. The assessment tasks may 
be undertaken in any order.
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Australian History
YEAR 12, UNIT 3
Transformations: Colonial society to nation
In this unit students explore the transformation of the Port Phillip District (later Victoria) from the 1830s through 
to the end of the tumultuous gold rush decade in 1860. They consider the dramatic changes introduced as the 
British colonisers swiftly established themselves, taking possession of the land and then its newly discovered 
mineral riches.

Students examine transformations in the way of life of the Aboriginal peoples and to the environment as the 
European society consolidated itself. They also consider how new visions for the future created by the gold 
rush and the Eureka rebellion further transformed the new colony.

Students explore the type of society Australians attempted to create in the early years of the newly federated 
nation. Much of the legislation debated and passed by the Commonwealth Parliament was relatively advanced 
and Australia was seen as a social laboratory exploring new forms of rights and benefits for its citizens. 
Students evaluate the effect that Australian involvement in World War One had on the country’s egalitarian and 
socially progressive aspirations.

Areas of Study:
1. The reshaping of Port Phillip District/Victoria, 1834–1860
2. Making a people and a nation 1890–1920

Outcomes:
Outcome 1
On completion of this unit the student should be able to analyse the nature of change in the Port Phillip District/ 
Victoria in the period 1834–1860. 

Outcome 2
On completion of this unit the student should be able to analyse the visions and actions that shaped the new 
nation from 1890 to 1920, and the changes and continuities to these visions that resulted from participation 
in World War One.

Assessment:
Each of the following four assessment tasks must be completed over Units 3 and 4:
•  a historical inquiry
•  an analysis of primary sources
•  an analysis of historical interpretations
•  an essay.
School-assessed Coursework for Unit 3 will contribute 25 per cent to the study score. 
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Australian History
YEAR 12, UNIT 4
Transformations: Transformations: Old certainties and new visions
In this unit students investigate the continuing development of the nation in the early part of the twentieth 
century and the dramatic changes that occurred in the latter part of the century. After World War One the 
process of nation building was renewed. However, world events soon intruded again into the lives of all 
Australians. The economic crisis of the 1930s followed by another world war redirected the nation’s priorities 
for a time as it struggled to regain economic stability and defeat its military enemies. The experience of both 
the Depression and World War Two gave rise to renewed thinking by Australians about how to achieve the 
type of society envisaged at the time of Federation. In Area of Study 1 students focus on one of the crises 
faced by the nation: The Great Depression 1929–1939 or World War Two 1939–1945.

In Area of Study 2 students explore social, economic and political changes in the latter part of the twentieth 
century that collectively challenged and/or overturned much of Australia’s earlier carefully constructed social 
and economic fabric. Students examine two changes drawn from: Australia’s involvement in the Vietnam War, 
Aboriginal land rights, equality for women, new patterns of immigration and/or a global economy. 

Areas of Study:
1. Crises that tested the nation 1929–1945
2. Voices for change 1965–2000

Outcomes:
Outcome 1
On completion of this unit the student should be able to analyse the social, economic and political consequences 
of a crisis on the nation.

Outcome 2
On completion of this unit the student should be able to analyse and evaluate two key social, economic and 
political changes in late twentieth century Australia. 

Assessment:
Each of the following four assessment tasks must be completed over Units 3 and 4:
•  a historical inquiry
•  an analysis of primary sources
•  an analysis of historical interpretations
•  an essay.
School-assessed Coursework for Unit 4 will contribute 25 per cent to the study score.
The level of achievement for Units 3 and 4 is also assessed by an end-of-year examination. The examination 
will contribute 50 per cent.
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Legal Studies
YEAR 11, UNIT 1
Course Description: Guilt and liability
In this unit students develop an understanding of legal foundations, such as the different types and sources 
of law and the existence of a court hierarchy in Victoria. Students investigate key concepts of criminal law 
and civil law and apply these to actual and/or hypothetical scenarios to determine whether an accused may 
be found guilty of a crime, or liable in a civil dispute. In doing so, students develop an appreciation of the way 
in which legal principles and information are used in making reasoned judgments and conclusions about the 
culpability of an accused, and the liability of a party in a civil dispute.

Areas of Study:
1. Legal foundations
2. The presumption of innocence
3. Civil liability

Outcomes:
Outcome 1
On completion of this unit the student should be able to describe the main sources and types of law, and 
assess the effectiveness of laws.

Outcome 2 
On completion of this unit the student should be able to explain the purposes and key concepts of criminal law, 
and use legal reasoning to argue the criminal culpability of an accused based on actual and/or hypothetical 
scenarios.

Outcome 3
On completion of this unit the student should be able to explain the purposes and key concepts of civil law, and 
apply legal reasoning to argue the liability of a party in civil law based on actual and/or hypothetical scenarios.

Assessment:
Suitable tasks for assessment in this unit may be selected from the following:
•  a folio of exercises
•  structured questions
•  a classroom presentation
•  a role-play
•  a debate
•  a report
•  a question-and-answer session.
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Legal Studies
YEAR 11, UNIT 2
Course Description: Sanctions, remedies and rights
 This unit focuses on the enforcement of criminal law and civil law, the methods and institutions that may be 
used to determine a criminal case or resolve a civil dispute, and the purposes and types of sanctions and 
remedies and their effectiveness.

Students undertake a detailed investigation of two criminal cases and two civil cases from the past four years 
to form a judgment about the ability of sanctions and remedies to achieve the principles of justice. Students 
develop their understanding of the way rights are protected in Australia and in another country, and possible 
reforms to the protection of rights. They examine a significant case in relation to the protection of rights in 
Australia.

Areas of Study:
1. Sanctions
2. Remedies
3. Rights

Outcomes:
Outcome 1
On completion of this unit the student should be able to explain key concepts in the determination of a criminal 
case, and discuss the principles of justice in relation to the determination of criminal cases, sanctions and 
sentencing approaches.

Outcome 2
On completion of this unit the student should be able to explain key concepts in the resolution of a civil dispute, 
and discuss the principles of justice in relation to the resolution of civil disputes and remedies..

Outcome 3
On completion of this unit the student should be able to evaluate the ways in which rights are protected 
in Australia, compare this approach with that adopted by another country and discuss the impact of an 
Australian case on the rights of individuals and the legal system.

Assessment:
Suitable tasks for assessment in this unit may be selected from the following:
•  a folio of exercises
•  structured questions
•  a classroom presentation
•  a role-play
•  a debate
•  a report
•  a question-and-answer session.
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Legal Studies
YEAR 12, UNIT 3 
Course Description: Rights and justice
In this unit students examine the methods and institutions in the justice system and consider their 
appropriateness in determining criminal cases and resolving civil disputes. Students consider the Magistrates’ 
Court, County Court and Supreme Court within the Victorian court hierarchy, as well as other Victorian legal 
institutions and bodies available to assist with cases. Students explore matters such as the rights available to 
an accused and to victims in the criminal justice system, the roles of the judge, jury, legal practitioners and the 
parties, and the ability of sanctions and remedies to achieve their purposes. Students investigate the extent 
to which the principles of justice are upheld in the justice system. They discuss recent reforms from the past 
four years and recommended reforms to enhance the ability of the justice system to achieve the principles 
of justice. Throughout this unit, students apply legal reasoning and information to actual and/or hypothetical 
scenarios.

Areas of Study:
1. The Victorian criminal justice system
2. The Victorian civil justice system

Outcomes:
Outcome 1
On completion of this unit the student should be able to explain the rights of the accused and of victims in the 
criminal justice system, discuss the means used to determine criminal cases and evaluate the ability of the 
criminal justice system to achieve the principles of justice.

Outcome 2
On completion of this unit the student should be able to analyse the factors to consider when initiating a civil 
claim, discuss the institutions and methods used to resolve civil disputes and evaluate the ability of the civil 
justice system to achieve the principles of justice.

Assessment:
The student’s performance on each outcome will be assessed using one or more of the following:
•  a case study
•  structured questions
•  an essay
•  a report in written format
•  a report in multimedia format
•  a folio of exercises.

School-assessed Coursework for Unit 3 will contribute 25 per cent to the study score.
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Legal Studies
YEAR 12, UNIT 4 
Course Description:  The people and the law
In this unit, students explore how the Australian Constitution establishes the law-making powers of the 
Commonwealth and state parliaments, and protects the Australian people through structures that act as a 
check on parliament in law-making. Students develop an understanding of the significance of the High Court 
in protecting and interpreting the Australian Constitution. They investigate parliament and the courts, and the 
relationship between the two in law-making, and consider the roles of the individual, the media and law reform 
bodies in influencing law reform. Throughout this unit, students apply legal reasoning and information to actual 
scenarios.

Areas of Study:
1. The people and the Australian Constitution
2. The people, the parliament and the courts

Outcomes:
Outcome 1
On completion of this unit the student should be able to discuss the significance of High Court cases involving 
the interpretation of the Australian Constitution and evaluate the ways in which the Australian Constitution acts 
as a check on parliament in law-making.

Outcome 2
On completion of this unit the student should be able to discuss the factors that affect the ability of parliament 
and courts to make law, evaluate the ability of these law-makers to respond to the need for law reform, and 
analyse how individuals, the media and law reform bodies can influence a change in the law.

Assessment:
The student’s performance on each outcome will be assessed using one or more of the following:
•  a case study
•  structured questions
•  an essay
•  a report in written format
•  a report in multimedia format
•  a folio of exercises.
School-assessed Coursework for Unit 4 will contribute 25 per cent to the study score.
The level of achievement for Units 3 and 4 is also assessed by an end-of-year examination. The examination 
will contribute 50 per cent.
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Physical Education

Health and Physical Education

YEAR 11, UNIT 1
Course Description: The human body in motion
In this unit students explore how the musculoskeletal and cardiorespiratory systems work together to produce 
movement. Through practical activities students explore the relationships between the body systems and 
physical activity, sport and exercise, and how the systems adapt and adjust to the demands of the activity. 
Students investigate the role and function of the main structures in each system and how they respond to 
physical activity, sport and exercise. They explore how the capacity and functioning of each system acts as an 
enabler or barrier to movement and participation in physical activity.

Areas of Study:
1. How does the musculoskeletal system work to produce movement?
2. How does the cardiorespiratory system function at rest and during physical activity?

Outcomes:
Outcome 1
On completion of this unit students should be able to collect and analyse information from, and participate in, 
a variety of practical activities to explain how the musculoskeletal system functions and its limiting conditions, 
and evaluate the ethical and performance implications of the use of practices and substances that enhance 
human movement.

Outcome 2
On completion of this unit students should be able to collect and analyse information from, and participate 
in, a variety of practical activities to explain how the cardiovascular and respiratory systems function and 
the limiting conditions of each system, and discuss the ethical and performance implications of the use of 
practices and substances to enhance the performance of these two systems.

Assessment:
•   a written report analysing participation in at least four physical activities that demonstrate how the 

musculoskeletal and cardiorespiratory systems work together to produce movement.
•  a practical laboratory report linking key knowledge and key skills to a practical activity or practical activities
•  a case study analysis
•  a data analysis
•  a critically reflective folio/diary of participation in practical activities
•  a visual presentation such as a graphic organiser, concept/mind map, annotated poster, presentation file
•  a multimedia presentation, including two or more data types (for example, text, still and moving images, 

sound) and involving some form of interaction or simulation
•  a physical simulation or model
•  an oral presentation such as podcast, debate
•  a written report
• structure questions.
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Health and Physical Education

Physical Education
YEAR 11, UNIT 2 
Course Description: Physical activity, sport and society
This unit develops students’ understanding of physical activity, sport and society from a participatory 
perspective. Students are introduced to types of physical activity and the role participation in physical activity 
and sedentary behaviour plays in their own health and wellbeing as well as in other people’s lives in different 
population groups.

Areas of Study:
1. What are the relationships between physical activity, sport, health and society?
2.  What are the contemporary issues associated with physical activity and sport?

Outcomes: 
Outcome 1
On completion of this unit the student should be able to collect and analyse data related to individual and 
population levels of participation in physical activity and sedentary behaviour to create, undertake and 
evaluate an activity plan that meets the physical activity and sedentary behaviour guidelines for an individual 
or a specific group.

Outcome 2
On completion of this unit the student should be able to apply a social-ecological framework to research, 
analyse and evaluate a contemporary issue associated with participation in physical activity and/or sport in a 
local, national or global setting.

Assessment:
•  a written plan and a reflective folio demonstrating participation in a program designed to either increase 

physical activity levels and/or reduce sedentary behaviour based on the physical activity and sedentary 
behaviour guidelines for an individual or a selected group.

•  a visual presentation such as a graphic organiser, concept/mind map, annotated poster, presentation file
• a multimedia presentation, including two or more data types (for example, text, still and moving images, 

sound) and involving some form of interaction or simulation
•  an oral presentation
•  a written report.

Health and Physical Education
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Physical Education
YEAR 12, UNIT 3 
Course Description: Movement skills and energy for physical activity 
This unit introduces students to the biomechanical and skill acquisition principles used to analyse human 
movement skills and energy production from a physiological perspective. Students use a variety of tools and 
techniques to analyse movement skills and apply biomechanical and skill acquisition principles to improve 
and refine movement in physical activity, sport and exercise. They use practical activities to demonstrate how 
correct application of these principles can lead to improved performance in physical activity and sport.

Students investigate the relative contribution and interplay of the three energy systems to performance in 
physical activity, sport and exercise. In particular, they investigate the characteristics of each system and the 
interplay of the systems during physical activity. Students explore the causes of fatigue and consider different 
strategies used to postpone fatigue and promote recovery.

Areas of Study:
1. How are movement skills improved?
2. How does the body produce energy?

Outcomes:
Outcome 1
On completion of this unit the student should be able to collect and analyse information from, and participate 
in, a variety of physical activities to develop and refine movement skills from a coaching perspective, through 
the application of biomechanical and skill acquisition principles.

Outcome 2
On completion of this unit the student should be able to use data collected in practical activities to analyse 
how the major body and energy systems work together to enable movements to occur, and explain the factors 
causing fatigue and suitable recovery strategies.

Assessment:
The student’s level of achievement in Unit 3 will be determined by School-assessed Coursework. 
School-assessed Coursework for Unit 3 will contribute 25 per cent to the study score.

•   Structured questions that draw on primary data which analyses a movement skill using biomechanical and 
skill acquisition principles.

•  A laboratory report based on primary data collected during participation in a practical activity, which 
analyses the relative contribution of energy systems and acute responses to exercise.

•  A response in one or more of the following forms, which focus on energy system interplay, fatigue and/or 
recovery.

•  a practical laboratory report 
•  a case study analysis 
•  a data analysis 
• a critically reflective folio/diary of participation in practical activities 
•  a visual presentation 
•  a multimedia presentation 
• structured questions. 

The level of achievement for Units 3 and 4 is also assessed by an end-of-year examination. The examination 
will contribute 50 per cent.

Health and Physical Education
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Health and Physical Education

Physical Education
YEAR 12, UNIT 4 
Course Description: Training to improve performance
In this unit students analyse movement skills from a physiological, psychological and sociocultural perspective, 
and apply relevant training principles and methods to improve performance within physical activity at an 
individual, club and elite level. Improvements in performance, in particular fitness, depend on the ability of 
the individual and/ or coach to gain, apply and evaluate knowledge and understanding of training. Students 
analyse skill frequencies, movement patterns, heart rates and work to rest ratios to determine the requirements 
of an activity. Students consider the physiological, psychological and sociological requirements of training to 
design and evaluate an effective training program.

Areas of Study:
1. What are the foundations of an effective training program?
2. How is training implemented effectively to improve fitness?

Outcomes:
Outcome 1
On completion of this unit the student should be able to analyse data from an activity analysis and fitness tests 
to determine and assess the fitness components and energy system requirements of the activity.

Outcome 2
On completion of this unit the student should be able to participate in a variety of training methods, and design 
and evaluate training programs to enhance specific fitness components.

Assessment:
The student’s level of achievement in Unit 4 will be determined by School-assessed Coursework. 
School-assessed Coursework for Unit 4 will contribute 25 per cent to the study score.

• A written report analysing data from an activity analysis to determine the relevant fitness components and 
energy system requirements in a selected activity and including justification of the selection of appropriate 
tests to assess fitness.

• A reflective folio of participation in a minimum of five different training sessions focusing on the components 
of the session, the training method completed and the implementation of training principles to the fitness 
components being trained.

• A written report that will draw on the personal experiences recorded in the folio to design a six-week 
training program for a given case study.

• A response in one or more of the following formats, which links chronic adaptations of the cardiovascular, 
respiratory and muscular systems to training methods and improved performance:

• a case study analysis 
• a data analysis 
•  structured questions. 

The level of achievement for Units 3 and 4 is also assessed by an end-of-year examination. The examination 
will contribute 50 per cent.
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Health & Human Development

Health and Physical Education

YEAR 11, UNIT 1 
Course Description: Understanding health and wellbeing
This unit looks at health and wellbeing as a concept with varied and evolving perspectives and definitions. 
It takes the view that health and wellbeing are subject to a wide range of contexts and interpretations, with 
different meanings for different people. As a foundation to the understanding of health, students should 
investigate the World Health Organization’s (WHO) definition and also explore other interpretations. Wellbeing 
is a complex combination of all dimensions of health, characterised by an equilibrium in which the individual 
feels happy, healthy, capable and engaged. For the purposes of this study, students should consider wellbeing 
to be an implicit element of health. 

In this unit students identify personal perspectives and priorities relating to health and wellbeing, and enquire 
into factors that influence health attitudes, beliefs and practices, including among Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islanders. Students look at multiple dimensions of health and wellbeing, the complex interplay of influences 
on health and wellbeing and the indicators used to measure and evaluate health status. With a focus on 
youth, students consider their own health as individuals and as a cohort. They build health literacy through 
interpreting and using data, through investigating the role of food, and through extended inquiry into one youth 
health focus area.

Areas of Study:
1. Health perspectives and influences
2. Health and nutrition
3. Youth health and wellbeing

Outcomes:
Outcome 1
On completion of this unit the student should be able to explain multiple dimensions of health and wellbeing, 
explain indicators used to measure health status and analyse factors that contribute to variations in health 
status of youth.

Outcome 2
On completion of this unit the student should be able to apply nutrition knowledge and tools to the selection 
of food and the evaluation of nutrition information.

Outcome 3
On completion of this unit the student should be able to interpret data to identify key areas for improving youth 
health and wellbeing, and plan for action by analysing one particular area in detail.

Assessment:
Suitable tasks for assessment in this unit may be selected from the following:
•  a short written report, such as a media analysis, a research inquiry, a blog or a case study analysis
•  oral presentation, such as a debate or a podcast
•  a visual presentation such as a graphic organiser, a concept/mind map, an annotated poster, a digital 

presentation
•  structured questions, including data analysis.
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Health and Physical Education

Health & Human Development
YEAR 11, UNIT 2 
Course Description:  Managing health and development
This unit investigates transitions in health and wellbeing, and development, from lifespan and societal 
perspectives. Students look at changes and expectations that are part of the progression from youth to 
adulthood. This unit promotes the application of health literacy skills through an examination of adulthood as 
a time of increasing independence and responsibility, involving the establishment of long-term relationships, 
possible considerations of parenthood and management of health-related milestones and changes.

Areas of Study:
1. Developmental transitions
2. Health care in Australia

Outcomes:
Outcome 1
On completion of this unit the student should be able to explain developmental changes in the transition 
from youth to adulthood, analyse factors that contribute to healthy development during prenatal and early 
childhood stages of the lifespan and explain health and wellbeing as an intergenerational concept.

Outcome 2
On completion of this unit the student should be able to describe how to access Australia’s health system, 
explain how it promotes health and wellbeing in their local community, and analyse a range of issues associated 
with the use of new and emerging health procedures and technologies. 

Assessment:
Suitable tasks for assessment in this unit may be selected from the following:
• a short written report, such as a media analysis, a research inquiry, a blog or a case study analysis
• oral presentation, such as a debate or a podcast
• a visual presentation such as a graphic organiser, a concept/mind map, an annotated poster, a digital 

presentation
• structured questions, including data analysis
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Health & Human Development
YEAR 12, UNIT 3 
Course Description:  Australia’s health in a globalised world
This unit looks at health, wellbeing and illness as multidimensional, dynamic and subject to different 
interpretations and contexts. Students begin to explore health and wellbeing as a global concept and to 
take a broader approach to inquiry. As they consider the benefits of optimal health and wellbeing and its 
importance as an individual and a collective resource, their thinking extends to health as a universal right. 
Students look at the fundamental conditions required for health improvement, as stated by the World Health 
Organization (WHO). They use this knowledge as background to their analysis and evaluation of variations in 
the health status of Australians. Area of Study 2 focuses on health promotion and improvements in population 
health over time. Students look at various public health approaches and the interdependence of different 
models as they research health improvements and evaluate successful programs. While the emphasis is on 
the Australian health system, the progression of change in public health approaches should be seen within a 
global context.

