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Chapter 1 
 
Everything seemed fine and 
normal. Everyone is happy, 
families are cuddling by the 
campfire to keep warm. The fire 
was crackling and spitting, the 
music is roaring, and feet are 
tapping on the ground to the beat 
of the sound. The animals gather 
around the campfire after a long, 
tiring day and eat sweet, juicy 

pineapple and drink refreshing sparkling water out of a beautiful blue bottle. Everyone was filled 
with joy and excitement as they started to dance and sing. Joey the kangaroo and all his friends sit 
around the campfire telling stories and eating food. They told happy stories, scary stories, sad 
stories, and exciting stories. After a while they decide to turn some music up and start to dance. 
They dance and dance and dance all night until they cannot feel their feet. After all that dancing, 
they finally sit down and decide to make delicious s’mores. They grab the milk chocolate and melt it 
along with the melted marshmallows and tasty crackers and start to make the s’mores while being 
overly cautious of the fire, so they don’t hurt themselves.  
 
Once they make the delicious s’mores everyone starts to eat them and when Joey goes to take a bite 
it falls on the ground and joey becomes very upset but luckily his friends come to the rescue and 
make him a brand-new one. He couldn’t ask for anything better. He had his friends, his family, and 
this beautiful campfire. The campfire was scorching hot and raging red with an amazing orange light 
beaming through it, but you could look at it for days because of how elegant it is. Everyone enjoyed 
the night that was full of dancing and singing and laughing. They didn’t want it to end. 
 
The wind starts blowing stronger but not strong enough to stop the party. The kids continue to 
dance and sing around the fire.  
“Don’t you think it’s a bit dangerous to have a campfire with all this wind?” Lucy, Joey’s wife, asks 
Joey. 
“I think that it’s okay. The wind isn’t that strong, and we wouldn’t want to ruin everyone’s nice just 
because of some wind. Would we?” Joey says. 
“Ok if you say so.” Lucy replies. So, everyone continues dancing under the stars and into the night.  
 
There’s a cool breeze blowing around when they all decide to sit down and warm up by the fire. Lucy 
investigates the fire and sees a few leaves in their and starts to feel a bit anxious about it. 
“Joey, there are some leaves in the fire. What if they blow it?” She asks. 
“I’m sure they won’t.” Joey replies. 
“Ok, I trust you.” Lucy says. The wind gets a bit stronger, and the leaves blow around. Suddenly a 
leaf comes out of the fire and hits the ground. 
 

 

  



Chapter 2 
 

All it took was a single dry leaf to catch a spark and the whole forest was engulfed in flames. The fire 

went to what seemed like the ends of the earth and back again to the animals of the forest. It was 

like a second sun; it was bright orange and all shades of yellow and red. As the wind howled and 

swirled around the fiery beast it grew, it moved further and consumed everything in its path. The fire 

seemed to have a mind of its own as it moved aimlessly toward anything that could fuel its power. 

As trees where demolished flocks of birds took to the sky and animals scurried out of holes as they 

were trampled over by flames. As smoke filled the air the sky became a dangerous place to be as it 

was covered in a sheet of grey and black.   

Some animals found any possible way out of there, some animals couldn’t move, they were amazed 

and terrified of the beast ahead. Joey was frantically trying to get them out of the area, he was 

bouncing around grabbing the smaller animals and pushing or pulling the larger ones. He was being 

careless about his own being and was more focused on getting everyone else out of there. He didn’t 

realize that the flames were chasing him and were about to catch him.  After some time, he had 

gotten everyone out, but he stopped moving and a second later he was in immense pain and was 

trying with everything he had left to get away.  

The flames continued to chase him, and they were growing and becoming faster with every step and 

hop that Joey made. Eventually the fire gave up on trying to catch Joey again and turned into what 

would soon be a charred and blackened land. With the fire still raging far behind them, animals 

rushed over to Joey to thank him for his help and for being such a good big brother figure when one 

old caring Possum spoke up. “Joey, Dear! You’ve gotten burnt.” Every animal's ear perked, or nose 

twitched when they heard, and it was true, Joey had two burns on his tail and hind legs. There was 

no fur, there was only bare skin that had started to scab and blister.  