Areas of Study:
1. Understanding health and wellbeing
2. Promoting health and wellbeing

Outcomes:
Outcome 1
On completion of this unit the student should be able to explain the complex, dynamic and global nature of 
health and wellbeing, interpret and apply Australia’s health status data and analyse variations in health status

Outcome 2
On completion of this unit the student should be able to explain changes to public health approaches, analyse 
improvements in population health over time and evaluate health promotion strategies.

Assessment:
The student’s performance on each outcome is assessed using one or more of the following:

• a short written report, such as a media analysis, a research inquiry, a blog or a case study analysis
• oral presentation, such as a debate or a podcast
• a visual presentation such as a graphic organiser, a concept/mind map, an annotated poster, a digital 

presentation
• structured questions, including data analysis.
School-assessed Coursework for Unit 3 will contribute 25 per cent to the study score

Health and Physical Education
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Health & Human Development
YEAR 12, UNIT 4 
Course Description: Health and human development in a global context
This unit examines health and wellbeing, and human development in a global context. Students use data to 
investigate health status and burden of disease in different countries, exploring factors that contribute to health 
inequalities between and within countries, including the physical, social and economic conditions in which 
people live. Students build their understanding of health in a global context through examining changes in 
burden of disease over time and studying the key concepts of sustainability and human development. They 
consider the health implications of increased globalisation and worldwide trends relating to climate change, 
digital technologies, world trade and the mass movement of people. Area of Study 2 looks at global action to 
improve health and wellbeing and human development, focusing on the United Nations’ (UN’s) Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs) and the work of the World Health Organization (WHO). Students also investigate 
the role of non-government organisations and Australia’s overseas aid program. Students evaluate the 
effectiveness of health initiatives and programs in a global context and reflect on their capacity to take action.

Areas of Study:
1. Health and wellbeing in a global context
2. Health and the Sustainable Development Goals

Outcomes:
Outcome 1
On completion of this unit the student should be able to analyse similarities and differences in health status 
and burden of disease globally and the factors that contribute to differences in health and wellbeing.

Outcome 2
On completion of this unit the student should be able to analyse relationships between the SDGs and their 
role in the promotion of health and human development, and evaluate the effectiveness of global aid programs

Assessment:
The student’s performance on each outcome is assessed using one or more of the following:
• a short written report, such as a media analysis, a research inquiry, a blog or a case study analysis
• an oral presentation, such as a debate or a podcast
• a visual presentation such as a graphic organiser, a concept/mind map, an annotated poster, a digital 

presentation
• structured questions, including data analysis.
School-assessed Coursework for Unit 4 will contribute 25 per cent to the study score.

The level of achievement for Units 3 and 4 is also assessed by an end-of-year examination.

The examination will contribute 50 per cent.
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Outdoor & Environmental Studies
UNIT 3 
Course Description: Relationships with outdoor environments
The focus of this unit is the ecological, historical and social contexts of relationships between humans and 
outdoor environments in Australia. Case studies of a range of impacts on outdoor environments are examined 
in the context of the changing nature of human relationships with outdoor environments in Australia.

Students consider a number of factors that influence relationships with outdoor environments. They also 
examine the dynamic nature of relationships between humans and their environment.

Students are involved in one or more experiences in outdoor environments, including in areas where there is 
evidence of human interaction. Through these practical experiences students are able to make comparisons 
between and to reflect upon outdoor environments, as well as to develop theoretical knowledge and skills 
about specific natural environments.

Areas of Study:
1. Historical relationships with outdoor environments
2. Relationships with Australian environments since 1990

Outcomes:
Outcome 1
On completion of this unit the student should be able to explain and evaluate how relationships with Australian 
outdoor environments have changed over time, with reference to specific outdoor experiences.

Outcome 2
On completion of this unit the student should be able to analyse and evaluate the factors influencing societal 
relationships with outdoor environments since 1990, with reference to specific outdoor experiences.

Assessment:
The student’s level of achievement in Unit 3 will be determined by School-assessed Coursework.
School-assessed Coursework for Unit 3 will contribute 25 per cent to the study score.

Health and Physical Education

This subject will incur a levy of $400 per year
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Health and Physical Education

Outdoor & Environmental Studies
UNIT 4 
Course Description: Sustainable outdoor relationships
In this unit students explore the sustainable use and management of outdoor environments. They examine the 
contemporary state of environments in Australia, consider the importance of healthy outdoor environments, 
and examine the issues relating to the capacity of outdoor environments to support the future needs of the 
Australian population.

Students examine the importance of developing a balance between human needs and the conservation 
of outdoor environments and consider the skills needed to be environmentally responsible citizens. They 
investigate current acts and conventions as well as management strategies for achieving and maintaining 
healthy and sustainable environments in contemporary Australian society.

Areas of Study:
1. Healthy outdoor environments
2. Sustainable outdoor environments

Outcomes:
Outcome 1
On completion of this unit the student should be able to evaluate the contemporary state of Australian outdoor 
environments and analyse the importance of healthy outdoor environments and sustainability for individuals 
and society, with reference to specific outdoor experiences.

Outcome 2
On completion of this unit the student should be able to analyse conflicts over the use of outdoor environments, 
and evaluate practices and strategies for sustaining outdoor environments, with reference to specific outdoor 
experiences

Assessment:
The student’s level of achievement in Unit 4 will be determined by School-assessed Coursework. 
School-assessed Coursework for Unit 4 will contribute 25 per cent to the study score. 

The level of achievement for Units 3 and 4 is also assessed by an end-of-year examination.

The examination will contribute 50 per cent.

This subject will incur a levy of $400 per year
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Mathematics

YEAR 11, UNIT 1 and 2 
Course Description:
Foundation Mathematics provides for the continuing mathematical development of students entering VCE 
and who do not necessarily intend to undertake Unit 3 and 4 studies in VCE Mathematics in the following 
year. This course is designed to complement General Mathematics and Mathematical Methods. Students 
completing this course would need to undertake additional targeted mathematical study in order to attempt 
Further Mathematics Units 3 and 4.

In Foundation Mathematics there is a strong emphasis on the use of mathematics in practical contexts 
encountered in everyday life in the community, at work and at study. The areas of study for Units 1 and 2 of 
Foundation Mathematics are ‘Space, shape and design’, ‘Patterns and number’, ‘Data’ and ‘Measurement’.

All four areas of study are to be completed over the two units. The content should be developed using contexts 
present in students’ other studies, work and personal or other familiar situations. In undertaking these units, 
students are expected to be able to apply techniques, routines and processes involving rational numbers  and 
real arithmetic, sets, lists and tables, diagrams and geometric constructions, equations and graphs with and 
without the use of technology. They should have familiarity with relevant mental and by-hand approaches to 
estimation and computation. The use of numerical, graphical, geometric, symbolic and statistical functionality 
of technology for teaching and learning mathematics, for working mathematically, and in related assessment, 
is to be incorporated throughout each unit as applicable. 

Areas of Study:
1. Space, shape and design
2. Patterns and number 
3. Data
4. Measurement

Outcomes:
Outcome 1
On completion of this unit the student should be able to use and apply a range of mathematical concepts, 
skills and procedures from selected areas of study to solve problems based on a range of everyday and 
real-life contexts. 

Outcome 2
On completion of this unit the student should be able to apply mathematical procedures to solve practical 
problems in both familiar and new contexts, and communicate their results.

Outcome 3
On completion of this unit the student should be able to select and use technology to solve problems in 
practical contexts. 

Assessment:
Will include a selection of tasks using 
•  Investigations and projects 
•  Assignments 
•  Summary or review notes 
•  Tests
• Semester Examinations

Foundation Mathematics
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YEAR 11, UNIT 1 and 2 
Course Description:
General Mathematics provides for different combinations of student interests and preparation for study of 
VCE Mathematics at the Unit 3 and 4 level. The areas of study for General Mathematics Unit 1 and Unit 2 
are ‘Algebra and structure’, ‘Arithmetic and number’, ‘Discrete mathematics’, ‘Geometry, measurement and 
trigonometry’, ‘Graphs of linear and non-linear relations’ and ‘Statistics’.

For Units 1 and 2, to suit the range of students entering the study, content must be selected from the six areas 
of study using the following rules:
•   for each unit, content covers four or more topics in their entirety, selected from at least three different areas 

of study
•    courses intended as preparation for study at the Units 3 and 4 level should include a selection of topics from 

areas of study that provide a suitable background for these studies
•  topics can also be selected from those available for Specialist Mathematics Units 1 and 2
•  content covered from an area of study provides a clear progression in knowledge and skills from Unit 1 to 
Unit 2.
In undertaking these units, students are expected to be able to apply techniques, routines and processes 
involving rational and real arithmetic, sets, lists and tables, diagrams and geometric constructions, algebraic 
manipulation, equations and graphs with and without the use of technology. They should have facility with 
relevant mental and by-hand approaches to estimation and computation. The use of numerical, graphical, 
geometric, symbolic, financial and statistical functionality of technology for teaching and learning mathematics, 
for working mathematically, and in related assessment, is to be incorporated throughout each unit as applicable. 

Areas of Study:
1.  Algebra and structure
2.  Arithmetic and number
3.  Discrete mathematics
4.  Geometry, measurement and trigonometry
5.  Graphs of linear and non-linear relations
6.  Statistics

Outcomes:
Outcome 1
On completion of this unit the student should be able to define and explain key concepts as specified in the 
selected content from the areas of study, and apply a range of related mathematical routines and procedures. 

Outcome 2
On completion of each unit the student should be able to select and apply mathematical facts, concepts, 
models and techniques from the topics covered in the unit to investigate and analyse extended application 
problems in a range of contexts.

Outcome 3
On completion of this unit the student should be able to select and use numerical, graphical, symbolic and 
statistical functionalities of technology to develop mathematical ideas, produce results and carry out analysis 
in situations requiring problem-solving, modelling or investigative techniques or approaches. 

Assessment: 
Will include a selection of tasks using: 
•  Assignments 
•  Tests 
•  Summary or review notes 
•  Short written responses 
•  Problem-solving tasks 
•  Modelling tasks 
•  Semester examinations

General Mathematics

Mathematics
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Mathematics

Further Mathematics
YEAR 12, UNIT 3 & 4 
Course Description:
Further Mathematics consists of two areas of study, a compulsory Core area of study to be completed in 
Unit 3 and an Applications area of study to be completed in Unit 4. The Core comprises ‘Data analysis’ and 
‘Recursion and financial modelling’. The Applications comprises two modules to be completed in their entirety, 
from a selection of four possible modules: ‘Matrices’, ‘Networks and decision mathematics’, ‘Geometry and 
measurement’ and ‘Graphs and relations’. ‘Data analysis’ comprises 40 per cent of the content to be covered, 
‘Recursion and financial modelling’ comprises 20 per cent of the content to be covered, and each selected 
module comprises 20 per cent of the content to be covered. Assumed knowledge and skills for the Core 
are contained in the General Mathematics Units 1 and 2 topics: ‘Computation and practical arithmetic’, 
‘Investigating and comparing data distributions’, ‘Investigating relationships between two numerical variables’, 
‘Linear graphs and modelling’, ‘Linear relations and equations’, and ‘Number patterns and recursion’. For each 
module there are related topics in General Mathematics Units 1 and 2.

In undertaking these units, students are expected to be able to apply techniques, routines and processes 
involving rational and real arithmetic, sets, lists and tables, diagrams and geometric constructions, algebraic 
manipulation, equations, and graphs. They should have a facility with relevant mental and by-hand approaches 
to estimation and computation. The use of numerical, graphical, geometric, symbolic, financial and statistical 
functionality of technology for teaching and learning mathematics, for working mathematically, and in related 
assessment, is to be incorporated throughout each unit as applicable. 

Areas of Study:
1. Core -  Data analysis, 
   Recursion and financial modelling
2.  Applications -  Students must complete two modules selected from the following four modules. 
   • Matrices
   • Networks and decision mathematics
   • Geometry and measurement
   • Graphs and relations

Outcomes:
Unit 3 

Outcome 1
On completion of this unit the student should be able to define and explain key concepts and apply related 
mathematical techniques and models as specified in Area of Study 1 in routine contexts

Outcome 2
On completion of this unit the student should be able to select and apply the mathematical concepts, models 
and techniques as specified in Area of Study 1 in a range of contexts of increasing complexity.

Outcome 3
On completion of this unit the student should be able to select and appropriately use numerical, graphical, 
symbolic and statistical functionalities of technology to develop mathematical ideas, produce results and carry 
out analysis in situations requiring problem-solving, modelling or investigative techniques or approaches. 

Assessment: 
School-assessed coursework and two end-of-year examinations.

Contribution to final assessment

• School-assessed coursework for Unit 3 will contribute 20 per cent and for Unit 4 will contribute 14 per cent 
to the study score.

• The level of achievement for Units 3 and 4 is also assessed by two end-of-year examinations, which will 
contribute 66 per cent to the study score.
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Mathematical Methods 

Mathematics

YEAR 11, UNIT 1 & 2 
Course Description:
Mathematical Methods Units 1 and 2 provide an introductory study of simple elementary functions of a single 
real variable, algebra, calculus, probability and statistics and their applications in a variety of practical and 
theoretical contexts. They are designed as preparation for Mathematical Methods Units 3 and 4 and contain 
assumed knowledge and skills for these units. The focus of Unit 1 is the study of simple algebraic functions, 
and the areas of study are ‘Functions and graphs’, ‘Algebra’, ‘Calculus’ and ‘Probability and statistics’. At 
the end of Unit 1, students are expected to have covered the content outlined in each area of study, with the 
exception of ‘Algebra’ which extends across Units 1 and 2. This content should be presented so that there is 
a balanced and progressive development of skills and knowledge from each of the four areas of study with 
connections between and across the areas of study being developed consistently throughout both Units 1 
and 2.

In Unit 2 students focus on the study of simple transcendental functions and the calculus of simple algebraic 
functions. The areas of study are ‘Functions and graphs’, ‘Algebra’, ‘Calculus’, and ‘Probability and statistics’. 
At the end of Unit 2, students are expected to have covered the material outlined in each area of study. Material 
from the ‘Functions and graphs’, ‘Algebra’, ‘Calculus’, and ‘Probability and statistics’ areas of study should 
be organised so that there is a clear progression of skills and knowledge from Unit 1 to Unit 2 in each area of 
study. 

Areas of Study:
1. Functions and graphs
2. Algebra 
3. Calculus
4. Probability and statistics

Outcomes:
Outcome 1
On completion of this unit the student should be able to define and explain key concepts as specified in the 
content from the areas of study, and apply a range of related mathematical routines and procedures. 

Outcome 2
On completion of this unit the student should be able to apply mathematical processes in non-routine 
contexts, including situations requiring problem-solving, modelling or investigative techniques or approaches, 
and analyse and discuss these applications of mathematics. 

Outcome 3
On completion of this unit the student should be able to use numerical, graphical, symbolic and statistical 
functionalities of technology to develop mathematical ideas, produce results and carry out analysis in situations 
requiring problem-solving, modelling or investigative techniques or approaches. 

Assessment:
Assessment tasks will include
•  Assignments 
•  Tests 
•  Summary or review notes 
•  Short written responses 
•  Problem-solving tasks 
•  Modelling tasks 
•  Semester examinations
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Mathematics

Mathematical Methods
YEAR 12, UNIT 3 and 4 
Course Description:
Mathematical Methods Units 3 and 4 are completely prescribed and extend the introductory study of simple 
elementary functions of a single real variable, to include combinations of these functions, algebra, calculus, 
probability and statistics, and their applications in a variety of practical and theoretical contexts. Units 3 and 4 
consist of the areas of study ‘Functions and graphs’, ‘Calculus’, ‘Algebra’ and ‘Probability and statistics’, which 
is covered in progression from Unit 3 to Unit 4. Assumed knowledge and skills for Mathematical Methods 
Units 3 and 4 are contained in Mathematical Methods Units 1 and 2, and will be drawn on, as applicable, in 
the development of related content from the areas of study, and key knowledge and skills for the outcomes of 
Mathematical Methods Units 3 and 4.
For Unit 3 a selection of content includes the areas of study ‘Functions and graphs’ and ‘Algebra’, and 
applications of derivatives and differentiation, and identifying and analysing key features of the functions 
and their graphs from the ‘Calculus’ area of study. For Unit 4, this selection consists of remaining content 
from the areas of study: ‘Functions and graphs’, ‘Calculus’ and ‘Algebra’, and the study of random variables 
and discrete and continuous probability distributions and the distribution of sample proportions. For Unit 4, 
the content from the ‘Calculus’ area of study includes anti-differentiation, integration, the relation between 
integration and the area of regions specified by lines or curves described by the rules of functions, and simple 
applications of this content.
The selection of content from the areas of study are constructed so that there is a development in the complexity 
and sophistication of problem types and mathematical processes used (modelling, transformations, graph 
sketching and equation solving) in application to contexts related to these areas of study. There is a clear 
progression of skills and knowledge from Unit 3 to Unit 4 in each area of study.
In undertaking these units, students are expected to be able to apply techniques, routines and processes 
involving rational and real arithmetic, sets, lists and tables, diagrams and geometric constructions, algebraic 
manipulation, equations, graphs, differentiation, anti-differentiation, integration and inference with and without 
the use of technology. They should have facility with relevant mental and by-hand approaches to estimation 
and computation. The use of numerical, graphical, geometric, symbolic and statistical functionality of 
technology for teaching and learning mathematics, for working mathematically, and in related assessment, is 
to be incorporated throughout each unit as applicable. 

Areas of Study:
1. Functions and graphs
2. Algebra
3. Calculus
4. Probability and statistics

Outcomes:
Outcome 1
On completion of each unit the student should be able to define and explain key concepts as specified in 
thecontent from the areas of study, and apply a range of related mathematical routines and procedures. 
Outcome 2
On completion of each unit the student should be able to apply mathematical processes in non-routine 
contexts, including situations requiring problem-solving, modelling or investigative techniques or approaches, 
and analyse
and discuss these applications of mathematics.
Outcome 3
On completion of each unit the student should be able to select and appropriately use numerical, graphical, 
symbolic and statistical functionalities of technology to develop mathematical ideas, produce results and carry 
out analysis in situations requiring problem-solving, modelling or investigative techniques or approaches. 

Assessment Unit 3 & 4:
The student’s level of achievement for Units 3 and 4 will be determined by School-assessed Coursework. 
School-assessed Coursework will contribute 17 per cent to the study score for each of Units 3 and 4.

The level of achievement for Units 3 and 4 is also assessed by two end-of-year examinations.
The examinations will contribute 22 and 44 per cent respectively.
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YEAR 11, UNIT 1 and 2 
Course Description:
Specialist Mathematics Units 1 and 2 provide a course of study for students who wish to undertake an 
in-depth study of mathematics, with an emphasis on concepts, skills and processes related to mathematical 
structure, modelling, problem solving and reasoning. This study has a focus on interest in the discipline of 
mathematics in its own right and investigation of a broad range of applications, as well as development of a 
sound background for further studies in mathematics and mathematics related fields.

Mathematical Methods Units 1 and 2 and Specialist Mathematics Units 1 and 2, taken in conjunction, provide 
a comprehensive preparation for Specialist Mathematics Units 3 and 4. The areas of study for Units 1 and 
2 of Specialist Mathematics are ‘Algebra and structure’, ‘Arithmetic and number’, ‘Discrete mathematics’,  
‘Geometry, measurement and trigonometry’, ‘Graphs of linear and non-linear relations’ and ‘Statistics’. In 
undertaking these units, students are expected to be able to apply techniques, routines and processes  
involving rational, real and complex arithmetic, sets, lists and tables, diagrams and geometric constructions, 
algebraic manipulation, equations and graphs with and without the use of technology. They should have facility 
with relevant mental and by-hand approaches to estimation and computation. The use of numerical, graphical, 
geometric, symbolic and statistical functionality of technology for teaching and learning mathematics, for 
working mathematically, and in related assessment, is to be incorporated throughout each unit as applicable.

Areas of Study:
1. Algebra and structure
2. Arithmetic and number
3. Discrete mathematics
4. Geometry, measurement and trigonometry
5. Graphs of linear and non-linear relations
6. Statistics

Outcomes:
Outcome 1
On completion of this unit the student should be able to define and explain key concepts in relation to the 
topics from the selected areas of study, and apply a range of related mathematical routines and procedures.

Outcome 2
On completion of each unit the student should be able to apply mathematical processes in non-routine 
contexts, and analyse and discuss these applications of mathematics in at least three areas of study.

Outcome 3
On completion of this unit the student should be able to use technology to produce results and carry out 
analysis in situations requiring problem-solving, modelling or investigative techniques or approaches in at least 
three areas of study.

Assessment:
Assessment tasks will include 
•  Assignments 
•  Tests 
•  Summary or review notes 
•  Short written responses 
•  Problem-solving tasks 
•  Modelling tasks 
•  Semester examinations

Mathematics

Specialist Mathematics
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YEAR 12, UNIT 3 and 4 
Course Description:
Specialist Mathematics Units 3 and 4 consist of the areas of study: ‘Functions and graphs’, ‘Algebra’, 
‘Calculus’, ‘Vectors’, ‘Mechanics’ and ‘Probability and statistics’. The development of course content should 
highlight mathematical structure, reasoning and applications across a range of modelling contexts with an 
appropriate selection of content for each of Unit 3 and Unit 4. The selection of content for Unit 3 and Unit 4 
should be constructed so that there is a balanced and progressive development of knowledge and skills with 
connections among the areas of study being developed as appropriate across Unit 3 and Unit 4.