Animals were freaking out and fighting about how to take care of Joey, it was a mess and Joey was 

still in a huge amount of pain. He was sure that it would have been confusing for people driving by as 

they were sitting right next to a road. Drivers were stopping to call for help because of the fire and 

one man even got out of his car. “This is our chance!” one of the animals called out as they helped a 

weak Joey move towards the now empty car. 

 

  



Chapter 3 

As joey hopped in the car to drive to safety and get help, they soon realized that kangaroos can't 

drive, however this was an emergency. “Buckle up” Lucy, Joey’s wife yelled to everyone. Swerving on 

the dirt roads causing cars to instantly swerve out of the way only to find that a kangaroo was 

driving the car and not a human being. The shock of how his wife drove a car almost made him 

forget about the pain completely in his lower half until he noticed how close they were to the 

hospital, then they saw an awfully slow lizard who was crawling across the road. As soon as it was 

safe for the lizard, they sped up fast and continued their journey to the hospital. They finally found 

the correct way to enter the hospital but unfortunately, they didn’t know parking was a thing, so 

they left the car in the middle of the road and hopped their way to the building. There were multiple 

gasps when they entered the hospital 

and some kids even stopped to stare 

at the family of kangaroos, 

nonetheless they had to find 

someone to help. They went up to 

the front desk and found a lady 

dumbfounded. "Can we please have 

some help? My husband has been 

badly injured by the bush dance!” 

Lucy asked ever so politely “I’m sorry we are actually full” the front desk lady stutters almost passing 

out by the absolute shock of a talking family of kangaroo’s asking for her help, Lucy turns to her 

husband groaning in pain with a worried look on her face. They had nowhere else to go, they moved 

over to a corner to discuss what they could do. “Do you guys need some help” a young lady asks the 

kangaroos in a soft whispery tone. “Yes, we do. My husband is badly injured from a bush dance gone 

wrong” the lady stood there for a while and then said “I'm Adelaide. my mother runs a hotel. Go 

there and she will help you. After my shift, ill make my way over and give you company”  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



Chapter 4 

“Hop in the car it’s going to be a bumpy ride!” Lucy quickly carried Joey and put him into the car. 
They get in and race towards the hotel, Adelaide in front showing them the way. As they left the car 
park the world looked crazier than ever. You could hear the honks of cars, shouts from angry and 
tired people and most of all the loudness and business of the city. 
 
The hotel was quite far and needed to have patience to get to with all the traffic build up on the 
main road. ‘Here we go again’ Lucy yelled forcefully she put her leg onto the peddle and drove as 
safely and kangaroo-humanly she could go. As they drove past cars and stores, they received stares, 
but family safety is all this mama kangaroo could think about.  
 
Out of nowhere a truck the size of an elephant had broken down creating more ruckus and traffic. 
Joey in the back agonising in pain yelps for his wife to get him help. Lucy quickly acts on her husband 
request she does a quick U-turn to avoid the oncoming traffic and heads towards the hotel not even 
on road anymore.  
 
Now she has the police’s attention. The trip to the hotel had become a real-life car chase.  
From a distance you could hear the sirens of the police mixed with the pain of Joey. “It will be okay 
Joey I promise, think about seeing everyone once you get better.” Lucy had tried to get Joey's mind 
of the fact he was hurt but even knowing that made him feel worse as everyone was worried about 
him.  
 
To get to the hotel Lucy needed to cross a bridge and the hotel would be on a few metres to the 
right. While driving towards the bridge Lucy heard a big bang! It was her left back tire.  
Lucy kept going knowing that her husband’s health was on the line.  
As the police were catching up, she had started to sway from left to right which made the police car 
take precaution to not bang the car ahead. This had made them slow down which gave Lucy a little 
more time to go further away from them.  
 