Specialist Mathematics Units 3 and 4 assumes familiarity with the key knowledge and skills from Mathematical 
Methods Units 1 and 2, the key knowledge and skills from Specialist Mathematics Units 1 and 2 topics 
‘Number systems and recursion’ and ‘Geometry in the plane and proof’, and concurrent or previous study of 
Mathematical Methods Units 3 and 4. Together these cover the assumed knowledge and skills for Specialist 
Mathematics, which are drawn on as applicable in the development of content from the areas of study and 
key knowledge and skills for the outcomes.

In Unit 3 a study of Specialist Mathematics would typically include content from ‘Functions and graphs’ and a 
selection of material from the ‘Algebra’, ‘Calculus’ and ‘Vectors’ areas of study. In Unit 4 this selection would  
typically consist of the remaining content from the ‘Algebra’, ‘Calculus’, and ‘Vectors’ areas of study and the 
content from the ‘Mechanics’ and ‘Probability and statistics’ areas of study. 

In undertaking these units, students are expected to be able to apply techniques, routines and processes 
involving rational, real and complex arithmetic, sets, lists and tables, diagrams and geometric constructions, 
algebraic manipulation, equations, graphs, differentiation, anti-differentiation and integration and inference with 
and without the use of technology. They should have facility with relevant mental and by-hand approaches to 
estimation and computation. The use of numerical, graphical, geometric, symbolic and statistical functionality 
of technology for teaching and learning mathematics, for working mathematically, and in related assessment, 
is to be incorporated throughout each unit as applicable.

Areas of Study:
1. Functions and graphs
2. Algebra
3. Calculus
4. Vectors
5. Mechanics
6. Probability and statistics

Outcomes:
Outcome 1
On the completion of each unit the student should be able to define and explain key concepts as specified 
in the content from the areas of study, and apply a range of related mathematical routines and procedures.

Outcome 2
On the completion of each unit the student should be able to apply mathematical processes, with an emphasis 
on general cases, in non-routine contexts, and analyse and discuss these applications of mathematics. 

Outcome 3
On completion of each unit the student should be able to select and appropriately use numerical, graphical, 
symbolic and statistical functionalities of technology to develop mathematical ideas, produce results and carry 
out analysis in situations requiring problem-solving, modelling or investigative techniques or approaches. 

Assessment:
The student’s level of achievement for Units 3 and 4 will be determined by School-assessed Coursework.
School-assessed Coursework will contribute 17 per cent to the study score for each of Units 3 and 4.

The level of achievement for Units 3 and 4 will also be assessed by two end-of-year examinations.  
The examinations will contribute 22 and 44 per cent respectively.

Mathematics

Specialist Mathematics



92  VCE, VET & VCAL Handbook

Biology
YEAR 11, UNIT 1 
Course Description: How do organisms regulate their functions?
In this unit students examine the cell as the structural and functional unit of life, from the single celled to the 
multicellular organism, including the requirements for sustaining cellular processes. Students focus on cell 
growth, replacement and death and the role of stem cells in differentiation, specialisation and renewal of cells. 
They explore how systems function through cell specialisation in vascular plants and animals, and consider 
the role homeostatic mechanisms play in maintaining an animal’s internal environment.

A student-adapted or student-designed scientific investigation is undertaken in Area of Study 3. The 
investigation involves the generation of primary data and is related to the function and/or the regulation of cells 
or systems. The investigation draws on the key science skills and key knowledge from Area of Study 1 and/
or Area of Study 2.

Areas of Study:
1. How do cells function?
2. How do plant and animal systems function?
3. How do scientific investigations develop understanding of how organisms regulate their functions?

Outcomes:
Outcome 1
On completion of this unit the student should be able to explain and compare cellular structure and function 
and analyse the cell cycle and cell growth, death and differentiation.

Outcome 2
On completion of this unit the student should be able to explain and compare how cells are specialised and 
organised in plants and animals, and analyse how specific systems in plants and animals are regulated.

Outcome 3
On completion of this unit the student should be able to adapt or design and then conduct a scientific 
investigation related to function and/or regulation of cells or systems, and draw a conclusion based on 
evidence from generated primary data.

Assessment:
For Outcomes 1 and 2
For each outcome, at least one task selected from:
• a case study analysis
• a bioinformatics exercise
• a data analysis of generated primary and/or collated secondary data
• reflective annotations of a logbook of practical activities
• media analysis of two or more media sources
• a modelling or simulation activity
• problem-solving involving biological concepts and/or skills
• a response to a bioethical issue
• a report of a laboratory or fieldwork activity including the generation of primary data
• a scientific poster.

For Outcome 3
•  a report of a student-adapted or student-designed scientific investigation using a selected format such as a 

scientific poster, an article for a scientific publication, a practical report, an oral presentation, a multimedia 
presentation or a visual representation.

All students will complete a mid-year examination on Unit 1. 

 

Science
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Science

Biology
YEAR 11, UNIT 2 
Course Description: How does inheritance impact on diversity?
In this unit students explore reproduction and the transmission of biological information from generation to 
generation and the impact this has on species diversity. They apply their understanding of chromosomes to 
explain the process of meiosis. Students consider how the relationship between genes, and the environment 
and epigenetic factors influence phenotypic expression. They explain the inheritance of characteristics, 
analyse patterns of inheritance, interpret pedigree charts and predict outcomes of genetic crosses. 

Students analyse the advantages and disadvantages of asexual and sexual reproductive strategies, including 
the use of reproductive cloning technologies. They study structural, physiological and behavioural adaptations 
that enhance an organism’s survival. Students explore interdependences between species, focusing on how 
keystone species and top predators structure and maintain the distribution, density and size of a population. 
They also consider the contributions of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander knowledge and perspectives in 
understanding the survival of organisms in Australian ecosystems.

A student-directed research investigation into a contemporary ethical issue is to be undertaken in Area of 
Study 3. The investigation relates to the application of genetic knowledge, reproductive science, inheritance 
or adaptations and interdependencies beneficial for survival. The investigation draws on key knowledge and 
key science skills from Area of Study 1 and/or Area of Study 2.

Areas of Study:
1. How is inheritance explained?
2. How do inherited adaptations impact on diversity?
3. How do humans use science to explore and communicate contemporary bioethical issues?

Outcomes:
Outcome 1
On completion of this unit the student should be able to explain and compare chromosomes, genomes, 
genotypes and phenotypes, and analyse and predict patterns of inheritance.

Outcome 2
On completion of this unit the student should be able to analyse advantages and disadvantages of reproductive 
strategies, and evaluate how adaptations and interdependencies enhance survival of species within an 
ecosystem.

Outcome 2
On completion of this unit the student should be able to identify, analyse and evaluate a bioethical issue in 
genetics, reproductive science or adaptations beneficial for survival.

Assessment:
For Outcomes 1 and 2
For each outcome, at least one task selected from:
• a case study analysis
• a bioinformatics exercise
• a data analysis of generated primary and/or collated secondary data
• reflective annotations of a logbook of practical activities
• media analysis of two or more media sources
• a modelling or simulation activity
• problem-solving involving biological concepts and/or skills
• a response to an issue
• a report of a laboratory or fieldwork activity including the generation of primary data
• a scientific poster
For Outcome 3
•  a response to an investigation into a bioethical issue relating to genetics or reproductive science or 

adaptations beneficial to survival 

All students will complete an end of year examination on Unit 2.
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Biology

Science

YEAR 12, UNIT 3 
Course Description: How do cells maintain life?
In this unit students investigate the workings of the cell from several perspectives. They explore the relationship 
between nucleic acids and proteins as key molecules in cellular processes. Students analyse the structure and 
function of nucleic acids as information molecules, gene structure and expression in prokaryotic and eukaryotic 
cells and proteins as a diverse group of functional molecules. They examine the biological consequences of 
manipulating the DNA molecule and applying biotechnologies.

Students explore the structure, regulation and rate of biochemical pathways, with reference to photosynthesis 
and cellular respiration. They explore how the application of biotechnologies to biochemical pathways could 
lead to improvements in agricultural practices.

Students apply their knowledge of cellular processes through investigation of a selected case study, data 
analysis and/or a bioethical issue. Examples of investigation topics include, but are not limited to: discovery 
and development of the model of the structure of DNA; proteomic research applications; transgenic organism 
use in agriculture; use, research and regulation of gene technologies, including CRISPR-Cas9; outcomes 
and unexpected consequences of the use of enzyme inhibitors such as pesticides and drugs; research into 
increasing efficiency of photosynthesis or cellular respiration or impact of poisons on the cellular respiration 
pathway.

Areas of Study:
1. What is the role of nucleic acids and proteins in maintaining life?
2. How are biochemical pathways regulated?

Outcomes:
Outcome 1
On completion of this unit the student should be able to analyse the relationship between nucleic acids and 
proteins, and evaluate how tools and techniques can be used and applied in the manipulation of DNA.

Outcome 2
On completion of this unit the student should be able to analyse the structure and regulation of biochemical 
pathways in photosynthesis and cellular respiration, and evaluate how biotechnology can be used to solve 
problems related to the regulation of biochemical pathways.

Assessment:
For Outcomes 1 and 2
For each outcome, one task selected from: 
• analysis and evaluation of a selected biological case study
• analysis and evaluation of generated primary and/or collated secondary data
• comparison and evaluation of biological concepts, methodologies and methods, and findings from three 

student practical activities
• analysis and evaluation of a contemporary bioethical issue.

Each task type can only be selected once across Units 3 and 4.
For each task the time allocated should be approximately 50–70 minutes for a written response and 10 
minutes for a multimodal or oral presentation.
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Biology
YEAR 12, UNIT 4 
Course Description: How does life change and respond to challenges?
In this unit students consider the continual change and challenges to which life on Earth has been, and 
continues to be, subjected to. They study the human immune system and the interactions between its 
components to provide immunity to a specific pathogen. Students consider how the application of biological 
knowledge can be used to respond to bioethical issues and challenges related to disease. 
Students consider how evolutionary biology is based on the accumulation of evidence over time. They 
investigate the impact of various change events on a population’s gene pool and the biological consequences 
of changes in allele frequencies. Students examine the evidence for relatedness between species and change 
in life forms over time using evidence from paleontology, structural morphology, molecular homology and 
comparative genomics. Students examine the evidence for structural trends in the human fossil record, 
recognising that interpretations can be contested, refined or replaced when challenged by new evidence. 
Students demonstrate and apply their knowledge of how life changes and responds to challenges through 
investigation of a selected case study, data analysis and/or bioethical issue. Examples of investigation topics 
include, but are not limited to: deviant cell behaviour and links to disease; autoimmune diseases; allergic 
reactions; development of immunotherapy strategies; use and application of bacteriophage therapy; prevention 
and eradication of disease; vaccinations; bioprospecting for new medical treatments; trends, patterns and 
evidence for evolutionary relationships; population and species changes over time in non-animal communities 
such as forests and microbiota; monitoring of gene pools for conservation planning; role of selective breeding 
programs in conservation of endangered species; or impact of new technologies on the study of evolutionary 
biology.

Areas of Study:
1. How do organisms respond to pathogens?
2. How are species related over time?
3. How is scientific inquiry used to investigate cellular processes and/or biological change?

Outcomes:
Outcome 1
On completion of this unit the student should be able to analyse the immune response to specific antigens, 
compare the different ways that immunity may be acquired and evaluate challenges and strategies in the 
treatment of disease.

Outcome 2
On completion of this unit the student should be able to analyse the evidence for genetic changes in populations 
and changes in species over time, analyse the evidence for relatedness between species, and evaluate the 
evidence for human change over time.

Outcome 3 
On completion of this unit the student should be able to design and conduct a scientific investigation related 
to cellular processes and/or how life changes and responds to challenges, and present an aim, methodology 
and methods, results, discussion and a conclusion in a scientific poster. 

Assessment:
For Outcomes 1 and 2
For each outcome, one task selected from:
• analysis and evaluation of a selected biological case study
• analysis and evaluation of generated primary and/or collated secondary data
• comparison and evaluation of biological concepts, methodologies and methods, and findings from three 

student practical activities
• analysis and evaluation of a contemporary bioethical issue.

For Outcome 3
Communication of the design, analysis and findings of a student-designed and student-conducted scientific 
investigation through a structured scientific poster and logbook entries.
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YEAR 11, UNIT 1 
Course Description: How can the diversity of materials be explained?
The development and use of materials for specific purposes is an important human endeavour. In this unit 
students investigate the chemical properties of a range of materials from metals and salts to polymers and 
nanomaterials. Using their knowledge of elements and atomic structure students explore and explain the 
relationships between properties, structure and bonding forces within and between particles that vary in size 
from the visible, through nanoparticles, to molecules and atoms.

Students examine the modification of metals, assess the factors that affect the formation of ionic crystals and 
investigate a range of non-metallic substances from molecules to polymers and giant lattices and relate their 
structures to specific applications.

Students are introduced to quantitative concepts in chemistry including the mole concept. They apply their 
knowledge to determine the relative masses of elements and the composition of substances. 

Throughout the unit students use chemistry terminology including symbols, formulas, chemical nomenclature 
and equations to represent and explain observations and data from experiments, and to discuss chemical 
phenomena.

Areas of Study:
1. How can knowledge of elements explain the properties of matter? 
2. How can the versatility of non-metals be explained? 
3. Research investigation

Outcomes:
Outcome 1
On completion of this unit the student should be able to relate the position of elements in the periodic table 
to their properties, investigate the structures and properties of metals and ionic compounds, and calculate 
mole quantities. 

Outcome 2
On completion of this unit the student should be able to investigate and explain the properties of carbon lattices 
and molecular substances with reference to their structures and bonding, use systematic nomenclature to 
name organic compounds, and explain how polymers can be designed for a purpose. 

Outcome 3
On completion of this unit the student should be able to investigate a question related to the development, 
use and/or modification of a selected material or chemical and communicate a substantiated response to the 
question. 

Assessment:
Suitable tasks for assessment may be selected from the following:
For Outcomes 1 and 2
• annotations of a practical work folio of activities or investigations
• a report of a practical activity or investigation
• a modelling activity
• media response
• problem-solving involving chemical concepts, skills and/or issues
•  a reflective learning journal/blog related to selected activities or in response to an issue
• data analysis
• a test comprising multiple choice and/or short answer and/or extended response.
For Outcome 3
•  a report of an independent investigation of a topic selected from Area of Study 1 and/or Area of Study 2, 

using an appropriate format, for example digital presentation, oral communication or written report.

All students will complete a mid-year examination on Unit 1. 

Chemistry

Science
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YEAR 11, UNIT 2 
Course Description: What makes water such a unique chemical?
Water is the most widely used solvent on Earth. In this unit students explore the physical and chemical 
properties of water, the reactions that occur in water and various methods of water analysis. 

Students examine the polar nature of a water molecule and the intermolecular forces between water molecules. 
They explore the relationship between these bonding forces and the physical and chemical properties of water. 
In this context students investigate solubility, concentration, pH and reactions in water including precipitation, 
acid-base and redox. Students are introduced to stoichiometry and to analytical techniques and instrumental 
procedures, and apply these to determine concentrations of different species in water samples, including 
chemical contaminants. They use chemistry terminology including symbols, units, formulas and equations 
to represent and explain observations and data from experiments, and to discuss chemical phenomena. 
Students explore the solvent properties of water in a variety of contexts and analyse selected issues associated 
with substances dissolved in water. 

Areas of Study:
1. How do substances interact with water?
2. How are substances in water measured and analysed?
3. Practical investigation

Outcomes:
Outcome 1
On completion of this unit the student should be able to relate the properties of water to its structure and 
bonding, and explain the importance of the properties and reactions of water in selected contexts. 

Outcome 2
On completion of this unit the student should be able to measure amounts of dissolved substances in water 
and analyse water samples for salts, organic compounds and acids and bases. 

Outcome 3 
On completion of this unit the student should be able to design and undertake a quantitative laboratory 
investigation related to water quality, and draw conclusions based on evidence from collected data.

Assessment:
Suitable tasks for assessment may be selected from the following:
For Outcomes 1 and 2
• annotations of a practical work folio of activities or investigations
• a report of a practical activity or investigation
• a modelling activity
• media response
• problem solving involving chemical concepts, skills and/or issues
• a reflective learning journal/blog related to selected activities or in response to an issue
• data analysis
• a test comprising multiple choice and/or short answer and/or extended response.
For Outcome 3
•  a report of a student-designed quantitative laboratory investigation using an appropriate format, for example 

digital presentation, oral communication, scientific poster or written report.

All students will complete an end-of-year examination on Unit 2.

Chemistry
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Chemistry
YEAR 12, UNIT 3 
Course Description: How can chemical processes be designed to optimise efficiency?
The global demand for energy and materials is increasing with world population growth. In this unit students 
explore energy options and the chemical production of materials with reference to efficiencies, renewability 
and the minimisation of their impact on the environment.

Areas of Study:
1. What are the options for energy production?
2. How can the yield of a chemical product be optimised?

Outcomes:
Outcome 1
On completion of this unit the student should be able to compare fuels quantitatively with reference to 
combustion products and energy outputs, apply knowledge of the electrochemical series to design, 
construct and test galvanic cells, and evaluate energy resources based on energy efficiency, renewability and 
environmental impact.

Outcome 2
On completion of this unit the student should be able to apply rate and equilibrium principles to predict how 
the rate and extent of reactions can be optimised, and explain how electrolysis is involved in the production of 
chemicals and in the recharging of batteries.

Assessment:
Suitable tasks for assessment may be selected from the following:
•  analysis and evaluation of stimulus material
•  a report on a laboratory investigation
•  a comparison of two electricity-generating cells
•  a reflective learning journal/blog related to selected activities or in response to an issue
•  annotations of at least two practical activities from a practical logbook
•  a report of a student investigation
• an evaluation of research
• analysis of data including generalisations and conclusions
•  media analysis/response
•  a graphic organiser illustrating a chemical process
• an analysis of an unfamiliar chemical manufacturing process or electrolytic cell
• a response to a set of structured questions

Science
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Science

Chemistry
YEAR 12, UNIT 4 
Course Description: How are organic compounds categorised, analysed and used?
The carbon atom has unique characteristics that explain the diversity and number of organic compounds that 
not only constitute living tissues but are also found in the fuels, foods, medicines and many of the materials 
we use in everyday life. In this unit students investigate the structural features, bonding, typical reactions and 
uses of the major families of organic compounds including those found in food.

Areas of Study:
1. How can the diversity of carbon compounds be explained and categorised?
2. What is the chemistry of food?
3. Practical investigation

Outcomes:
Outcome 1
On completion of this unit the student should be able to compare the general structures and reactions of the 
major organic families of compounds, deduce structures of organic compounds using instrumental analysis 
data, and design reaction pathways for the synthesis of organic molecules.

Outcome 2
On completion of this unit the student should be able to distinguish between the chemical structures of key 
food molecules, analyse the chemical reactions involved in the metabolism of the major components of food 
including the role of enzymes, and calculate the energy content of food using calorimetry. 

Outcome 3
On the completion of this unit the student should be able to design and undertake a practical investigation 
related to energy and/or food, and present methodologies, findings and conclusions in a scientific poster.

Assessment:
Suitable tasks for assessment may be selected from the following:
•  annotations of at least two practical activities from a practical logbook
•  a report of a student investigation
•  analysis of data including generalisations and conclusions
•  media analysis/response
•  a response to a set of structured questions
•  a reflective learning journal/blog related to comparison of organic structures or pathways.
• response to stimulus material
•  a report of a laboratory investigation
•  a comparison of food molecules
•  a reflective learning journal/blog related
• a structured scientific poster according to the VCAA standard template

All students will complete one end of-year examination on Unit 3 and 4.
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Physics
YEAR 11, UNIT 1 
Course Description: What ideas explain the physical world?
Ideas in physics are dynamic. As physicists explore concepts, theories evolve. Often this requires the 
detection, description and explanation of things that cannot be seen. In this unit students explore how physics 
explains phenomena, at various scales, which are not always visible to the unaided human eye. They examine 
some of the fundamental ideas and models used by physicists in an attempt to understand and explain the 
world. Students consider thermal concepts by investigating heat, probe common analogies used to explain 
electricity and consider the origins and formation of matter. 

Students use thermodynamic principles to explain phenomena related to changes in thermal energy. They 
apply thermal laws when investigating energy transfers within and between systems, and assess the impact 
of human use of energy on the environment. Students examine the motion of electrons and explain how it can 
be manipulated and utilised. They explore current scientifically accepted theories that explain how matter and 
energy have changed since the origins of the Universe.

Areas of Study:
1. How can thermal effects be explained?
2. How do electric circuits work?
3. What is matter and how is it formed?

Outcomes:
Outcome 1
On completion of this unit the student should be able to apply thermodynamic principles to analyse, interpret 
and explain changes in thermal energy in selected contexts, and describe the environmental impact of human 
activities with reference to thermal effects and climate science concepts.

Outcome 2
On completion of this unit the student should be able to investigate and apply a basic DC circuit model to 
simple battery-operated devices and household electrical systems, apply mathematical models to analyse 
circuits, and describe the safe and effective use of electricity by individuals and the community.

Outcome 3
On completion of this unit the student should be able explain the origins of atoms, the nature of subatomic 
particles and how energy can be produced by atoms.

Assessment:
The award of satisfactory completion for a unit is based on whether the student has demonstrated the set of 
outcomes specified for the unit.

Suitable tasks for assessment may be selected from the following:
• an annotated folio of practical activities
• data analysis
• design, building, testing and evaluation of a device
• an explanation of the operation of a device
• a proposed solution to a scientific or technological problem
• a report of a selected physics phenomenon
• a modelling activity
• a media response
• a summary report of selected practical investigations
• a reflective learning journal/blog related to selected activities or in response to an issue
• a test comprising multiple choice and/or short answer and/or extended response.

All students will complete a mid-year examination on Unit 1.

Science
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Physics
YEAR 11, UNIT 2 
Course Description: What do experiments reveal about the physical world?
In this unit students explore the power of experiments in developing models and theories. They investigate 
a variety of phenomena by making their own observations and generating questions, which in turn lead to 
experiments. Students make direct observations of physics phenomena and examine the ways in which 
phenomena that may not be directly observable can be explored through indirect observations.

In the core component of this unit students investigate the ways in which forces are involved both in moving 
objects and in keeping objects stationary. Students choose one of twelve options related to astrobiology, 
astrophysics, bioelectricity, biomechanics, electronics, flight, medical physics, nuclear energy, nuclear 
physics, optics, sound and sports science. The option enables students to pursue an area of interest by 
investigating a selected question.

Students design and undertake investigations involving at least one independent, continuous variable. A 
studentdesigned practical investigation relates to content drawn from Area of Study 1 and/or Area of Study 2 
and is undertaken in Area of Study 3

Areas of Study:
1. How can motion be described and explained?
2. Options
 Twelve options are available for selection in Area of Study 2. Each option is based on a different observation 

of the physical world. One option is to be selected by the student from the following:
 2.1  What are stars?
 2.2   Is there life beyond Earth’s Solar System?
 2.3  How do forces act on the human body?
 2.4  How can AC electricity charge a DC device?
 2.5  How do heavy things fly?
 2.6  How do fusion and fission compare as viable nuclear energy power sources?
 2.7  How is radiation used to maintain human health?
 2.8  How do particle accelerators work?
 2.9  How can human vision be enhanced?
 2.10  How do instruments make music?
 2.11  How can performance in ball sports be improved?
 2.12  How does the human body use electricity?
3. Practical investigation

Outcomes:
Outcome 1
On completion of this unit the student should be able to investigate, analyse and mathematically model the 
motion of particles and bodies.

Outcome 2.1
On completion of this unit the student should be able to apply concepts of light and nuclear physics to describe 
and explain the genesis and life cycle of stars, and describe the methods used to gather this information.

Outcome 2.2
On completion of this unit the student should be able to apply concepts of light and atomic physics to describe 
and analyse the search for life beyond Earth’s Solar System.

Outcome 2.3
On completion of this unit the student should be able to analyse the physical properties of organic materials 
including bone, tendons and muscle, and explain the uses and effects of forces and loads on the human body.

Outcome 2.4
On completion of this unit the student should be able to construct, test and analyse circuits that change AC 
voltage to a regulated DC power supply, and explain the use of transducers to transfer energy. 
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Outcome 2.5
On completion of this unit the student should be able to apply concepts of flight to investigate and explain the 
motion of objects through fluids. 

Outcome 2.6
On completion of this unit the student should be able to apply the concepts of nuclear physics to describe and 
analyse nuclear energy as a power source.

Outcome 2.7
On completion of this unit the student should be able to use nuclear physics concepts to describe and analyse 
applications of electromagnetic radiation and particle radiation in medical diagnosis and treatment.

Outcome 2.8
On completion of this unit the student should be able to apply the principles related to the behaviour of 
charged particles in the presence of electric and magnetic fields to describe and analyse the use of accelerator 
technologies in high energy physics.

Outcome 2.9
On completion of this unit the student should be able to apply a ray model of light and the concepts of 
reflection and refraction to explain the operation of optical instruments and the human eye, and describe how 
human vision can be enhanced.

Outcome 2.10 
On completion of this unit the student should be able to apply a wave model to describe and analyse the 
production of sound in musical instruments, and explain why particular combinations of sounds are more 
pleasing to the human ear than others.

Outcome 2.11
On completion of this unit the student should be able to apply concepts of linear, rotational and fluid mechanics 
to explain movement in ball sports. 

Outcome 2.12
On completion of this unit the student should be able to explain the electrical behaviour of the human body 
and apply electricity concepts to biological contexts.

Outcome 3
On completion of this unit the student should be able to design and undertake an investigation of a physics 
question related to the scientific inquiry processes of data collection and analysis, and draw conclusions 
based on evidence from collected data.

Assessment:
Suitable tasks for assessment may be selected from the following:
•  an annotated folio of practical activities
•  data analysis
•  design, building, testing and evaluation of a device
•  an explanation of the operation of a device
•  a proposed solution to a scientific or technological problem
•  a report of a selected physics phenomenon
•  a modelling activity
•  a media response
•  a summary report of selected practical investigations
•  a reflective learning journal/blog related to selected activities or in response to an issue
•  a test comprising multiple choice and/or short answer and/or extended response.
•   a report of a practical investigation (student-designed or adapted) using an appropriate format, for example 

a scientific poster, practical report, oral communication or digital presentation.

All students will complete an end-of-year examination on Unit 2.
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Physics
YEAR 12, UNIT 3 
Course Description: How do fields explain motion and electricity?
In this unit students explore the importance of energy in explaining and describing the physical world. They 
examine the production of electricity and its delivery to homes. Students consider the field model as a construct 
that has enabled an understanding of why objects move when they are not apparently in contact with other 
objects. Applications of concepts related to fields include the transmission of electricity over large distances 
and the design and operation of particle accelerators. They explore the interactions, effects and applications 
of gravitational, electric and magnetic fields. Students use Newton’s laws to investigate motion in one and 
two dimensions, and are introduced to Einstein’s theories to explain the motion of very fast objects. They 
consider how developing technologies can challenge existing explanations of the physical world, requiring a 
review of conceptual models and theories. Students design and undertake investigations involving at least two 
continuous independent variables.

Areas of Study:
1. How do things move without contact?
2. How are fields used to move electrical energy?
3.  How fast can things go?

Outcomes:
Outcome 1
On completion of this unit the student should be able to analyse gravitational, electric and magnetic fields, and 
use these to explain the operation of motors and particle accelerators and the orbits of satellites.

Outcome 2
On completion of this unit the student should be able to analyse and evaluate an electricity generation and 
distribution system.

Outcome 3:
On completion of this unit the student should be able to investigate motion and related energy transformations 
experimentally, analyse motion using Newton’s laws of motion in one and two dimensions, and explain the 
motion of objects moving at very large speeds using Einstein’s theory of special relativity.

Assessment:
Suitable tasks for assessment may be selected from the following:
•  annotations of at least two practical activities from a practical logbook
•  a report of a student investigation
•  a report of a physics phenomenon
•  data analysis
• media analysis/response
•  design, building, testing and evaluation of a device
•  an explanation of the operation of a device
•  a proposed solution to a scientific or technological problem
•  a response to structured questions
• a reflective learning journal or blog related to selected activities or in response to an issue
•  a test (short answer and extended response)

Science
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YEAR 12, UNIT 4 
Course Description: How can two contradictory models explain both light and matter?
A complex interplay exists between theory and experiment in generating models to explain natural phenomena 
including light. Wave theory has classically been used to explain phenomena related to light; however, 
continued exploration of light and matter has revealed the particle-like properties of light. On very small scales, 
light and matter – which initially seem to be quite different – have been observed as having similar properties.

Areas of Study:
1. How can waves explain the behaviour of light?
2. How are light and matter similar?
3. Practical investigation

Outcomes:
Outcome 1
On completion of this unit the student should be able to apply wave concepts to analyse, interpret and explain 
the behaviour of light.

Outcome 2
On completion of this unit the student should be able to provide evidence for the nature of light and matter, 
and analyse the data from experiments that supports this evidence.

Outcome 3:
On completion of this unit the student should be able to design and undertake a practical investigation related 
to waves or fields or motion, and present methodologies, findings and conclusions in a scientific poster.

Assessment:
Suitable tasks for assessment may be selected from the following:
•  annotations of at least two practical activities from a practical logbook
•  a report of a student investigation
•  a report of a physics phenomenon
•  data analysis
• media analysis/response
•  design, building, testing and evaluation of a device
•  an explanation of the operation of a device
•  a proposed solution to a scientific or technological problem
•  a response to structured questions
• a reflective learning journal or blog related to selected activities or in response to an issue
•  a test (short answer and extended response)

All students will complete one end of-year examination on Unit 3 and 4.

Science
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Psychology
YEAR 11, UNIT 1 
Course Description: How are behaviour and mental processes shaped?
Human development involves changes in thoughts, feelings and behaviours. In this unit students investigate 
the structure and functioning of the human brain and the role it plays in the overall functioning of the human 
nervous system. Students explore brain plasticity and the influence that brain damage may have on a person’s 
psychological functioning. They consider the complex nature of psychological development, including 
situations where psychological development may not occur as expected. Students examine the contribution 
that classical and contemporary studies have made to an understanding of the human brain and its functions, 
and to the development of different psychological models and theories used to predict and explain the 
development of thoughts, feelings and behaviours.

A student-directed research investigation related to brain function and/or development is undertaken in this 
unit. The research investigation draws on content from Area of Study 1 and/or Area of Study 2.

Areas of Study:
1. How does the brain function?
2. What influences psychological development?
3. Student-directed research investigation

Outcomes:
Outcome 1
On completion of this unit the student should be able to describe how understanding of brain structure and 
function has changed over time, explain how different areas of the brain coordinate different functions, and 
explain how brain plasticity and brain damage can change psychological functioning.

Outcome 2
On completion of this unit the student should be able to identify the varying influences of nature and nurture 
on a person’s psychological development, and explain different factors that may lead to typical or atypical 
psychological development. 

Outcome 3
On completion of this unit the student should be able to investigate and communicate a substantiated response 
to a question related to brain function and/or development, including reference to at least two contemporary 
psychological studies and/or research techniques.

Assessment:
Suitable tasks for assessment may be selected from the following:

For Outcomes 1 and 2
• a report of a practical activity involving the collection of primary data
• a research investigation involving the collection of secondary data
• a brain structure modelling activity
• a logbook of practical activities
• analysis of data/results including generalisations/conclusions
• media analysis/response
• problem solving involving psychological concepts, skills and/or issues
• a test comprising multiple choice and/or short answer and/or extended response
• a reflective learning journal/blog related to selected activities or in response to an issue
For Outcome 3
•  a report of an investigation into brain function and/or development that can be presented in various formats, 

for example digital presentation, oral presentation, or written report.

All students will complete a mid-year examination on Unit 1. 

Science
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YEAR 11, UNIT 2 
Course Description: How do external factors influence behaviour and mental processes?
A person’s thoughts, feelings and behaviours are influenced by a variety of biological, psychological and social 
factors. In this unit students investigate how perception of stimuli enables a person to interact with the world 
around them and how their perception of stimuli can be distorted. They evaluate the role social cognition 
plays in a person’s attitudes, perception of themselves and relationships with others. Students explore a 
variety of factors and contexts that can influence the behaviour of an individual and groups. They examine the 
contribution that classical and contemporary research has made to the understanding of human perception 
and why individuals and groups behave in specific ways.

A student practical investigation related to internal and external influences on behaviour is undertaken in this 
unit. The investigation draws on content from Area of Study 1 and/or Area of Study 2.

Areas of Study:
1. What influences a person’s perception of the world?
2. How are people influenced to behave in particular ways?
3. Student-directed practical investigation

Outcomes:
Outcome 1
On completion of this unit the student should be able to compare the sensations and perceptions of vision and 
taste, and analyse factors that may lead to the occurrence of perceptual distortions

Outcome 2
On completion of this unit the student should be able to identify factors that influence individuals to behave in 
specific ways, and analyse ways in which others can influence individuals to behave differently. 

Outcome 3 
On completion of this unit the student should be able to design and undertake a practical investigation related 
to external influences on behaviour, and draw conclusions based on evidence from collected data.

Assessment:
Suitable tasks for assessment for these outcomes may be selected from the following:

For Outcomes 1 and 2
• a report of a practical activity involving the collection of primary data
• a research investigation involving the collection of secondary data
• a logbook of practical activities
• analysis of data/results including generalisations/conclusions
• media analysis/response
• problem solving involving psychological concepts, skills and/or issues
• a test comprising multiple choice and/or short answer and/or extended response
• a reflective learning journal/blog related to selected activities or in response to an issue
For Outcome 3
•  a report of an investigation into internal and/or external influences on behaviour that can be presented in 

various formats, for example digital presentation, oral presentation, scientific poster or written report.

All students will complete an end of-year examination on Unit 2.

Psychology
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YEAR 12, UNIT 3 
Course Description: How does experience affect behaviour and mental processes?
The nervous system influences behaviour and the way people experience the world. In this unit students 
examine both macro-level and micro-level functioning of the nervous system to explain how the human 
nervous system enables a person to interact with the world around them. They explore how stress may 
affect a person’s psychological functioning and consider the causes and management of stress. Students 
investigate how mechanisms of memory and learning lead to the acquisition of knowledge, the development 
of new capacities and changed behaviours.

They consider the limitations and fallibility of memory and how memory can be improved. Students examine 
the contribution that classical and contemporary research has made to the understanding of the structure and 
function of the nervous system, and to the understanding of biological, psychological and social factors that 
influence learning and memory.

Areas of Study:
1. How does the nervous system enable psychological functioning?
2. How do people learn and remember?

Outcomes:
Outcome 1
On completion of this unit the student should be able to explain how the structure and function of the human 
nervous system enables a person to interact with the external world and analyse the different ways in which 
stress can affect nervous system functioning.

Outcome 2
On completion of this unit the student should be able to apply biological and psychological explanations for 
how new information can be learnt and stored in memory, and provide biological, psychological and social 
explanations of a person’s inability to remember information. 

Assessment:
Suitable tasks for assessment may be selected from the following:
•  annotations of at least two practical activities from a practical logbook
•  evaluation of research
•  a report of a student investigation
•  an analysis of data including generalisations and conclusions
•  a visual presentation
•  media analysis/response
•  a response to a set of structured questions
•  a reflective blog/learning journal related to selected activities or in response to an issue
•  a test
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YEAR 12, UNIT 4 
Course Description: How is wellbeing developed and maintained?
Consciousness and mental health are two of many psychological constructs that can be explored by 
studying the relationship between the mind, brain and behaviour. In this unit students examine the nature of 
consciousness and how changes in levels of consciousness can affect mental processes and behaviour. They 
consider the role of sleep and the impact that sleep disturbances may have on a person’s functioning. Students 
explore the concept of a mental health continuum and apply a biopsychosocial approach, as a scientific 
model, to analyse mental health and disorder. They use specific phobia to illustrate how the development and 
management of a mental disorder can be considered as an interaction between biological, psychological and 
social factors. Students examine the contribution that classical and contemporary research has made to the 
understanding of consciousness, including sleep, and the development of an individual’s mental functioning 
and wellbeing.

Areas of Study:
1. How do levels of consciousness affect mental processes and behaviour?
2. What influences mental wellbeing?
3. Practical investigation

Outcomes:
Outcome 1
On completion of this unit the student should be able to explain consciousness as a continuum, compare 
theories about the purpose and nature of sleep, and elaborate on the effects of sleep disruption on a person’s 
functioning.

Outcome 2
On completion of this unit the student should be able to explain the concepts of mental health and mental 
illness including influences of risk and protective factors, apply a biopsychosocial approach to explain the 
development and management of specific phobia, and explain the psychological basis of strategies that 
contribute to mental wellbeing. 

Outcome 3
On completion of this unit the student should be able to design and undertake a practical investigation related 
to mental processes and psychological functioning, and present methodologies, findings and conclusions in 
a scientific poster.

Assessment:
Suitable tasks for assessment may be selected from the following:
•  annotations of at least two practical activities from a practical logbook
•  evaluation of research
•  a report of a student investigation
•  an analysis of data including generalisations and conclusions
•  a visual presentation
•  media analysis/response
•  a response to a set of structured questions
•  a reflective blog/learning journal related to selected activities or in response to an issue
•  a test
•  structured scientific poster according to the VCAA template

All students will complete one end of-year examination on Unit 3 and 4.

Psychology
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Food Studies
YEAR 11, UNIT 1 
Course Description: Food origins
This unit focuses on food from historical and cultural perspectives. Students investigate the origins and roles 
of food through time and across the world. In Area of Study 1 students explore how humanity has historically 
sourced its food, examining the general progression from hunter-gatherer to rural-based agriculture, to today’s 
urban living and global trade in food. Students consider the origins and significance of food through inquiry 
into particular food-producing regions of the world.

In Area of Study 2 students focus on Australia. They look at Australian indigenous food prior to European 
settlement and how food patterns have changed since, particularly through the influence of food production, 
processing and manufacturing industries and immigration. Students investigate cuisines that are part of 
Australia’s culinary identity today and reflect on the concept of an Australian cuisine.

They consider the influence of technology and globalisation on food patterns. Throughout this unit students 
complete topical and contemporary practical tasks to enhance, demonstrate and share their learning with 
others.

Areas of Study:
1. Food around the world
2. Food in Australia

Outcomes:
Outcome 1
On completion of this unit the student should be able to identify and explain major factors in the development 
of a globalised food supply, and demonstrate adaptations of selected food from earlier cuisines through 
practical activities.

Outcome 2
On completion of this unit the student should be able to describe patterns of change in Australia’s food 
industries and cultures, and use foods indigenous to Australia and those introduced through migration in the 
preparation of food products.

Assessment 
The assessment for Outcome 1 is:
•   a range of practical activities, with records that reflect on two of the practical activities that use ingredients 

found in earlier cultures. Records can include production plans and evaluations of products or analysis of 
dietary intake.

In addition, at least one task for the assessment of Outcome 1 should be selected from the following:
•  a short written report: media analysis, research inquiry, historical timeline, comparative food-testing analysis 

or product evaluation
•  an oral presentation
•  a practical demonstration
•  a video or podcast.
The assessment for Outcome 2 is:
•  a range of practical activities, with records that reflect on two of the practical activities that use ingredients 

indigenous to Australia and/or ingredients introduced through migration. Records can include production 
plans and evaluations of products or analysis of dietary intake.

In addition, at least one task for the assessment of Outcome 2 should be selected from the following:
•  a short written report: media analysis, research inquiry, historical timeline, comparative food-testing analysis 

or product evaluation
•  an oral presentation
•  a practical demonstration
•  a video or podcast.
 

Design Technology

This subject will incur a levy of $120 per year
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YEAR 11, UNIT 2 
Course Description: Food makers
In this unit students investigate food systems in contemporary Australia. Area of Study 1 focuses on commercial 
food production industries, while Area of Study 2 looks at food production in small-scale domestic settings, as 
both a comparison and complement to commercial production. Students gain insight into the significance of 
food industries to the Australian economy and investigate the capacity of industry to provide safe, high-quality 
food that meets the needs of consumers.

Areas of Study:
1. Food industries Food industries
2. Food in the home

Outcomes:
Outcome 1
On completion of this unit the student should be able to describe Australia’s major food industries, analyse 
relationships between food suppliers and consumers, discuss measures in place to ensure a safe food supply 
and design a brief and a food product that demonstrates the application of commercial principles.

Outcome 2
On completion of this unit the student should be able to compare and evaluate similar foods prepared in 
different settings, explain the influences on effective food provision and preparation in the home, and design 
and create a food product that illustrates potential adaptation in a commercial context.

Assessment 
The assessment for Outcome 1 is:
•  design and develop a practical food solution in response to an opportunity or a need in the food industry 

or school community.
The assessment for Outcome 2 is:
•  design and develop a practical food solution in response to an opportunity or a need in a domestic or 

smallscale setting.
 

Food Studies
This subject will incur a levy of $120 per year
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Food Studies
YEAR 12, UNIT 3 
Course Description: Food in daily life
This unit investigates the many roles and everyday influences of food. Area of Study 1 explores the science 
of food: our physical need for it and how it nourishes and sometimes harms our bodies. Students investigate 
the physiology of eating and appreciating food, and the microbiology of digestion. They also investigate the 
functional properties of food and the changes that occur during food preparation and cooking. They analyse 
the scientific rationale behind the Australian Dietary Guidelines and the Australian Guide to Healthy Eating (see 
www.eatforhealth.gov.au) and develop their understanding of diverse nutrient requirements.