But the police car soon caught up with them at which point Lucy got out and gave the police car one 
big kick. By doing this she had lifted the bonnet, not allowing the police to see. The police tires 
screeched for they had to stop.  
Lucy hopped back into the car but this time it wouldn’t start, the car has been through enough.  
But this didn’t stop Joey and Lucy from getting to the hotel. Lucy and Joey jumped out and ran to the 
other end of the bridge hoping to get away from the horrific place of the city. 

 
It was only a few metres 
away when suddenly 
people had gathered 
around to take pictures 
of the poor animals. It 
was not something 
anything or anyone 
would want, especially 
when your dearest friend 
is hurt. So, with that Joey 
had produced a great big 

cry out loud for people to step away. Even when Joey was hurt, he always wanted to take care of 
others.  
 



The crowd had understood the cry and stepped back allowing the kangaroos to get past. From there 
Lucy had spotted the hotel at the end of the road. They were both glad to see the hotel and filled 
with joy that they were not hurt from the journey. Lucy had dropped off Joey and made her way 
back to the outback, she had been away from her children and Joey did not want his wife to see him 
in anymore pain.   
 

  



Chapter 5 

As Joey hopped his way into the hotel with a limp, some ducked behind the lobbies, couches and 

some even screamed and ran away. Joey 

demanded help.  

“Please. I got hurt at the bush dance. My family 

is waiting for me, and your daughter sent me 

here because there were no available hospital 

beds”  

Joey cried. That’s when a little old lady started 

to approach him. She must’ve been 

somewhere in her 60’s. Joey walked 

backwards, in fear that she was going to hurt him. 

 “It’s okay. I’m not here to hurt you, I’m going to help you! I’m Adelaide’s mum, Sydney. She told me 

about you, I knew you would be coming. Joey, right?” 

 Joey nodded and slowly hopped towards her. He lifted his right leg and twisted his tail so Sydney 

could see the burns. She stood there not saying anything.  

“What?”  

Joey asked impatiently.  

“These burns are pretty bad Joey”  

Sydney said wide-eyed. She laid Joey down on the closest couch.  

“What even happened to you?” 

 “There was a massive fire at the bush dance. One moment everything was fine, and we were having 

a good time, then boom. The trees were on fire and the forest filled up with smoke. I couldn’t 

breathe nor see. I tried my best to get everyone out, I didn’t even have time to think about myself. I 

fell due to the pain of stepping on a spark. It got my tail. I got up and escaped as fast as I could with 

the energy that was left in me”. 

 Sydney poured some ointment and sprayed some cool water on his tail and legs. 

 “Rest here for a while Joey. Do you need anything? “ 

Joey was already asleep. She cleaned up her supplies and let Joey rest. He would be better by the 

morning. 

  



Chapter 6 
 
Joey wakes up from his sleep. 
“Thank you so much Adelaide and Sydney,” Joey exclaims, “now I can go back to my family!” 
“You’re more than welcome.” Sydney replies. Joey hops down from his bed he was lying in and lands 
on the cool floor. He almost falls over but quickly catches himself on a small table. 
“Are you okay?” Sydney asks, “you don’t have to leave yet if you need more rest.” 
“No, it’s okay, I just sat up a bit too fast I think.” Joey laughs. He regains his balance and carefully 
makes his way to the door, still in a little bit of pain from the accident. Sydney and Adelaide walk 
behind him ready to catch him if he falls again. 
“Thanks so much again. I wish you both the best in life. You’re lifesavers.” Joey says. 
“Thanks Joey, be safe. If you ever need anything you can come by whenever you like.” Sydney replies 
to him. She pulls the door open for him and says goodbye. Joey walks out of the door and onto the 
hot red dirt and into the bright light of the sun in the clear sky. He gives Sydney and Adelaide one 
last wave before making his way home to his family. 
           