Area of Study 2 focuses on influences on food choice: how communities, families and individuals change 
their eating patterns over time and how our food values and behaviours develop within social environments. 
Students inquire into the role of food in shaping and expressing identity and connectedness and the ways in 
which food information can be filtered and manipulated. They investigate behavioural principles that assist in 
the establishment of lifelong, healthy dietary patterns.

The practical component of this unit enables students to understand food science terminology and to apply 
specific techniques to the production of everyday food that facilitates the establishment of nutritious and 
sustainable meal patterns.

Areas of Study:
1. The science of food
2. Food choice, health and wellbeing

Outcomes:
Outcome 1
On completion of this unit the student should be able to explain the processes of eating and digesting food 
and absorption of macronutrients, explain causes and effects of food allergies, food intolerances and food 
contamination, analyse food selection models, and apply principles of nutrition and food science in the 
creation of food products.

Outcome 2
On completion of this unit the student should be able to explain and analyse factors affecting food access 
and choice, analyse the influences that shape an individual’s food values, beliefs and behaviours, and apply 
practical skills to create a range of healthy meals for children and families.

Assessment 
The assessment tasks are:
•  a range of practical activities and records of two practical activities related to the functional properties of 

components of food
And any one or a combination of the following:
•  a short written report: media analysis, research inquiry, structured questions, case study analysis
•  an annotated visual report
•  an oral presentation or a practical demonstration
•  a video or podcast.

Design Technology

This subject will incur a levy of $120 per year
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YEAR 12, UNIT 4
Course Description: Food issues, challenges and futures
In this unit students examine debates about global and Australian food systems. Area of Study 1 focuses 
on issues about the environment, ecology, ethics, farming practices, the development and application of 
technologies, and the challenges of food security, food safety, food wastage, and the use and management 
of water and land. Students research a selected topic, seeking clarity on current situations and points of view, 
considering solutions and analysing work undertaken to solve problems and support sustainable futures.

Area of Study 2 focuses on individual responses to food information and misinformation and the development 
of food knowledge, skills and habits to empower consumers to make discerning food choices. Students 
consider how to assess information and draw evidence-based conclusions. They apply this methodology to 
navigate contemporary food fads, trends and diets. They practise and improve their food selection skills by 
interpreting food labels and analysing the marketing terms used on food packaging.

The practical component of this unit provides students with opportunities to apply their responses to 
environmental and ethical food issues, and to extend their food production repertoire reflecting the Australian 
Dietary Guidelines and the Australian Guide to Healthy Eating.

Areas of Study:
1. Environment and ethics
2. Navigating food information

Outcomes:
Outcome 1
On completion of this unit the student should be able to explain a range of food systems issues, respond to a 
selected debate with analysis of problems and proposals for future solutions, apply questions of sustainability 
and ethics to the selected food issue and develop and create a food repertoire that reflects personal food 
values and goals.

Outcome 2
On completion of this unit the student should be able to explain a variety of food information contexts, analyse 
the formation of food beliefs, evaluate a selected food trend, fad or diet and create food products that meet 
the Australian Dietary Guidelines.

Assessment 
The assessment tasks for outcome 1:
•  a range of practical activities and records‡ of two practical activities related to sustainable and/or ethical 

food choices
AND
•  a written report that includes a selected foodrelated topic, explanation of concerns related to environment, 

ethics and/or equity, analysis of work being done to solve problems and support solutions, and a conclusion 
outlining major findings and suggested set of practical guidelines for food consumers.

The assessment tasks for outcome 2:
• a range of practical activities and records of two practical activities related to healthy food choices based on 

the Australian Guide to Healthy Eating.
And any one or combination of the following:
•  a short written report: media analysis, research inquiry, structured questions, case study analysis
•  an annotated visual report
•  an oral presentation or a practical demonstration
•  a video or podcast.
 

Food Studies
This subject will incur a levy of $120 per year
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YEAR 11, UNIT 1
Course Description: Sustainable product redevelopment
This unit focuses on the analysis, modification and improvement of a product design with consideration of 
sustainability.

It is common for designers in Australia to use products from overseas as inspiration when redeveloping 
products for the domestic market. Sustainable redevelopment refers to designers and makers ensuring 
products serve social, economic and environmental needs. Generating economic growth for design and 
manufacturing in Australia can begin with redeveloping existing products so they have positive social and 
minimal environmental impact. In this unit students examine claims of sustainable practices by designers.

Students consider the sustainability of an existing product, such as the impact of sourcing materials, 
manufacture, distribution, use and likely disposal. They consider how a redeveloped product should attempt 
to solve a problem related to the original product. Where possible, materials and manufacturing processes 
used should be carefully selected to improve the overall sustainability of the redeveloped product. 

Areas of Study:
1. Sustainable redevelopment of a product
2. Producing and evaluating a redeveloped product

Outcomes:
Outcome 1
On completion of this unit the student should be able to design and plan the redevelopment of a product with 
the intention of developing a different product with consideration of sustainability issues.

Outcome 2
On completion of this unit the student should be able to select and apply materials, tools, equipment and 
processes to make a redeveloped product, and compare this with the original product.

Assessment:
For this unit students are required to demonstrate two outcomes. As a set these outcomes encompass the 
areas of study in the unit.

The two compulsory assessment tasks for this unit are:
•  a design folio that contains an analysis of a product’s sustainability, a design brief, evaluation criteria, 

research, visualisations and design options, working drawings, a scheduled production plan, and an 
evaluation report on the finished product

•  a finished product and records of production and modifications.

Additionally, suitable tasks for assessment may be selected from the following:
•  an oral presentation supported by notes and/or visual materials
•  a short written report that includes materials testing or trialling activities, industry visits, technical reports
•  a case study analysis.
 

Design Technology

Product Design & Technology Wood
This subject will incur a levy of $250 per year
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Design Technology

YEAR 11, UNIT 2 
Course Description: Collaborative design
In this unit students work in teams to design and develop an item in a product range or contribute to the 
design, planning and production of a group product. They focus on factors including end-user/s’ needs and 
wants; function, purpose and context for product design; aesthetics; materials and sustainability; and the 
impact of these factors on a design solution.

Teamwork encourages communication between students and mirrors professional design practice where 
designers often work within a multi-disciplinary team to develop solutions to design problems. Students also 
use digital technologies to facilitate teams to work collaboratively online.

In this unit students gain inspiration from an historical or a contemporary design movement or style and its 
defining factors such as ideological or technological change, philosophy or aesthetics. 

Areas of Study:
1. Designing within a team
2. Producing and evaluating within a team

Outcomes:
Outcome 1 
On completion of this unit the student should be able to design and plan a product or range of products 
collaboratively in response to a design brief.

Outcome 2
On completion of this unit the student should be able to justify, manage and use appropriate production 
processes to make a product safely and evaluate individually and as a member of a team, the processes and 
materials used and the suitability of a product or components of a group product/s against the design brief.

Assessment:
For this unit students are required to demonstrate two outcomes. As a set these outcomes encompass the 
areas of study in the unit.

The two compulsory assessment tasks for this unit are:
•  a design folio that contains a design brief, evaluation criteria, research, visualisations and design options, 

working drawings, scheduled production plan, and evaluation report
•  product and records of production and modifications

Additionally, suitable tasks for assessment may be selected from the following:
•  an oral report supported by notes and/or visual materials
•  a short written report that includes materials testing or trialling activities, industry visits, technical reports.
 

Product Design & Technology Wood
This subject will incur a levy of $250 per year
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Design Technology

Product Design & Technology Wood
YEAR 12, UNIT 3 
Course Description: Applying the product design process
In this unit students are engaged in the design and development of a product that addresses a personal, local, 
or global problem (such as humanitarian issues), or that meets the needs and wants of a potential end-user/s. 
The product is developed through a design process and is influenced by a range of factors including the 
purpose, function and context of the product; user-centred design; innovation and creativity; design elements 
and principles; sustainability concerns; economic limitations; legal responsibilities; material characteristics 
and properties; and technology.

Design and product development and manufacture occur in a range of settings. An industrial setting provides 
a marked contrast to that of a one-off situation in a small cottage industry or a school setting. Although a 
product design process may vary in complexity or order, it is central to all of these situations regardless of the 
scale or context. This unit examines different settings and takes students through the product design process 
as they design for an end-user/s. Students identify methods which could be used in a low-volume or mass/
high-volume production setting to manufacture a similar product to their design.

In the initial stage of the product design process a design brief is prepared, outlining the context or situation 
around the design problem and describing the needs and requirements in the form of constraints or 
considerations.

Areas of Study:
1. Designing for end-user/s
2. Product development in industry
3. Designing for others

Outcomes:
Outcomes 1 
On completion of this unit the student should be able to investigate and define a design problem, and discuss 
how the design process leads to product design development.

Outcome 2
On completion of this unit the student should be able to explain and analyse influences on the design, 
development and manufacture of products within industrial settings

Outcome 3
On completion of this unit the student should be able to document the product design process used to meet 
the needs of an end-user/s, and commence production of the designed product.

Assessment:
A structured, annotated design brief, evaluation criteria and an explanation of how the designer will research 
and develop design ideas from the design brief, with reference to product design factors.

The student’s performance on the outcome is assessed using one or more of the following:
•  extended response
•  a short written report
•  an oral presentation accompanied by notes and/or visual materials.

This subject will incur a levy of $250 per year
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Design Technology

Product Design & Technology Wood
YEAR 12, UNIT 4 
Course Description: Product development and evaluation
In this unit students learn that evaluations are made at various points of product design, development and 
production. In the role of designer, students judge the suitability and viability of design ideas and options 
referring to the design brief and evaluation criteria in collaboration with a client and/or an end-user. 
Comparisons between similar products help to judge the success of a product in relation to a range of Product 
design factors. The environmental, economic and social impact of products throughout their life cycle can be 
analysed and evaluated with reference to the Product design factors.

Areas of Study:
1. Product analysis and comparison
2. Product manufacture
3. Product evaluation

Outcomes:
Outcome 1
On completion of this unit the student should be able to compare, analyse and evaluate similar commercial 
products, taking into account a range of factors and using appropriate techniques.

Outcome 2
On completion of this unit the student should be able to apply a range of production skills and processes 
safely to make the product designed in Unit 3, and manage time and resources effectively and efficiently.

Outcome 3
On completion of this unit the student should be able to evaluate the finished product through testing and 
feedback against criteria, create end-user/s’ instructions or care labels and recommend improvements to 
future products.

Assessment:
The student’s performance on the outcome is assessed using one or more of the following:
•  an extended response
•  a short written report
•  structured questions
•  an oral presentation accompanied by notes
•  an annotated visual report.

A folio comprising:
• An end-user/s’ profile, a design brief, evaluation criteria, research, visualisations, design options with 

justification of the selected option, working drawings of final option, a scheduled production plan, a list 
of relevant processes used for larger scale production, and a record of progress and modifications. The 
design folio must include documentation of decisions, and acknowledge sources of information.

• Production work accompanied by a record of production progress and documentation of modifications 
with justification of these changes (text and images should be included).

AND
•  A functional product that conforms to standards of quality indicated in the design brief outline of context.
AND
•  A written report that includes evaluation of the product.
AND
• Relevant end-user/s instructions or care labels which highlight the features, assembly, care and/or repair 

of the product in any of the following formats: video tutorials, annotated image of the product or other 
multimedia format.

 

This subject will incur a levy of $250 per year
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YEAR 12, UNIT 3  
Course Description: Software Development
In this unit students apply the problem-solving methodology to develop working software modules using a 
programming language. Students develop an understanding of the analysis, design and development stages 
of the problem-solving methodology. 

In Area of Study 1 students respond to teacher-provided solution requirements and designs and develop a 
set of working modules through the use of a programming language. Students examine a simple software 
requirements specification and a range of software design tools in order to apply specific processing features 
of a programming language to create working modules. In Area of Study 2 students analyse a need or 
opportunity, select an appropriate development model, prepare a project plan, develop a software requirements 
specification and design a software solution. Area of Study 2 forms the first part of the School-assessed Task 
(SAT) that is completed in Unit 4, Area of Study 1.

Software tools
The following table indicates the software tools that students are required to both study and use in this unit.
 Area of Study 1  An appropriate programming language
 Area of Study 2 Unified modelling language to create use cases

The following table indicates the software tool that students are required to use, but not required to study, in
this unit.
 Area of Study 2  Appropriate tool for documenting project plans

Areas of Study:
1. Software development: Programming
2. Software development: Analysis and design

Outcomes:
Outcome 1
On completion of this unit the student should be able to interpret teacher-provided solution requirements and 
designs, and apply a range of functions and techniques using a programming language to develop and test 
working software modules.

Outcome 2
On completion of this unit the student should be able to analyse and document a need or opportunity, justify 
the use of an appropriate development model, formulate a project plan, generate alternative design ideas and 
represent the preferred solution design for creating a software solution.

Assessment:
The student’s level of achievement in Unit 3 will be determined by School-assessed Coursework and a 
School-assessed Task.

School-assessed Coursework for Unit 3 will contribute 10 per cent to the study score.

The level of achievement for Units 3 and 4 is also assessed by an end-of-year examination, which will contribute 
50 per cent to the study score.

Applied Computing- Software Development

Computing & Digital Technologies
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YEAR 12, UNIT 4 
Course Description: Software Development
In this unit students focus on how the information needs of individuals and organisations are met through the 
creation of software solutions. They consider the risks to software and data during the software development 
process, as well as throughout the use of the software solution by an organisation.

In Area of Study 1 students apply the problem-solving stages of development and evaluation to develop their 
preferred design prepared in Unit 3, Area of Study 2, into a software solution and evaluate the solution, chosen 
development model and project plan. Area of Study 1 forms the second part of the School-assessed Task 
(SAT). In Area of Study 2 students examine the security practices of an organisation and the risks to software 
and data during the development and use of the software solutions. Students evaluate the current security 
practices and develop a risk management plan.

Software tools
The following table indicates the software tools that students are required to both study and use in this unit.
 Area of Study 1  An appropriate programming language

The following table indicates the software tool that students are required to use, but not required to study, in
this unit.
 Area of Study 1  Appropriate tool for documenting project plans

Areas of Study:
1. Software development: development and evaluation
2. Cybersecurity: software security

Outcomes:
Outcome 1
On completion of this unit the student should be able to develop and evaluate a software solution that meets 
requirements, evaluate the effectiveness of the development model and assess the effectiveness of the project 
plan. 

Outcome 2
On completion of this unit the student should be able to respond to a teacher-provided case study to 
examine the current software development security strategies of an organisation, identify the risks and the 
consequences of ineffective strategies and recommend a risk management plan to improve current security 
practices.

Assessment:
The student’s level of achievement in Unit 4 will be determined by School-assessed Coursework and a 
Schoo-lassessed Task. 

School-assessed Coursework for Unit 4 will contribute 10 per cent to the study score.

The School-assessed Task will contribute 30 per cent to the study score.

The examination will contribute 50 per cent.

Applied Computing- Software Development

Computing & Digital Technologies
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PROGRAM
VET & SBA

VET - Vocational Education & Training

SBA - School Based Apprenticeship

Cert III Digital Media, Information and Technology  levy of $100 per year 120

VCE VET Cert III Sport and Rec  levy of $100 per year 122

VCE VET Cert III Music Industry levy of $100 per year 124

VCE VET Certificate III Applied Language  125

Certificate I Employment Pathways  126

VCE VET Cert II Engineering Studies  levy of $300 per year 127

VCE VET Cert II Community Services levy of $300 per year  128

VCE VET Cert III Allied Health Assistance levy of $300 per year 129

VCE VET Cert III Dance levy of $300 per year 130

Certificate II Visual Arts levy of $300 per year 131



Humanities
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Certificate III Digital Media,  
Information and Technology - Year 1

VET

This course is for students in Year 11 who have not completed the first year of the course in 2021. 

Availability:  Students must choose this for the whole year. Students will not be able to enter for second 
semester.

Overview
This course is a spin on a traditional VET IT course, with a focus on video game design. After completing 
both years, successful students will receive a Certificate III in Digital Media. The first year of the course covers 
introductory tutorials, prototyping skills, and some general skills found in the Information Technology domain.

Career Pathways: 
• Game engine programmer 
• Physics engine programmer 
• Graphics engine programmer 
• Artificial intelligence programmer 
• Sound programmer 
• Gameplay programmer 
• Software engineer 
• UI programmer 
• Input programmer

This subject will incur a levy of $100 per year
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Certificate III Digital Media,  
Information and Technology - Year 2

VET

This course can only be selected by students who have completed the Year 1 course. 

Availability:  Students must choose this for the whole year. Students will not be able to enter for second 
semester.

Overview
Students that have already completed the prerequisite first year of this certificate can choose to undertake 
the second and final year. Students cover a wide range of skills, including: planning a game, network and 
maintenance, game production, and tech support essentials.

Career Pathways: 
• Game engine programmer 
• Physics engine programmer 
• Graphics engine programmer 
• Artificial intelligence programmer 
• Sound programmer 
• Gameplay programmer 
• Software engineer 
• UI programmer 
• Input programmer

This subject will incur a levy of $100 per year
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VET

VCE VET Cert III Sport and Recreation
UNIT 1 and 2
Course Description: Certificate III in Sport and Recreation
The VCE VET Sport and Recreation program provides students with the opportunity to acquire and develop 
the skills, knowledge and confidence to work in the areas of community, sport and outdoor recreation. 
Leadership, organisational and specialist activity skills will be developed through the units of competency 
undertaken in Units 1 to 4 of the selected program

Certificate III in Sport and Recreation provides students with the skills and knowledge to work in the Sport and 
Recreation industry in areas such as maintaining grounds and playing surfaces, providing customer service, 
housekeeping or administrative service.

Possible job outcomes for a student with this qualification may include the provision of sport and recreation 
programs, grounds and facilities maintenance and working in the service industry in locations such as a 
fitness centre, outdoor sporting ground or aquatic centres.

Program: Units of Competence
• Units 1 and 2: six compulsory units plus a minimum of 30 hours of elective units

Compulsory Units
• Organise personal work priorities and development (30 nominal hrs)
• Provide first aid (18 nominal hrs)
• Use social media tools for collaboration and engagement (60 nominal hrs)
• Provide quality service (15 nominal hrs)
• Respond to emergency situations (18 nominal hrs)
• Participate in occupational health and safety policies (10 nominal hrs)

Electives:
A minimum of 30 nominal hours of electives must be selected

Year 1 Units 1 & 2
• SISXCAI003 - Conduct non instructional sport, fitness or recreation sessions
• SISXIND006 - Conduct sport, fitness or recreation events
• BSBWOR301 - Organise personal work priorities and development
• SISSPAR009 - Participate in conditioning for sport
• HLTWHS001 - Participate in workplace health and safety
• SISXCAI001 - Provide equipment for activities
• HLTAID003 - Provide First Aid
• SISXCCS001 - Provide quality service
• SISXEMR001 - Respond to emergency situations
• ICTWEB201 - Use social media tools for collaboration and engagement

Recognition with the VCE
Students undertaking Certificate III in Sport and Recreation are eligible for up to two units at Units 1 and 2 level 
and a Units 3 and 4 sequence. Students will obtain VCE VET units following the completion of:

• 90 nominal hours for Unit 1
• 90 nominal hours for Unit 2

This subject will incur a levy of $100 per year
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VET

VCE VET Cert III Sport and Recreation
UNIT 3 and 4
Course Description: Certificate III in Sport and Recreation
The VCE VET Sport and Recreation program provides students with the opportunity to acquire and develop 
the skills, knowledge and confidence to work in the areas of community, sport and outdoor recreation. 
Leadership, organisational and specialist activity skills will be developed through the units of competency 
undertaken in Units 1 to 4 of the selected program

Certificate III in Sport and Recreation provides students with the skills and knowledge to work in the Sport and 
Recreation industry in areas such as maintaining grounds and playing surfaces, providing customer service, 
housekeeping or administrative service. 

Possible job outcomes for a student with this qualification may include the provision of sport and recreation 
programs, grounds and facilities maintenance and working in the service industry in locations such as a 
fitness centre, outdoor sporting ground or aquatic centres.

Program: Units of Competence
• Units 3 and 4: six compulsory units plus a minimum of 40 hours of elective units

Compulsory Units
• A Conduct basic warm-up and cool-down programs (30 nominal hrs) 
• Plan and conduct sport and recreation sessions (20 nominal hrs) 
• Facilitate groups (25 nominal hrs) 
• Analyse participation patterns (20 nominal hrs) 
• Provide public education on the use of resources (25 nominal hrs) 
• Undertake risk analysis of activities (20 nominal hrs)

Electives:
A minimum of 30 nominal hours of electives must be selected

Year 2 Units 3 & 4
• SISSSCO001 - Conduct sport coaching sessions with foundation level participants
• SISXRES002 - Educate user groups
• SISXCAI006 - Facilitate groups
• BSBWHS303 - Participate in WHS hazard identification, risk assessment and risk control
• SISXCAI004 - Plan and conduct programs

Recognition with the VCE
Students undertaking Certificate III in Sport and Recreation are eligible for a Units 3 and 4 sequence. Students 
will obtain VCE VET units following the completion of:
• 90 nominal hours for Unit 3
• 90 nominal hours for Unit 4

This subject will incur a levy of $100 per year
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VCE VET Cert III Music Industry

VET

UNIT 1 - 4 

Course Description
This qualification prepares individuals with a broad range of competencies in varied contexts of the music 
industry. Graduates may provide support to a team using professional discretion, judgment and theoretical 
knowledge. Pathways may include employment into roles such as assistant band manager, junior musician/
singer, sound mixer/technician, and sound recordist.

The VCE VET Units 3 and 4 sequence offers scored assessment in either the Music Performance or Sound 
Production areas of specialization. Students may undertake both scored VCE VET Units 3 and 4 sequences.

Program: Units of Competence
Unit 1 & 2 Program: Units of Competency (Sound Production and Performance)
• Make a music demo
• Compose simple songs or musical pieces
• Contribute to health and safety of self and others
• Implement copyright arrangements
• Work effectively in the music industry
• Apply knowledge of style and genre to music industry practice

Unit 3 & 4 Program: Units of Competency (Sound Production)
• Operate sound reinforcement systems
• Record and mix a basic music demo
• Install and disassemble audio equipment
• Mix music in a studio environment
• Manage audio input sources

Unit 3 & 4 Program: Units of Competency (Performance)
• Develop technical skills in performance
• Prepare for performances
• Develop improvisation skills
• Develop and maintain stagecraft skills
• Perform music as part of a group OR Perform music as a soloist

Assessment
Students will need to demonstrate competency in the nominated areas of the course. Demonstration of 
competencies will take a number of forms such as written, oral and practical.

This subject will incur a levy of $100 per year



125  VCE, VET & VCAL Handbook

VET

Overview
To provide participants with knowledge and skill development to enhance their employment prospects within 
the languages industry. Enable participants to gain credit towards a nationally recognised credential. 

Program structure
Certificate III in Applied Language provides four core units of competency. Students are required to complete 
the core units of competency in order to complete the qualification. At CRC Melton, the students complete this 
course over two years, in Years 11 and 12.

The units of competency in the program form Units 1 and 2 for VCE recognition purposes. Credit will accrue 
on the basis of 90 nominal hours per VCE unit in the following sequence: Unit 1 and 2. 

VCE: Students who complete Units 1 to 4 of the VCE VET Applied Languages program are eligible for four 
units credit towards their VCE: two units at Units 1 and 2 and a Units 3 and 4 sequence. 

ATAR: Scored Assessment Students wishing to receive an ATAR contribution for the Units 3 and 4 sequence 
of VCE VET Applied Languages must undertake scored assessment for the purpose of achieving a study 
score.  

The Requirements/Outcomes
The VET Certificates are nationally recognised qualifications in the study of a language. The Certificates are 
based on a fixed curriculum, however, each institution that offers the qualifications interpret the requirements 
within its context. In order to achieve a VET Applied Language qualification, students must demonstrate 
‘competencies’ described in each Unit of the Certificate. 

The qualifications are nationally recognised, and are aligned with the Common European Framework of 
Reference [CEFR].

In terms of language, what do students learn?  

Each Certificate has a communicative focus in that students must demonstrate their capacity to understand 
and use the language to communicate. 

The tasks involved require students to be able to interact with a range of people, in a range of settings – both 
in social settings and in the workplace. For example, 

• students are required to plan an outing in the target language as an oral dialogue,
• students are to engage in a social invitation both in an oral and written format,
• conduct a routine workplace oral communication in the target language regarding a new job,
• conduct a role play on everyday workplace matters,
• read  and write routine texts for social purposes related to emails with friends about work placement,
• write a Personal Blog about volunteer work,
• read and write routine workplace texts in the target language, regarding a Visa Application,
• read and write texts about a Travel Agency scenario and Tours for Tourists.  

Future Pathways:  
Students who complete this qualification will receive the 10% ATAR increment at the end of Year 12. 

Students will be able to find employment in industries where the Italian and/or Indonesian language is often 
used. Only when students have completed Certificate III in Applied Language may they receive the ATAR 
increment which exists at present.

10661NAT 

VCE/VET Certificate III Applied Language
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VET

22280VIC RTO iVET Institute

Overview
The Certificate I in Employment Pathways is a qualification that assists students to gain vital foundation skills 
and knowledge to succeed in the senior years. This course provides an excellent pathway to work placement, 
career development, subject selection, time management, organisational and study skills programs. It also 
allows students to experience vocational training for the first time and to access a nationally recognised 
qualification as well as gain invaluable insight into vocational training.

General: An interest in the Vocational Learning. 

ATAR: No ATAR.

Scored Assessment: This is not a scored course

Work placement: Throughout this year long program students are exposed to an array of learning 
environments. This allows teachers and coordinators to focus more time on delivery and less time on work 
placements.

Future Pathways: Certificate II in Business, Certificate II Community Services.

Cluster Provider: Catholic Regional College, Melton

Course Outline 
• Develop personal effectiveness
• Prepare for employment
• Develop an action plan for career planning
• Contribute to health and safety of self and others
• Organise and complete daily work activities
• Communicate in the workplace
• Write routine workplace texts

 

Certificate I Employment Pathways
Only offered to Vincit students
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VCE VET Cert II Engineering Studies  
(2 years)

VET

Overview
To provide participants with knowledge and skill development to enhance their employment prospects within 
the engineering industry. Enable participants to gain credit towards a nationally recognised credential and to 
make a more informed choice of vocational and career path.

Cluster Provider: Catholic Regional College, Melton
Day and Time:  Year 1 Tuesday  1.30pm - 5.30pm (VCE) or Wednesday 8.30am - 12.30pm (VCAL)
  Year 2 Wednesday 1.00pm - 5.00pm (VCAL) and Thursday 1.30pm - 5.30pm (VCE)

Orientation: For students enrolled in units 1&2 a compulsory Information Session will be held. Dates and 
times to be confirmed.

Contribution to VCE/VCAL
VCE:  Students who complete Units 1 to 4 of the VCE VET Engineering program are eligible for four units 

credit towards their VCE: two units at Units 1 and 2 and a Units 3 and 4 sequence
VCAL:  This program contributes to the Industry Specific Skills Strand 
ATAR:  Students wishing to receive an ATAR contribution for the scored units 3 and 4 sequence must 

undertake scored assessment for the purpose of achieving a study score. This study score can 
contribute directly to the ATAR, either as one of the student’s best four studies (the primary four) or 
as a fifth or sixth study. 

SWL: A minimum of 10 days work placement

Future Pathways: 
Students who complete this qualification may articulate into higher nationally recognized qualification 
levels associated with Metal and Engineering careers. Students may enter engineering apprenticeships 
in the areas of mechanical, fabrication, automotive or electrical. Alternative VET pathways at Diploma and 
Advanced Diploma or the Bachelor of Engineering and the Associate degree are available in the Higher 
Education sector.

Course outline
Units 1 & 2
• Apply principals of OH&S in the work environment
• Select and interpret drawings and prepare three dimensional (3D) sketches and drawings
• Perform metal machining operations
• Use hand tools
• Report on a range of sectors in the manufacturing, engineering and related industries
• Use power tools/hand held operations
• Perform basic machining processes
• Apply basic fabrication techniques

Units 3 & 4
• Undertake a basic engineering project
• Perform intermediate engineering computation
• Produce basic engineering components and products using fabrication and machining

This subject will incur a levy of $300 per year
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VET

CHC32015 RTO iVET Institute

Overview
The Certificate II Community Services qualification allows students to develop the skills and knowledge to 
undertake community services work such as providing support and assistance to a variety of clients including 
child care, aged care, disability or youth sectors. It could also lead to employment areas such as education, 
the police force or health industry. This program is perfect for students looking to move into a range of areas 
of the community services sector and is the perfect building block for developing a sound educational base 
specific to the fastest growing sector in Australia. Throughout the learning process students will complete in 
excess of 120 hours of simulated workplace practice. This innovative simulated structured work environment is 
an integral facet of the learning and assessment process immersing the students in current industry practice, 
regulations and policies that are implemented in the Community Service Industry.  

General: An interest in the Community Services or Health field. 

ATAR: Students wishing to receive an ATAR contribution for the scored units 3 and 4 sequence must undertake 
scored assessment for the purpose of achieving a study score. This study score can contribute directly to the 
ATAR, either as one of the student’s best four studies (the primary four) or as a fifth or sixth study.

Scored Assessment: Students wishing to receive as ATAR contribution for VCE VET Community Services 
must undertake scored assessment. This consists of three course work tasks, worth 66% of the overall study 
score and an-end-of year examination, worth 34% of the overall study score.

Work placement: Throughout this 2 year program students are exposed to an array of learning environments 
in the community service sector that count towards their VCAA SWL hours without having to leave the 
classroom. This allows teachers and coordinators to focus more time on delivery and less time on work 
placements. 

Future Pathways: Childcare, Aged care, Disability sector, Youth worker

Cluster Provider: Catholic Regional College, Melton

Day and Time: Year 1 Wednesday  1.30pm - 4.30pm,  Year 2 Wednesday 9:00 – 12:00pm

Course Outline 
Year 1
• CHCCOM005 - Communicate and work in health or community services
• FSKOCM07 - Interact effectively with others at work
• BSBWOR201 - Manage personal stress in the workplace
• BSBWOR202 - Organise and complete daily work activities
• HLTWHS001 - Participate in workplace health and safety
• HLTAID003 - Provide First Aid
• CHCCOM001 - Provide first point of contact
• FSKLRG09 - Use strategies to respond to routine workplace problems
• CHCDIV001 - Work with diverse people.

Year 2
• Respond to client needs
• Work within a community development framework
• Implement participation and engagement strategies

VCE VET Cert II Community Services 
(incorporating CHC22015 Certificate II Community Services)
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VET

RTO iVET Institute

Overview
The Certificate III Health Services Assistance is a program suitable for students interested in assisting Allied 
Health Practitioners such as physiotherapists, speech pathologists, occupational therapists, podiatrists 
or who may be interested in patient care either within a hospital, nursing home, rehabilitation or medical 
care facility. The core units of the certificate are broad and aim to prepare students for the many different 
workplace activities they will be asked to perform. In any health care setting positive, professional carer-patient 
relationships are essential and this is emphasised throughout the course. Throughout the learning process 
students will complete in excess of 120 hours of simulated workplace practice via the ‘IVET Super Health Clinic’. 
This innovative simulated structured work environment is an integral facet of the learning and assessment 
process immersing the students in current industry practice, regulations and policies that are implemented in 
the Health Service Industry. 

General: An interest in the Health field. 

ATAR: Students wishing to receive an ATAR contribution for the scored units 3 and 4 sequence must undertake 
scored assessment for the purpose of achieving a study score. This study score can contribute directly to the 
ATAR, either as one of the student’s best four studies (the primary four) or as a fifth or sixth study.

Scored Assessment: Students wishing to receive as ATAR contribution for VCE VET Health must undertake 
scored assessment. This consists of three course work tasks, worth 66% of the overall study score and 
an-end-of year examination, worth 34% of the overall study score.

Work placement: Throughout this 2 year program students are exposed to an array of learning environments 
in the health care sector that count towards their VCAA SWL hours without having to leave the classroom. This 
allows teachers and coordinators to focus more time on delivery and less time on work placements.

Future Pathways: Health, Nursing, Community Services, Certificate IV in Health Service Assistance/ Health 
Care.

Cluster Provider: Catholic Regional College, Melton

Day and Time:  
Year 1 Tuesday 1.30 - 4.30pm or Wednesday 1.30-4.30pm  
Year 2 Thursday 1.30pm - 4.30pm

Course Outline 
Year 1
• CHCCOM005 Communicate and work in health or community services
• HLTINF001 Comply with infection prevention and control policies and procedures
• HLTWHS001Participate in workplace health and safety
• BSBWOR301 Organise personal work priorities and development
• CHCCCS002 Assist with movement
• CHCCCS010 Maintain high standard of service
• CHCCCS020 Respond effectively to behaviours of concern
• CHCDIV001 Work with diverse people
• HLTAID001 Provide CPR
• BSBINM301 Organise workplace information

Year 2
• HLTAAP001 Recognise healthy body systems
• BSBMED301 Interpret and apply medical terminology appropriately
• CHCCCS009 Facilitate responsible behaviour
• HLTHPS001 Take clinical measurements
• HLTAID003 Provide first aid

VCE/VETCertificate III in Allied Health Assistance
This subject will incur a levy of $300 per year

(partial completion incorporating HLT33115 Certificate III in Health Services Assistance)
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VCE VET Certificate III Dance 
(2 years) 
CUA20113

VET

Overview
CUA20113 Certificate III in Dance is a preparatory qualification that allows learners to develop basic technical 
skills and knowledge to prepare for work in the live performance industry.

The VCE VET Dance program aims to provide participants with the knowledge, skills, and competency that will 
enhance their training and employment prospects in the live performance industry; and enable participants to 
gain a recognised credential and to make an informed choice of vocation or career path.

Cluster Provider: Catholic Regional College, Melton

Day and Time: Year 1 Tuesday  1.30pm - 4.30pm

Uniform:  Students are required to wear WEC VET Uniform to class. The WEC Polo and Jumper are included 
in the Year 1 course fee.

Orientation: For students enrolled in units 1&2 a compulsory Orientation will be held in Term 4.

Contribution to VCE/VCAL
VCE:  VCE students who complete Units 1 to 4 of the VCE VET Dance program will be eligible for four units 

of credit towards their VCE: two units at Units 1 & 2 and a Units 3 & 4 sequence.
VCAL:  This program contributes to the Industry Specific Skills Strand. 
ATAR:  To be eligible for a study score students must successfully achieve all units of competence 

designated as the Units 3 & 4 sequence and a solo performance examination in the end-of - year 
examination period. 

SWL: A minimum of 10 days work placement is recommended

Future Pathways: 
A number of pathways exist for further training at Certificate III through to Advanced Diploma qualifications in 
the form of state registered, privately owned certificate courses. In addition, a number of degree courses are 
available at universities throughout Australia.

VCE VET UNITS 1 & 2
BSBWOR203 Work effectively with others

CUADAN201 Develop basic dance techniques 

CUAWHS101 Follow basic safe dance practices

CUAWHS201 Develop basic level physical condition for dance performance

Electives  Select 2 from Jazz, Contemporary or Street

Only Units 1 & 2 will be offered in 2022. Units 3 & 4 will be offered in 2023

This subject will incur a levy of $300 per year
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Certificate II Visual Arts 
(1 year) 
CUA20715

Overview
This qualification reflects the role of individuals who are developing the basic creative and technical skills that 
underpin visual arts and craft practice. The sample program focuses on developing basic skills for painting 
and ceramics.

Cluster Provider: Catholic Regional College, Melton

Day and Time: Year 1 Wednesday 1.30pm - 4.30pm

Uniform:  Students are required to wear WEC VET Uniform to class. The WEC Polo and Jumper are included 
in the Year 1 course fee.

Orientation: For students enrolled in units 1&2 a compulsory Orientation will be held in Term 4.

Contribution to VCE/VCAL
VCAL:  This program contributes to the Industry Specific Skills Strand. 

Future Pathways: 

Course Outline
BSBWHS201 Contribute to health and safety of self and others (20 hours)
CUAACD101 Use basic drawing techniques (50 hours)
CUAPPR201 Make simple creative work (40 hours)
CUARES202 Source and use information relevant to own arts practice (30 hours)

Elective Units

BSBCRT101 Apply critical thinking techniques (20 hours)
CUAIND201 Develop and apply creative arts industry knowledge (20 hours)
CUACER201 Develop ceramic skills (50 hours)
CUADRA201 Develop drawing skills (50 hours)
CUAPAI201 Develop painting skills (50 hours)

This subject will incur a levy of $300 per year

VET
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VCAL Program

VCAL

The Victorian Certificate of Applied Learning (VCAL) is accredited at three award levels – Foundation, 
Intermediate and Senior. The three qualifications provide flexible entry and entry points for a range of student 
abilities and interests, and offer a clear progression for skills, knowledge and attitudinal development.

RATIONALE
The VCAL qualification aims to provide skills, knowledge and attitudes to enable students to make informed 
choices regarding pathways to work and further education. Personal development, the utilization of a student’s 
particular interests, and new pathways for senior secondary students, in the context of applied learning, are 
underpinning principles of the VCAL.

At CRC Melton, the VCAL program is ideal for students who have a desire to enter a trade, gain an apprenticeship, 
or complete TAFE certificates for further education. The structure of the VCAL program allows the students to 
attend TAFE one day per week to complete a Certificate I, II or III course in their area of interest. The student 
is also required to attend work placement one day per week, where they can transfer the skills they learn at 
TAFE and school to the real world of work. The three remaining days a week find students studying the four 
VCAL curriculum strands at school:

• Literacy (Oral and Written Communication)
• Numeracy
• Work Related Skills
• Personal Development Skills
• Industry Specific Skills - (VET/TAFE)

At CRC Melton curriculum components are drawn from core VCAL units, and VET programs available at 
external TAFE Colleges or VET providers.

The following table contains the program structure for year 11 and 12.

Year 11 VCAL Program Units 
(Foundation or Intermediate VCAL) 
Literacy
Numeracy
Personal Development Skills
Work Related Skills
Internal or External VET or TAFE
Work placement 

Year 12 VCAL Program Units
(Foundation, Intermediate or Senior VCAL )
Literacy
Numeracy
Personal Development Skills
Work Related Skills
Internal or External VET or TAFE
Work placement

Attendance Requirements: Students are required to attend a minimum of 90% of scheduled classes to 
satisfactorily complete VCAL modules.
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VCAL Policy

VCAL

Rationale
The VCAL (Victorian Certificate of Applied Learning) aims to provide students with the skills, knowledge and 
attitudes to make informed choices about pathways to work and further education. 

Principles
The principles underpinning the VCAL are: 
• New accredited pathways for secondary students. 
• Tailoring a program to suit students’ interests. 
• Personal development. 
• Development of work related and industry specific skills. 

These principles are within the context of applied learning. In the VCAL these principles are shown through: 
•  The development of knowledge and employability skills that help prepare students for work and for 

participation in a broader society – family, community and lifelong learning. 
•  The development of knowledge and skills that assists students to make informed vocational choices and 

facilitate pathways to further learning and employment.

VCAL Levels
Students enter at the level of VCAL that suits their learning needs, abilities and interests. Decisions about 
which VCAL level a student should be placed in should take into account the student’s literacy level, interests, 
goals and abilities. The decision about entry level should also take into account the student’s: 

• strengths and interests,
• preferred learning style,
• vocational goals,
• readiness for participation in structured workplace learning or formal vocational education, 
• envisaged pathways, and
• leadership capabilities. 

There are three levels of VCAL:
• Foundation,
• Intermediate, and
• Senior.

These levels do not correspond to year levels. Students are enrolled in the level that matches their abilities.
• Foundation 

At this level the focus is on basic and preparatory knowledge and employability skills. There is also a strong 
emphasis on literacy and numeracy skills.

• Intermediate

At intermediate level, the focus is on knowledge and employability skills development that leads to independent 
learning, confidence and a higher level of transferable skills. 

• Senior

At this level the focus is on knowledge and employability skills that lead to a high level of interpersonal skills, 
independent action and achievement of tasks that require decision-making and leadership. The demonstration 
of knowledge and skills, which apply directly to the workplace or further training, is also important. 
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VCAL

VET/TAFE
Vocational Education and Training (VET) enables a secondary student to combine education with training to 
provide occupational or work-related knowledge and skills. Prepares students to the standard expected from 
employers and industry.

Student’s receive a Certificate acknowledging completion of a nationally recognised training course.

Successful completion of a VET in Schools program allows VCAL students to gain credit in the VCAL Certificate 
in either the Industry Specific Skills strand or the Work Related Skills strand. The credit may be at Foundation, 
Intermediate or Senior level.

It is important to note VCAL students undertaking an Intermediate or Senior Level Certificate must undertake 
a VET program to meet the minimum VCAL course requirements of the Industry Specific Skills strand.

VET is compulsory part of VCAL, students must complete the certificate that they are enrolled in to receive 
funding. Parents currently pay $300 toward the cost of TAFE/VET fees; the school covers the remainder of 
the cost (it costs approximately $2400 for a VET course). If students are removed from the course or do not 
complete the course for any reason parents are liable for the full cost of the course.