As Joey walks through the boiling hot bush of the Northern Territory, wishing to be with his family, 
he realises that he hasn’t had any water since the bush dance first began hours ago and how 
dehydrated he must be. He spots a small lake glistening under the sun in the distance. He slowly 
makes his way towards it. When he gets there, he sees that it is drying up pretty quickly but admires 
the water. Joey sinks to the ground and cups his hands to scoop some water over his face and into 
his mouth. 
“That was nice.” Joey says to himself. He struggles to stand up and wipes the dirt off himself. He 
looks into the distance shielding his eyes from the sun, hopefully trying to spot his family somewhere 
waiting for him to come back but all he sees are the heat waves in the air. So he continues heading 
north, or what he thinks is north. 
 
The sun is starting to set and when Joey sees a caravan shimmering under the sunlight in the 
distance. As he approaches it, he realises that it’s his families. That’s when he hears the music of the 
bush dance that has started again. He hops as fast as he can to get there, to his family, trying to 
ignore the insane amount of pain running through the burns on his legs. He doesn’t stop until he 
reaches his family and is stuck in the middles of a group hug with his family. 
“I’m so glad to see you guys!” He says excitedly to his family. 
“I’m so happy you’re okay. Sit down, sit down.” His wife Lucy says to him. Joey sits down on a log. 
“They saved my life.” He begins. 
“Who?” Charlie asks. 
“Sydney and Adelaide. Adelaide is a university student, and her mum Sydney is a hotel manager. The 
hospital was full, so Adelaide took me to her mother’s hotel to be cared for. They were really nice to 

me and looked after me while 
I was there.” 
“That’s great. I’m just so glad 
that you’re okay.” Lucy says 
hugging Joey. 
“I am too, but it still hurts a 
little bit.” Joey says. 
“It would.” Replies Lucy. Joey 
sits on a log with his kids and 
wife with his arms around 

them. Despite how much pain Joey is in, he is just extremely grateful to be with his family. 
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Epilogue: 
A year later, it’s the day of the annual bush dance. All of Joey’s burns have healed and scarred. All 
the animals hoping nothing bad happens again this year. The place where the giant and scary 
bushfire was, looks like nothing ever happened. There is the occasional flower sprouting from the 
ground. All of Joey’s family is working together as hard as they can to get this perfect, to make up for 
what happened last year. Lucy is getting all the snacks out for the night, Charlie and Matilda are 
getting water from the waterhole for their drinks and for just in case there is a fire again, and Joey is 
getting the music ready and getting the dancers in their places. All the other animals are getting 
themselves and their family ready for the night. Everyone is contributing to getting the bush dance 
perfect.  
 
It is sunset when the party begins. Everyone has decided to sleep under the stars tonight, so 
everyone is choosing their spots to get the best view of the sky and setting up their blankets and 
sleeping bags. All the children are admiring the reds, pinks, and oranges in the magnificent sunset. 
The music starts playing loudly and everyone begins to dance and smile, they all forget about the 
past and wish it would be this perfect forever and this night would never end. 
 
  



 

  

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

When a family of talking kangaroos, all go to a bush 

dance to celebrate Australian culture, everything’s going 

good until one leaf flies out of place and catches the 

whole forest on fire. Joey, the oldest kangaroo tries to 

protect all the other animals before thinking about 

himself, causing the fire to catch up to him. Running 

away with everything he had left in him; the kangaroos 

spot a car and drive it to the closest hospital. Speeding 

the fastest, the car could possibly go and the fire 

expanding larger and larger behind them, after a journey 

that seemed like forever, the kangaroos come to a stop 

when they find the hospital. Walking in and getting head 

turns and weird stares, just to find out there’s no 

available hospital beds. They get sent to a hotel that has 

the supplies to fix Joeys burnt skin. Getting back in the 

car and travelling there, Joey gets the help he needs 

while also making two new friends. 

 