Work Placement/Structured Workplace Learning (SWL)
VCAL students ONLY 

Structured workplace learning provides students with the opportunity to integrate on-the-job experience 
with VCAL study. It is on the job training during which a student is expected to master a set of skills or 
competencies. The VCAA has determined that structured workplace learning is an appropriate and valuable 
component of VCAL Work Related Skills studies. Structured workplace learning can complement the training 
undertaken at school or at a Registered Training Organisation (RTO) and should be spread across the duration 
of the training program. It provides the context for: 

• enhanced skill development 

• practical application of industry knowledge 

• assessment of Learning Outcomes

• increased employment opportunities 

Structured Workplace Learning is a compulsory component of VCAL at the College. Prior to the commencement 
of Work Placement students must return the ‘Work Placement Arrangement’ Form to the College. This 
form must be signed by all parties as it is a legal requirement. Students are responsible for their own work 
placements. They will need to contribute regular entries in a Log Book as evidence for the number of hours 
they have undertaken - this must be signed by the supervisor. This must be submitted to their Work Related 
Skills teacher at the end of each term and checked. The Log Book provides proof - written evidence, for 
Structured Workplace Learning. 
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VCAL

Attendance
Students enrolled at Catholic Regional College, Melton automatically make a commitment to keep to the school 
regulations of which punctual and consistent attendance is one. The School and VCAA (Victorian Curriculum 
and Assessment Authority) require regular and consistent attendance, therefore it is an expectation that 
students must be in school throughout the hours of a normal school day. Parents or guardians are expected 
to support the school in this matter. 

• Students are to attend all timetabled periods. In addition to VCAL classes this includes all Homeroom 
sessions, Assemblies and scheduled subject activities. 

• Students are expected to attend TAFE and Work Placement (Structured Workplace Learning). 
• Students are expected to attend all VCAL course related excursions and incursions. Non-attendance 

may impact on the student meeting key criteria and outcomes, and thus may lead to the student not 
satisfying the requirements of the VCAL Certificate. This may lead to a review panel (see VCAL Handbook 
for procedure) where non-attendance concerns will be discussed and a plan and consequence devised.

• Students are permitted to have 3 unexplained absences per subject per Term before their attendance 
could drop below 90%

• Medical certificates and/or statutory declarations must be given to homeroom teachers, who will then email 
your teachers. If this does not happen your absence will be considered unexplained.

• Attendance below 90% can lead to a student not being competent and as such puts them in severe danger 
of not meeting outcomes and not getting their VCAL Certificate.

• If a student has more than 3 unexplained absences for a subject within the one term you will sit an 
‘Attendance Review Panel’. 

• Appointments are expected to take place out of school hours. If this is not possible, advance notice is 
required. Appointments for driving lessons and tests and other such activities are not permitted during 
school hours. 

Any student arriving at school late or leaving school early MUST sign in/out at Student Reception. 

Unsatisfactory Performance Notices
• This form is designed as an intervention to aid students when they are struggling to maintain the standard 

required. 
• These notices are uploaded to the student profile and can be accessed on the Parent Access Module 

(PAM) 
• After three notices a review meeting will be held with the VCAL Coordinator and appropriate staff to resolve 

any issues. 

Unique Student Identifier (USI)
• From 1 January 2015, all students doing nationally recognised training need to have a Unique Student 

Identifier (USI). This includes students doing Vocational Education Training (VET) in schools.
• A USI is a reference number made up of numbers and letters. It creates a secure online record of your 

nationally recognised training that you can access anytime and anywhere, and it’s yours for life. It is free.
• The USI will link a student’s VET achievements, regardless of where in Australia they did the course, let 

students easily access secure digital transcripts of their achievements and give students more control over 
their VET information.

• Create a USI at: http://www.usi.gov.au/create-your-USI/Pages/default.aspx

Victorian Student Number (VSN)
• The Victorian Government has legislated and implemented a Victorian Student Number (VSN) for students 

in Victoria. 
• The VSN is necessary for school, TAFE and Registered Training Organisations (RTO’s) enrolment. 
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VCAL

Process of entry into VCAL
Students will need to follow the process outlined below.
1. Complete the appropriate VCAL Application Form (Year 11 or Year 12), including USI and VSN.
2. Attend careers/pathways counselling session.
3. Submit the completed application form to the VCAL Coordinator by due date.
4. Attend interview with parent, VCAL Coordinator and any others deemed necessary. During this interview 

the submitted application will be discussed as well the requirements and expectations of the course and 
the appropriate VCAL level (Foundation, Intermediate or Senior).

5. Applications will be discussed with the Year Level Coordinator and classroom teachers.
6. Students will then be notified via mail. They will either gain conditional acceptance or non-acceptance into 

the VCAL program.

Conditions of entry into VCAL
Successful applicants will need to meet the conditions outlined below.
1. Ensure VCAL Application form is completed with the necessary detail (including USI).
2. Adhere to the process as outlined above.
3. Ensure the application is submitted on time and all deadlines are met.
4. Careers/pathways counselling session has taken place.
5. Interview held with VCAL Coordinator.
6. TAFE/VET Placement available.

Late Entry to the Program
• Late entry will only be considered in the first four weeks of term 1. This will depend upon the recommendation 

by the relevant Year Level Coordinator for pastoral reasons and whether or not there are TAFE/VET 
placements available. 

• If there is no availability of TAFE/VET, then the student is not accepted into the VCAL program. 
• If there is TAFE/VET availability, then the student will need to complete and submit the appropriate VCAL 

Application Form, attend Careers/Pathways Counselling session and attend an interview with the VCAL 
Coordinator. 

• The student will need to follow the above process and meet the above conditions. 
• Students and parents will need to sign the Late Entry into VCAL Contract.

Exceptions to late entry after the first four weeks of term 1 will only occur if the following circumstances 
present:

1. Student has transferred from another school and already has VET/TAFE.
2. Student has acquired either a Traineeship or School Based Apprenticeship (SBA).

Progressing from VCAL in Year 11 into VCAL in Year 12
All students who have completed VCAL in Year 11 will need to complete the Application for Year 12 VCAL.

If a student has unsuccessfully met VCAL and/or VET/TAFE outcomes whilst in the VCAL Program in Year 11 
due to non-submission of work, absence from school and/or TAFE, then a student cannot be guaranteed a 
place for the following year in the VCAL program. An interview will be held regarding this.



138         VCE, VET & VCAL Handbook  

VCAL

Satisfactory Completion of VCAL
A student will receive an S (satisfactory achievement) for a unit in the Work Related Skills, Personal Development 
Skills, Skills for Further Study–Senior and Literacy Skills units when they have demonstrated competence in all 
learning outcomes for the unit. 

In the Numeracy Skills units, students must demonstrate competence in five of the six learning outcomes at 
the Foundation and Intermediate level and six out of the seven learning outcomes at the Senior level.

For VCAL units, students will receive a satisfactorily completed (S) or not yet complete (N) result for each unit.

Students will receive an N in a VCAL unit if they do not meet the course requirements outlined in the Curriculum 
Planning Guides.

Students should be observed to demonstrate competence on more than one occasion and wherever possible 
in different contexts to make sure that the assessment is as consistent, fair and equitable as possible.

(Taken from VCAA VCE/VCAL Administrative Handbook, http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Documents/
handbookAdminHand2012-PartC.pdf)

If students are in severe danger of not satisfactorily meeting outcomes, then a review panel (see VCAL 
Handbook for procedure) will meet to discuss and review such concerns and where possible devise a plan 
and consequence.

Satisfactory VET unit of competency result
Students receive an S for a unit of competency if they have demonstrated competence as assessed by 
their registered training organisation (RTO). Students receive an S for a module if they have demonstrated 
achievement of all the learning outcomes as assessed by the RTO.

Students will receive an N for a unit of competency if they have not yet demonstrated competence. Students 
receive an N for a module if they have not yet demonstrated achievement of all learning outcomes. 

(Taken from VCAA VCE/VCAL Administrative Handbook, http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Documents/
handbookAdminHand2012-PartC.pdf)

Communication
The best form of communication for us at the College is email. If you have ANY queries or concerns please 
email, someone will get back to you as soon as they can. 

Methods of communication at the College:
• All student notices appear on SIMON 
• Parents should have access to SIMON through the Parent Access Module (PAM) – this is something that 

needs to be checked regularly.
• School newsletter 
• Subject teachers 
• Care Monkey – please ensure email addresses are up to date.
• P/T/S Interviews
• Reports – accessible through PAM

Contacts: 
VCAL Coordinator - Narelle Layton: nlayton@crcmelton.com.au

VET Coordinator & Careers - Bianca Mifsud: bmifsud@crcmelton.com.au

Pathways Coordinator - Sasha Dickson: sdickson@crcmelton.com.au
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VET

Vocational Education and Training
To satisfy the requirements of VCAL it is necessary for students to successfully complete a minimum of 
100 hours of a recognised Vocational Education and Training (VET) course. Ideally, students should aim to 
complete the full certificate over the two year period. These courses are usually undertaken at various TAFE 
institutions, although a small number of VET programs are offered at other secondary colleges or private VET 
providers. Students will choose to study a VET course externally to accommodate their  vocational interests 
and create appropriate pathways. These courses may include:

• Certificate II in Automotive Technology
• Certificate II in Building Construction (Carpentry)
• Certificate II in Animal Studies
• Certificate II in Electrotechnology (Electrical)
• Certificate II in Engineering Studies
• Certificate II in Horticulture
• Certificate II in Hospitality Operations
• Certificate II in Applied Fashion Design and Technology
• Certificate II in Salon Assistant
• Certificate III in Children’s Services (Childcare)
• Certificate II in Community Services
• Certificate II in Business Administration
• Plumbing Pathways Program
• Certificate II Retail

Process of entry into VCAL
Students will need to follow the process outlined below.
1. Complete the appropriate VCAL Application Form (Year 11 or Year 12), including USI and VSN.
2. Attend careers/pathways counselling session.
3. Submit the completed application form to the VCAL Coordinator by due date.
4. Attend interview with parent, VCAL Coordinator and any others deemed necessary. During this interview 

the submitted application will be discussed as well the requirements and expectations of the course and 
the appropriate VCAL level (Foundation, Intermediate or Senior).

5. Applications will be discussed with the Year Level Coordinator and classroom teachers.
6. Students will then be notified via mail. They will either gain conditional acceptance or non-acceptance into 

the VCAL program.

Conditions of entry into VCAL
Successful applicants will need to meet the conditions outlined below.
1. Ensure VCAL Application form is completed with the necessary detail (including USI).
2. Adhere to the process as outlined above.
3. Ensure the application is submitted on time and all deadlines are met.
4. Careers/pathways counselling session has taken place.
5. Interview held with VCAL Coordinator.
6. TAFE/VET Placement available.
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Literacy Skills Foundation 
Unit purpose
The purpose of this unit is to enable students to develop the knowledge, skills and attributes to read and write 
simple or short texts. Texts will deal mainly with personal and familiar topics but may include some unfamiliar 
aspects. At this level students, often with support, use the writing process with an awareness of the purpose 
and audience of the text. In reading, students are able to identify the main point of the text, some key details 
and express an opinion about the text as a whole as well as some of the details.  At the end of the Foundation 
Reading and Writing unit, students will be able to read and comprehend a range of simple short texts and write 
a range of short texts in a number of contexts which may be interrelated.

Learning Outcomes
Writing:

1. Writing for Self Expression - Write a short recount, narrative or expressive text on a familiar subject.
2. Writing for Practical Purposes - Write a short instructional or transactional text on a familiar subject.
3. Writing for Knowledge - Write a short report or explanatory text on a familiar subject.
4. Writing for Public Debate - Write a short persuasive and/or argumentative text expressing a point of view 

on a familiar subject.
5. Reading for Self Expression - Demonstrate that meaning has been gained from reading a simple 

narrative, recount or expressive text. 
6. Reading for Practical Purposes - Demonstrate that meaning has been gained from reading a simple 

instructional or transactional text.
7. Reading for Knowledge - Demonstrate that meaning has been gained from reading a simple explanatory 

or informative text on a familiar subject.
8. Reading for Public Debate - Demonstrate that meaning has been gained from reading a simple 

persuasive or discursive text on a familiar subject.

Oracy

1. Oracy for Self Expression - Use and respond to spoken language to explore with others story and life 
experience.

2. Oracy for Knowledge - Use and respond to spoken language in talks or discussions that present 
information about familiar topics.

3. Oracy for Practical Purposes - Use and respond to spoken language in short transactions in familiar 
contexts.

4. Oracy for Exploring Issues and Problem Solving - Use and respond to spoken language in discussions 
to explore issues or solve problems on a familiar topic

Assessment:
To be credited with this unit, students must demonstrate achievement in all eight learning outcomes. All 
elements in a learning outcome must be met in the one task for students to demonstrate achievement in that 
outcome. Furthermore, students must be observed to demonstrate achievement on more than one occasion 
and in different contexts to make sure that the assessment is consistent, reliable, fair and equitable.

Conditions of assessment
The conditions related to assessment of the learning outcome may differ according to the particular learning 
environment, mode of delivery and field or topic of study.

Students should have access to:
• a range of assessment tasks/activities
• a learning environment appropriate to the task
• appropriate ICT, including software tools and devices
• support and advice 
• communication supports as required, for example, dictionary and personal word lists.
Subject matter may be ‘everyday’ and may include some unfamiliar material.

Literacy
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Literacy Skills Intermediate
Unit purpose
The purpose of this unit is to enable students to develop the knowledge, skills and attributes to read and write 
a range of texts on everyday subject matters that include some unfamiliar aspects or material. At this level 
students, once they have identified the audience and purpose of the text, use the writing process to produce 
texts that link several ideas or pieces of information. In reading, students identify how, and if, the writer has 
achieved his or her purpose and express an opinion on the text, taking into account its effectiveness. 

At the end of the unit, students will be able to read, comprehend and write a range of texts within a variety of 
contexts.

Learning outcomes:
Writing

1. Writing for Self Expression - Write a recount, narrative or expressive text.
2. Writing for Practical Purposes - Write an instructional or transactional text.
3. Writing for Knowledge - Write a report, explanatory or expository text.
4. Writing for Public Debate - Write a persuasive, argumentative or discursive text.
5. Reading for Self Expression - Demonstrate that meaning has been gained from reading a narrative, 

recount or expressive text.
6. Reading for Practical Purposes - Demonstrate that meaning has been gained from reading an 

instructional or transactional text.
7. Reading for Knowledge - Demonstrate that meaning has been gained from reading an explanatory, 

expository or informative text.
8. Reading for Public Debate - Demonstrate that meaning has been gained from reading a persuasive, 

discursive or argumentative text.

Oracy

1. Oracy for Self Expression - Use and respond to spoken language to communicate to others story and 
life experience.

2. Oracy for Knowledge - Use and respond to spoken language in informative talks. Intermediate
3. Oracy for Practical Purposes - Use and respond to spoken language in instructions and transactions.
4. Oracy for Exploring Issues and Problem Solving - Use and respond to spoken language in discussions 

to explore issues or solve problems.

Assessment:
To be credited with this unit, students must demonstrate achievement in all learning outcomes. All elements in 
a learning outcome must be met in the one task for a student to demonstrate achievement of that outcome. 
Furthermore, students must be observed to demonstrate achievement on more than one occasion and in 
different contexts to make sure that the assessment is consistent, reliable, fair and equitable.

Conditions of assessment
The conditions related to assessment of the learning outcome may differ according to the particular learning 
environment, mode of delivery and field or topic of study. 

Students will have access to: 
• a range of assessment tasks/activities 
• a learning environment appropriate to the task 
• support and advice 
• communication supports as required (for example, dictionary and personal word lists). 
Subject matter will be everyday and will include some unfamiliar material.
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Literacy Skills Senior
Unit purpose
The purpose of this unit is to enable students to develop the knowledge, skills and attributes to read and write 
complex texts. The texts will deal with general situations and include some abstract concepts or technical 
details. At this level, students produce texts that incorporate a range of ideas, information, beliefs or processes 
and have control of the language devices appropriate to the type of text. In reading, students identify the views 
shaping the text and the devices used to present that view and express an opinion on the effectiveness and 
content of the text. 

At the end of the unit, students will be able to read, comprehend and write a range of complex texts across a 
broad range of contexts. 

Learning Outcomes:
Writing:
1.  Writing for Self Expression - Write a complex recount, narrative or expressive text.
2.  Writing for Practical Purposes - Write a complex instructional or transactional text.
3.  Writing for Knowledge - Write a complex report, explanatory or expository text.
4.  Writing for Public Debate - Write a complex persuasive, argumentative or discursive text.
5.  Reading for Self Expression - Demonstrate that meaning has been gained from reading a complex, 

sustained narrative, recount or expressive text.
6.  Reading for Practical Purposes - Demonstrate that meaning has been gained from reading a complex, 

sustained instructional or transactional text.
7.  Reading for Knowledge - Demonstrate that meaning has been gained from reading a complex, sustained 

report, explanatory, expository or informative text.
8.  Reading for Public Debate - Demonstrate that meaning has been gained from reading a complex, 

sustained argumentative or discursive text.

Oracy:
1.  Oracy for Self Expression - Use and respond to spoken language to effectively communicate to others 

story and life experience, in different contexts.
2. Oracy for Knowledge - Use and respond to spoken language in sustained informative presentations in 

different contexts.
3.  Oracy for Practical Purposes - Use and respond to spoken language in sustained and complex 

transactions in different contexts.
4.  Oracy for Exploring Issues and Problem Solving - Use and respond to spoken language in sustained 

discussions for the purpose of exploring issues or problem solving in different contexts.

Assessment:
To be credited with this unit, students must demonstrate achievement in all the learning outcomes. All elements 
for a learning outcome must be met in the one task for a student to demonstrate achievement in that outcome. 
Furthermore, students must be observed to demonstrate achievement on more than one occasion and in 
different contexts to make sure that the assessment is consistent, reliable, fair and equitable. 

Conditions of assessment
The conditions related to assessment of the learning outcome may differ according to the particular learning 
environment, mode of delivery and field or topic of study. 

Students will have access to: 
• a range of assessment tasks/activities 
• a learning environment appropriate to the task 
• support and advice 
• communication supports as required (for example, dictionary and personal word lists). 
Subject matter will deal with general situations and some abstract or technical concepts and some unfamiliar 
material.
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Numeracy Skills Foundation
Unit purpose
The purpose of this unit is to enable students to develop the confidence and skills to perform simple and 
familiar numeracy tasks and to develop the ability to make sense of mathematics in their daily personal lives. 
The mathematics involved includes numbers and data, financial literacy, time and location, measurement and 
design, and the use of software tools and devices. 

On completion of this unit, students will be able to perform everyday mathematical tasks that involve a single 
mathematical step or process. Students will be able to communicate mathematical ideas using highly familiar 
contexts and common everyday language and mathematical notation.

Learning Outcomes:
1.  Numerical Skills and Processes
 Use simple everyday numbers to perform one-step computations with and without software tools and 

devices. 

2.  Financial Literacy
 Make simple decisions and perform basic monetary calculations involving money and demonstrate an 

understanding of participation in a monetary society. 

3.  Planning and Organising
 Identify and use familiar numbers and units of measurement to make decisions about time, location, data, 

resources, and solve simple problems. 

4.  Measurement, Representation and Design
 Use simple, familiar units to measure, recognise and represent common two-dimensional shapes and 

three-dimensional objects. 

5.  Preparing for Work
 Use and communicate numerical skills in a practical context within the work environment. 

Assessment:
Students must demonstrate achievement in all learning outcomes to be credited with this unit. Furthermore, 
students must be observed to demonstrate achievement on more than one occasion and in different contexts 
to make sure that the assessment is consistent, reliable, fair and equitable. 

Conditions of assessment
The conditions of assessment for the Numeracy Skills Foundation unit are that students use: 
• real-life, relevant, familiar, personal or everyday contexts and materials where the mathematical content is 

explicit 
• concrete objects (where possible) for spatial and diagrammatic representations 
• the context, their prior knowledge and personal experiences to derive meaning and check reasonableness 
• support from mentors and/or teachers, advice/modelling and first/other language resources 
• personal ‘in the head’ or pen and paper methods, calculators and/or computers to solve calculations and 

problems 
• oral descriptions using common, everyday, informal language and gestures for explanations, answers and 

interpretations. 
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Numeracy Skills Intermediate Unit 1 
Unit purpose
The purpose of this unit is to enable students to develop everyday numeracy skills to make sense of their daily 
personal and public lives. The mathematics involved includes numbers and data, financial literacy, time and 
location, and measurement and design. It also includes the use of software tools and devices applied to tasks 
that are part of the students’ normal routine but extends to applications outside their immediate personal 
environment such as in the workplace and the community.

At the end of the unit, students will be able to attempt a series of both single- and multi-step operations or 
tasks with some confidence, select the appropriate method or approach required, and communicate their 
ideas both verbally and in writing. They will be at ease with performing straightforward calculations either 
manually and/or using software tools and devices. 

Learning Outcomes:
1.  Numerical Skills and Processes
 Perform routine multi-step computations with and without software tools and devices.

2.  Financial Literacy
 Make decisions and perform routine monetary calculations involving money, manage personal finances 

and understand risk in familiar situations. 

3.  Planning and Organising
 Identify, use and interpret routine numbers and units of measurement to make decisions about time, 

location, data, resources and solve routine multi-step problems. 

4.  Measurement, Representation and Design
 Use units of measurement to measure, represent and interpret objects, plans and diagrams. 

Assessment:
Students must demonstrate achievement in all the learning outcomes to be credited with this unit. Furthermore, 
students must be observed to demonstrate achievement on more than one occasion and in different contexts 
to make sure that the assessment is consistent, reliable, fair and equitable.

Conditions of assessment
The conditions of assessment for the Numeracy Skills Intermediate unit are that students: 
• use concrete, relevant, familiar contexts and materials where the mathematical content is predictable and 

easily accessible 
• rely on context, prior knowledge and personal experience to derive meaning and check reasonableness 
• perform where access to mentor/teacher and advice/modelling is available and recourse to first/other 

language is acceptable 
• use a blend of personal ‘in the head’ methods, pen and paper methods and calculator procedures 
• use a combination of oral and written general, and some mathematical, language, symbols and 

abbreviations. 
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Numeracy Skills Intermediate Unit 2 
Unit purpose
The purpose of this unit is to enable students to develop, refine, extend and apply numeracy knowledge 
and skills through an investigation in a familiar industry area linked to the VET units in their VCAL program or 
employment. The numeracy involved focuses on Number, Measurement, Financial Numeracy, and Probability 
and Statistics.

This unit seeks to extend students’ understanding of how numerical knowledge and skills can be transferred 
to an industry area. The key processes involve identifying mathematics, applying it and communicating the 
results.

Students develop an understanding of the practical components of planning and undertaking an in-depth 
numeracy-based project, linked to a familiar industry area. Students will also develop key project management 
skills in a numeracy context, such as stating key aims, setting specific tasks, establishing timelines and 
milestones, identifying and managing risk, and communicating results. Students will be encouraged to develop 
and apply their skills of creative and critical thinking in the planning and completion of the numeracy-based 
project that will be negotiated with their teacher/trainer.

At this level, students also share their knowledge and work independently and in teams. 

On completion of this unit, students should be more confident in their ability to explore, develop and apply 
numeracy related to employment in an industry area. 

Learning Outcomes:
1.  Design a Numeracy-based Project Plan in a Familiar Industry Area
2.  Apply Numerical Skills in an Industry Context
3.  Use Appropriate Software Tools and Devices to Represent Data
4.  Communicate the Results of the Project

Assessment:
Students must demonstrate achievement in all learning outcomes to be credited with this unit. Furthermore, 
students must be observed to demonstrate achievement on more than one occasion and in different contexts 
to make sure that the assessment is consistent, reliable, fair and equitable.

Conditions of assessment
The conditions of assessment for this unit are that students use: 
• concrete, relevant, familiar and personal contexts and materials where the mathematical content is explicit 
• actual objects (where possible) for spatial and diagrammatic representations 
• the context, their prior knowledge and personal experiences to derive meaning and check reasonableness 
• support from mentors and/or teachers, advice/modelling and first/other language resources 
• personal ‘in the head’ or pen and paper methods, calculators and/or computers to solve calculations and 

problems 
• oral descriptions using common, everyday, informal language and gestures for explanations, answers and 

interpretations.
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Numeracy

Numeracy Skills Senior Unit 1
Unit purpose
The purpose of this unit is to enable students to explore mathematics beyond its familiar and everyday use 
to its application in wider, less personal contexts such as newspapers and other media reports, workplace 
documents and procedures, and specific projects at home or in the community. 

At the end of the unit, students will have the capacity to interpret and analyse how mathematics is represented 
and used. They can recognise and use some of the conventions and symbolism of formal mathematics. The 
mathematics involved will include numbers and data, financial numeracy, time and location, measurement and 
design, the use of software tools and devices, and an introductory understanding of the use of formulae and 
problem-solving strategies. 

Learning Outcomes:
1. Numerical Skills and Processes
 Fluently perform complex multi-step computations with and without software tools and devices. 

2. Financial Literacy
 Make decisions and perform monetary calculations involving money in unfamiliar contexts, manage 

personal and business finances, and understand risk in a range of situations. 

3.  Planning and Organising 
 Identify, use and interpret routine numbers and units of measurement to make decisions about time, 

location, data and resources, and solve complex problems in unfamiliar situations. 

4.  Measurement, Representation and Design
 Measure, draw, represent and interpret complex two- and three-dimensional objects in diagrammatic form, 

apply transformations to designs, and demonstrate a fluent use of software tools and devices. 

Assessment:
Students must demonstrate achievement in all the learning outcomes to be credited with this unit. Furthermore, 
students must be observed to demonstrate achievement on more than one occasion and in different contexts 
to make sure that the assessment is consistent, reliable, fair and equitable. 

Conditions of assessment
The conditions of assessment for the Numeracy Skills Senior unit are that students: 
• use concrete, relevant contexts and materials where the mathematical content is accessible 
• rely on prior knowledge, personal experience and mathematical knowledge to derive meaning, make 

predictions and check reasonableness 
• perform where advice/modelling is available and recourse to first/other language is acceptable 
• use a blend of personal ‘in the head’ methods, pen and paper, and calculator procedures (and software 

programs where appropriate) 
• use a combination of oral and written mathematical and general language, symbols, abbreviations and 

diagrams.
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Numeracy

Numeracy Skills Senior Unit 2
Unit purpose
The purpose of this unit is to enable students to develop, refine, extend and apply numeracy knowledge and 
skills through an investigation in an unfamiliar industry area in which they have an interest and may seek future 
employment. The numeracy involved focuses on Number, Measurement, Financial Numeracy, and Probability 
and Statistics. 

This unit seeks to extend students’ understanding of how numerical knowledge and skills can be transferred 
to an industry area. The key processes involve identifying mathematics, applying it and communicating the 
results. 

Students develop an understanding of the practical components of planning and undertaking an in-depth 
numeracy-based project, linked to an unfamiliar industry area. 

Students will also develop key project management skills in a numeracy context, such as stating key aims, 
setting specific tasks, establishing timelines and milestones, identifying and managing risk, and communicating 
results. Students will be encouraged to develop and apply their skills of creative and critical thinking in the 
planning and completion of the numeracy-based project that will be negotiated with their teacher/trainer.

At this level, students also share their knowledge and work independently and in teams. 

On completion of this unit, students should be more confident in their ability to explore, develop and apply 
numeracy related to employment in an industry area. 

Learning Outcomes:
1.  Design a Numeracy-based Project Plan in an Unfamiliar Industry Area
2.  Apply Numerical Skills in an Industry Context
3.  Use Appropriate Software Tools and Devices to Represent Data
4.  Communicate the Results of the Project

Assessment:
Students must demonstrate achievement in all learning outcomes to be credited with this unit. 

Furthermore, students must be observed to demonstrate achievement on more than one occasion and in 
different contexts to make sure that the assessment is consistent, reliable, fair and equitable. 

Conditions of assessment
The conditions of assessment for this unit are that students use: 
• concrete, relevant, familiar and personal contexts and materials where the mathematical content is explicit 
• actual objects (where possible) for spatial and diagrammatic representations 
• the context, their prior knowledge and personal experiences to derive meaning and check reasonableness 
• support from mentors and/or teachers, advice/modelling and first/other language resources 
• personal ‘in the head’ or pen and paper methods, calculators and/or computers to solve calculations and 

problems 
• oral descriptions using common, everyday, informal language and gestures for explanations, answers and 

interpretations.
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VCAL

Work Related Skills 
Foundation
Rationale 
The Work Related Skills unit provides a focus for development of work related and pre-vocational skills in a 
context appropriate to the task by:

• developing key knowledge and skills in a vocational context that assists the student in making informed 
choices regarding further learning and/or employment

• providing vocational experiences relevant to student interests and abilities
• providing pathways to further study through credit gained that articulates into VCE or VET courses.

UNIT 1 
Learning Outcomes: Foundation
On completion of this unit the student should be able to:
1.  Learn about a selected workplace or industry setting.
2.  Identify OHS roles and responsibilities of persons within a workplace context
3.  Identify OHS problems that may arise in the workplace.
4.  Plan and organise a basic work-related activity that meets OHS procedures.
5.  Work in a team to complete a safe work procedure for a basic work-related activity.
6.  Use information and communications technology and other technology in relation to a basic work-related 

activity.

UNIT 2 
Learning Outcomes: Foundation
1. Prepare for a basic work-related activity.
2.  Communicate basic work-related ideas and information.
3.  Plan, organise and manage a basic work-related activity.
4.  Identify and take measures to solve a problem relevant to a basic work-related activity.
5.  Work in a team to complete a basic work-related activity.
6.  Use information and communications technology and other technology   in relation to a basic work-related 

activity.

Assessment Unit 1 & 2:
A range of assessment procedures is used, including:

• A portfolio of accumulated evidence
• Teacher observation and/or checklists
• Evidence accumulated through project or program participation
• Self-assessment inventories
• Awards from recognised programs
• Oral or written reports

Students will progress through the learning outcomes on the basis of competency. When they demonstrate 
a level of competency in one learning outcome, they will progress to the next level. Thus the course aims to 
provide multiple entry points to cater for individual student needs.
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UNIT 1 
Learning Outcomes: Intermediate
1.  Learn about conditions and entitlements of a specific industry.
2.  Obtain and communicate information in response to a work-related OHS issue.
3.  Develop knowledge and understanding of OHS in a work-related context.
4. Identify workplace safety hazards.
5.  Work in a team to follow safe work procedures within a work-related activity.
6.  Use information and communications technology and other technology in relation to a work-related activity. 

UNIT 2 
Learning Outcomes: Intermediate
On completion of this unit the student should be able to:

1.  Research information for a work-related activity.
2.  Communicate information and ideas for a work-related activity.
3.  Plan, organise and manage a work-related activity.
4.  Identify and solve common work-related problems.
5.  Work in teams to undertake a work-related activity.
6.  Use information and communications technology and other technology    in relation to a work-related 

activity.

Assessment Unit 1 & 2:
A range of assessment procedures is used, including:

• A portfolio of accumulated evidence
• Teacher observation and/or checklists
• Evidence accumulated through project or program participation
• Self-assessment inventories
• Awards from recognised programs
• Oral or written reports

Students will progress through the learning outcomes on the basis of competency. When they demonstrate 
a level of competency in one learning outcome, they will progress to the next level. Thus the course aims to 
provide multiple entry points to cater for individual student needs.

VCAL

Work Related Skills 
Intermediate
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VCAL

UNIT 1
Learning Outcomes: Senior
1.  Research information about a specific industry or workplace from a variety of sources. 
2.  Communicate ideas and information about a range of OHS requirements in the workplace. 
3.  Understand hazard identification, risk assessment and control of hazards and risks within the workplace.
4.  Demonstrate an understanding of the OHS issue- resolution process.
5.  Work in a team to follow safe work procedures within a complex work-related project.
6.  Use information and communications technology in relation to a complex work-related project.
7.  Use workplace technology and equipment in accordance with OHS guidelines in a complex work-related 

project.

UNIT 2
Learning Outcomes: Senior
1.  Collect, analyse and evaluate information required for a complex work-related project.
2.  Communicate ideas and information in a work environment.
3.  Plan, organise and manage a complex work-related project.
4. Identify and solve problems in the workplace.
5.  Work in teams to undertake a complex work-related project.
6.  Use information and communications technology in relation to a complex work-related project.
7.  Use workplace technology and equipment in a complex work-related project
8.  Demonstrate initiative/enterprise in a work-related context.

Assessment Unit 1 & 2:
A range of assessment procedures is used, including:

• A portfolio of accumulated evidence
• Teacher observation and/or checklists
• Evidence accumulated through project or program participation
• Self-assessment inventories
• Awards from recognised programs
• Oral or written reports

Students will progress through the learning outcomes on the basis of competency. When they demonstrate 
a level of competency in one learning outcome, they will progress to the next level. Thus the course aims to 
provide multiple entry points to cater for individual student needs.

Work Related Skills 
Senior
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Aims
The Personal Development Skills units are designed to develop:

•  environmental awareness
•  commitment to, and achievement of, personal goals
•  civil and civic responsibility
•  improved health and physical wellbeing. 

UNIT 1 
Learning Outcomes: Foundation
On completion of this unit the student should be able to:

1. Plan and organise a simple activity.
2. Demonstrate knowledge specific to simple activity or goal.
3. Demonstrate skills specific to a simple activity or goal.
4. Solve problems specific to a simple activity or goal.
5. Demonstrate teamwork skills.

UNIT 2
Learning Outcomes: Foundation
On completion of this unit the student should be able to:

1. Identify the rights and responsibilities of individuals in a community.
2. Plan and organise a simple activity within a community
3. Communicate information about a social issue or community activity.
4. Communicate effectively to resolve problems related to a social issue or community activity.
5. Demonstrate teamwork skills or work effectively as a group/team member.

Assessment Unit 1 & 2:
A range of assessment methods may be applied, including:

• A portfolio of accumulated evidence
• Student logbooks
• Teacher observation and/or checklists
• Discussion
• Self-assessment inventories
• Debates
• Awards from recognised programs
• Role-plays
• Oral or written reports
• Folios of tasks or investigations
• Reflective work journals
• Performing practical tasks
• Evidence of Information and Communications Technology, including internet usage
• Evidence accumulated through project or program participation
• Physical demonstration of understanding or written or oral text
• Application of Information & Communications Technology, including internet usage

Personal Development Skills  
Foundation 

VCAL
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VCAL

UNIT 1 
Learning Outcomes: Intermediate
On completion of this unit the student should be able to:

1. Plan and organise a complex project or activity.
2. Demonstrate knowledge and skills in the context of a complex project or activity.
3. Demonstrate self-management skills for goal achievement in the context of a project or activity.
4. Describe leadership skills and responsibilities
5. Demonstrate interpersonal skills to communicate ideas and information.

UNIT 2 
Learning Outcomes: Intermediate 
On completion of this unit the student should be able to:

1. Plan and organise to completion a complex project in an autonomous manner.
2. Demonstrate an awareness of social diversity within a complex project.
3. Apply strategies to improve communication.
4. Demonstrate leadership skills for group and teamwork.
5. Use decision making skills in a group or team context.

Assessment Unit 1 & 2:
A range of assessment methods may be applied, including:

• A portfolio of accumulated evidence
• Teacher observation and/or checklists
• Evidence accumulated through project or program participation
• Self-assessment inventories
• Awards from recognised programs
• Oral or written reports
• Evidence of Information and Communications Technology, including internet usage
• Reflective work journals
• Student logbooks
• Physical demonstration of understanding or written or oral text
• Discussion
• Debates
• Role-plays
• Folios of tasks or investigations
• Performing practical tasks
• Application of Information and Communications Technology, including internet usage

Personal Development Skills  
Intermediate
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VCAL

Personal Development Skills  
Senior
UNIT 1 
Learning Outcomes: Senior
On completion of this unit the student should be able to:
1. Plan and organise to completion a complex project in an autonomous manner.
2. Demonstrate an awareness of social diversity within a complex project
3. Apply strategies to improve communication.
4. Demonstrate leadership skills for group and teamwork.
5. Use decision-making skills in a group or team context.

UNIT 2 
Learning Outcomes: Senior 
On completion of this unit the student should be able to:
1. Research a community problem or issue that affects citizens/members in a community.
2. Establish or build an external partnership to address and/or promote awareness of a community problem 

or issue.
3. Plan, organise and complete a complex community project, utilizing project management skills in an 

autonomous manner.
4. Demonstrate effective teamwork skills in relation to a complex community project.
5. Present and communicate ideas and information relating to the complex community project.

Assessment Unit 1 & 2:
A range of assessment methods may be applied, including:

• A portfolio of accumulated evidence
• Teacher observation and/or checklists
• Evidence accumulated through project or program participation
• Self-assessment inventories
• Awards from recognised programs
• Oral or written reports
• Evidence of Information and Communications Technology, including internet usage
• Reflective work journals
• Student logbooks
• Physical demonstration of understanding or written or oral text
• Discussion
• Debates
• Role-plays
• Folios of tasks or investigations
• Performing practical tasks
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Planning your program
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Things to consider

Things to consider
When making your choice...
STEP 1: What are your career interests?

STEP 2: What further study is needed to do this? (University/TAFE courses)

STEP 3: What are the prerequisites for this course? (Units needed in VCE)

STEP 4: Fill in subject choices in the following order:
i. Compulsory units
ii. Pre-requisite units (needed for University/TAFE Courses)
iii. Supporting units (recommended but not prerequisites)
iv. Subjects you enjoy

STEP 5: Check to make sure your choices meet VCE requirements. 
 (Refer to page 9)
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Information

Where to get information
1. Course and careers information websites

• My Future – Australia’s Careers Information Service: http://www.myfuture.edu.au/
• Youth Central link: http://www.youthcentral.vic.gov.au/

2. Job Guide
• All students are issued with this in Year 10
• Also in Resource Centre and online at www.jobguide.deewr.gov.au

3. Open Days – University & TAFE
• See Newsletter, Noticeboards for details

4.  Pathways team (including Careers and Pathways Coordinator, Homeroom teachers), Director of 
Studies, Year 10, 11 & Year 12 Coordinators, and Subject Teachers
• Library
• Various offices

5. Reference Books (including Handbooks and Course Guides)
• Careers Office
• Resource Centre

6. Subject Selection and Information Evening
• Early Term 3 – see Newsletter for details

7. TAFE (Technical and Further Education)
• TAFE Courseline: 131823
• TAFE handbooks in the Resource Centre
•  www.vu.edu.au/TAFE

8. University Studies
• University of Melbourne: http://www.unimelb.edu.au
• RMIT: http://www.rmit.edu.au/
• Victoria University: http://www.vu.edu.au/
• Australian Catholic University: www.acu.edu.au
• La Trobe University: www.latrobe.edu.au
• Deakin University: www.deakin.edu.au
• Swinburne University: www.swinburne.edu.au
• Monash University: http://www.monash.edu.au/

9. ATAR 2013 or 2014 (Victorian Tertiary Entry Requirements)
• Newspaper supplement in July
• Copies of VICTER in the Resource Centre

10. VTAC (Victorian Tertiary Admissions Committee)
• Current VTAC Guide in Resource Centre;
• Website: www.vtac.edu.au

11. VCAA (Victorian Curriculum and Assessment Authority)
• Website: www.vcaa.vic.edu.au



Application for Yr 11 VCAL

Name:_______________________________________________________  Homeroom:_______________________

USI:__________________________________________________________________________________________

VSN:__________________________________________________________________________________________

Student Signature:_______________________________________________________________________________

Parent Signature:________________________________________________________________________________

Were you part of VINCIT this year? _________________________________________

Why do you want to join the VCAL program? (be detailed in your answer)

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

What is your chosen career path? Why?

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

What study do you want to pursue at TAFE? Why?

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

As part of the VCAL program you are required to arrange your own Work Placement. Work Placement 

occurs one day per week. Where and with whom could you do work placement? List three options.

1. __________________________________________________________________________________

2. __________________________________________________________________________________

3. __________________________________________________________________________________



Where did you do work experience last term? (Do you have any other work experience?)

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

Have you had careers counselling with the Pathways Coordinator?                   Yes / No

If not, you are required to have a counselling session with the Pathways Coordinator as part of the VCAL 

selection process. Please organise ASAP.

Your application will be discussed with your YLC and classroom teachers. 

All students applying for a place in the VCAL program are also be required to attend an interview with their 

parents in attendance to discuss the above as well as the requirements and expectations of the course.  

Please refer to the procedures and guidelines as outlined in the VCAL Policy. All applicants are expected 

to meet all deadlines.

Any questions should be referred to the VCAL Coordinator.

OFFICE USE ONLY

Meeting with YLC & classroom teachers

Careers counselling session 

Date:_______________________________________  Signed:_________________________________

Interview with VCAL or SSG Coordinator

Date:_______________________________________  Signed:_________________________________

NOTES

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________



Application for Yr 12 VCAL

Name:_______________________________________________________  Homeroom:_______________________

USI:__________________________________________________________________________________________

VSN:__________________________________________________________________________________________

Student Signature:_______________________________________________________________________________

Parent Signature:________________________________________________________________________________

Why do you want to join or continue with the VCAL program? (be detailed in your answer)

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

What is your chosen career path? Why?

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

What study do you want to pursue at TAFE? Why?

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

As part of the VCAL program you are required to arrange your own Work Placement. Work Placement 

occurs one day per week. Where and with whom could you do work placement? List three options.

1. __________________________________________________________________________________

2. __________________________________________________________________________________

3. __________________________________________________________________________________



If you are a continuing student, where did you do your work placement this year? What did you learn?

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

Where did you complete your work experience in Year 10? What did you learn through your time in that 

industry?

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

Have you had careers counselling with the Pathways Coordinator?                   Yes / No

If not, you are required to have a counselling session with the Pathways Coordinator as part of the VCAL 

selection process. Please organise ASAP.

Your application will be discussed with your YLC and classroom teachers. 

If you are a new student to VCAL you will also be required to attend an interview with your parents in 

attendance to discuss the above as well as the requirements and expectations of the course.  

Please refer to the procedures and guidelines as outlined in the VCAL Policy. All applicants are expected 

to meet all deadlines.

Any questions should be referred to the VCAL Coordinator.

OFFICE USE ONLY

Meeting with YLC & classroom teachers

Careers counselling session 

Date:_______________________________________  Signed:_________________________________

Interview with VCAL or SSG Coordinator

Date:_______________________________________  Signed:________________________________
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Notes

Notes


